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Teach me your way, O Lord,
that | may walk in your truth;
unite my heart to fear your name.

Psalm 86 : 9
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Year 1

Semester 2

PARABLES — WHAT IS THE KINGDOM OF GOD LIKE?

PERSEVERANCE IN SUFFERING (Job)

“I PUT MY HAND ON MY MOUTH.”(Job)

ALL OUR HOPE AND CONFIDENCE RESTS ON HIM, THE RISEN SAVIOUR (Hebrews)
“YOUR WILL BE DONE.”

HE SPREADS THE SNOW LIKE WOOL

WHY?

YET!
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COMFORT, COMFORT MY PEOPLE, SAYS YOUR GOD (lIsaiah 40)
10. ANIMALS THAT TEACH US

For the week before Good Friday through the week following Pentecost
11. THE SERVANT OF THE LORD SAVES US (lsaiah)
12. HE SUFFERED IN OUR PLACE (John 18 & 19)
13. EASTER - CHRIST HAS BEEN RAISED! (1 Corinthians 15)
14. THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT - REMEMBER THE SABBATH DAY
15. FOUNT OF EVERY BLESSING (Prayer for Crops and Labour)
16. | BELIEVE
17. NOW HAS COME THE AUTHORITY OF GOD’S CHRIST (Revelation 12)
18. THE ARK —“l WILL DWELL AMONG YOU.”
19. | BELIEVE IN GOD THE HOLY SPIRIT
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PARABLES — WHAT IS THE KINGDOM OF GOD LIKE?

The Lord Jesus is our “chief Teacher” (L.D. 12). He often would use parables to make an important point about
God’s Kingdom clear to his disciples. This week we will look at three parables.

Wednesday Jan. 31
Of wheat and weeds

Matthew 13:24-30
**He put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his
field,” but while his men were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and went away. * So when the plants
came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared also. 2’ And the servants of the master of the house came and said to him,
‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have weeds?’ 2 He said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.’ So
the servants said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 2 But he said, ‘No, lest in gathering the weeds you root up
the wheat along with them. ** Let both grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time | will tell the reapers, Gather the weeds
first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.”

Discussion

1. It can be helpful to first divide the parable. Suggestion:
- vs. 24-26: sowing
- vs. 27-28: reaction servants
- vs. 29-30: answer of owner

2. Now the question: What is the kingdom of heaven compared to? Good seed among bad seed

3.  What do the servants want to do? What is course of action of the owner? The servants want to remove
the weeds right away. The owner lets both grow up, and will separate them on the day of harvest.

4. What is the point of the parable? The people of God live in the world together with unbelievers. We
cannot violently remove the unbelievers, at the same time we must not become one with them. We also
learn how the enemy, the devil, works.

5. Isit not discouraging to live in a world filled with ungodliness? How does this parable teach us patience?
There are also today people who want to oppose sin by violent means. Is this correct?

Sing: Ps.37:1,2
Lunch: Rev 22:10-15

Thursday Feb. 1
An unjust judge and a persistent widow

Luke 18:1-8
18 And he told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not lose heart. > He said, “In a certain city there was a
judge who neither feared God nor respected man. * And there was a widow in that city who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Give me
justice against my adversary.’” * For a while he refused, but afterwards he said to himself, ‘Though | neither fear God nor respect
man,’yet because this widow keeps bothering me, | will give her justice, so that she will not beat me down by her continual
coming.” ® And the Lord said, “Hear what the unrighteous judge says. ” And will not God give justice to his elect, who cry to him day
and night? Will he delay long over them? 1 tell you, he will give justice to them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man
comes, will he find faith on earth?”

Discussion

1. What is the reason for this parable? Discuss how the parable helps us in praying. Pay attention to the
attitude or persistence of the widow.

2. In which way is our Lord more than this judge? This judge did not care. The Lord does care. If then this
judge listened, how much more our Father.

3. How does the Lord end this parable and why? When the Son of Man comes will he find faith on earth? In
order to pray in a way that pleases God, we need faith.

