About College

Most college programs consist of a package of courses that will train you for a very specific area of employment.   There are over 500 programs that are available through the 28 Ontario Community Colleges.  Colleges offer many types of programs, including Applied Degree Programs.  Some types of college programs are not available for direct entry from high school.  

 

What resources are available to help you with your research?  
· In Student Services, you can pick up a copy of the Ontario College Handbook and the College Calendars for many of the Ontario Colleges.  

 

How can you find the program that is the best fit for you?  

· Start by taking the time to read the complete list of all of the program areas in the Areas of Study Chart Mark (See page 16 ff. of the Handbook) or list all of the college program areas that might be of interest to you.  
· Choose one of the program areas that you think would be of interest to you.   Look up the program area in the Areas of Study Cart in the Ontario College Handbook to see which of the 28 colleges offers your program area.  
· Pick a college that offers the selected program area and then lookup the specific program in the calendar for that college.   On the website, select About the college.
· The college calendar will tell you about admission requirements, possible careers related to the program and then give you a complete list of all of the courses that make up the course package for the program.  Many calendars will also provide a one paragraph description for each of the courses. 
· If you think that the program is "a maybe", add it to your list of possible programs.  Be sure to record the program code which is found next to the name of the program. 
· Repeat the research process for every college program that might be of interest to you. 

· Now that you have created a short list of possible college programs, you should return to the Areas of Study Chart in the Ontario College Guide to find all of the colleges that offer your programs.  
· Your goal is to narrow your selections to a maximum of five choices with no more than three choices from one college. 
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Please Note:  
· The admissions requirements for most college programs are college (C) preparation high school courses.  They will accept university (U), university/college (M) and open (O) courses. 

· Some college technology programs (e.g. Civil Engineering Technology) require / prefer Mathematics for College Technology (MCT4C). 
MPM1D or MFM1P   >>>   MPM2D   >>>   MCF3M   >>>   MCT4C  

· If you do not have the mathematics course that is required for your desired college program, contact your college and ask if they have any mathematics upgrading courses that would allow you to qualify for your desired program.  

· If a college program includes grades in its admission requirements, the college will make their initial conditional offer based on your grade 11 final marks.  They then revoke the offer, if your grade 12 final marks do not meet the conditions that they listed in the initial conditional offer of admission. 

· Colleges will NOT include co-op grades in the calculation of an admissions average.  

· If you wish to take a  joint college-university program 
e.g. nursing), you must meet the admissions requirements for university before you can apply to the joint program. This usually means university (U) preparation high school courses. 

If you need further help with your research, please make an appointment to see your Student Services Counselor.   
 

We will be coming down as a class to the computer room, starting on November 14, to begin college and university applications.