4. How persistent are we in prayer? Why? What can we do to change this? How long does one continue to
pray for a certain thing? Can it be that we ask too much for a certain thing?

4
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Sing:Ps.9:5,6
Lunch: Rev 6:9-11

Friday Feb. 2
Talents

Matthew 25:14-30
¥ “For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted to them his property. > To one he gave five
talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. ** He who had received the five talents
went at once and traded with them, and he made five talents more. ” So also he who had the two talents made two talents
more. *® But he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his master's money. ** Now after a long time
the master of those servants came and settled accounts with them. 2 And he who had received the five talents came forward,
bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here | have made five talents more.’ * His master said to
him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; | will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your
master.” 2 And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two talents; here | have made
two talents more.” 2 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; | will set you
over much. Enter into the joy of your master.” > He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, | knew you
to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, * so | was afraid, and | went and hid
your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ % But his master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You knew
that | reap where | have not sown and gather where | scattered no seed? ?’ Then you ought to have invested my money with the
bankers, and at my coming | should have received what was my own with interest. >® So take the talent from him and give it to him
who has the ten talents. 2 For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an abundance. But from the one who has
not, even what he has will be taken away. ¥ And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

Discussion
1. We can again begin with dividing the parable. Suggestion:
a. 14-15: charge to servants
b. 16-18: what the servants do
c. 19-30: the judgement by the master

2. How does this parable explain the kingdom of heaven? In the kingdom of heaven we have a task. On the
last day we will have to give account.

3. What does this parable teach us about our tasks? Not everyone receives the same task, there is
difference, but all will have to give account. The kingdom is not for those who have the greatest increase,
but those who have been faithful.

4. What is a talent in our lives? Everything the Lord gives to help us serve Him. Not limited to money, also
health, artistic gifts, education etc.

5. Can we accept it that not all receive the same amount of talents? What are the Master's talents in your
life and what do you do with them?

Sing: Ps. 116:9, 10
Lunch: Matt 24:45-51


http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2025:14-30&version=ESVUK#fen-ESVUK-24026c
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JOB - PERSEVERANCE IN SUFFERING

Job is a fascinating book. It belongs to the wisdom literature of the Bible. Whoever wrote it put great care into it.
The book deals with very difficult questions. Why is there evil and why would God allow it? In the end we learn
that as human we have to know our place before God. His wisdom exceeds our wisdom. We have to learn to put
our hands on our mouths (Job 40:4) The next two weeks we will look at this book.

Monday Feb. 5
The accuser at work

In chapter 1 we meet Job and we also hear of what happens in heaven. Job does not know about the discussion
that takes place in heaven.

Job 1:1-12
Job's Character and Wealth
1 There was a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job, and that man was blameless and upright, one who feared God and turned
away from evil. 2There were born to him seven sons and three daughters. * He possessed 7,000 sheep, 3,000 camels, 500 yoke of
oxen, and 500 female donkeys, and very many servants, so that this man was the greatest of all the people of the east. * His sons
used to go and hold a feast in the house of each one on his day, and they would send and invite their three sisters to eat and drink
with them. ° And when the days of the feast had run their course, Job would send and consecrate them, and he would rise early in
the morning and offer burnt offerings according to the number of them all. For Job said, “It may be that my children have sinned,
and cursed God in their hearts.” Thus Job did continually.
Satan Allowed to Test Job
®Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan also came among
them. ” The Lord said to Satan, “From where have you come?” Satan answered the Lord and said, “From going to and fro on the
earth, and from walking up and down on it.” ® And the Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job, that there is none
like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, who fears God and turns away from evil?” ® Then Satan answered the Lord and
said, “Does Job fear God for no reason?*® Have you not put a hedge around him and his house and all that he has, on every side? You
have blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions have increased in the land. ** But stretch out your hand and touch all that he
has, and he will curse you to your face.”*? And the Lord said to Satan, “Behold, all that he has is in your hand. Only against him do not
stretch out your hand.” So Satan went out from the presence of the Lord.

Discussion

1. Discuss who Job was? vs. 1 - his spiritual life; vs. 2 - his family; vs. 3 - his wealth

2. Why would he sacrifice for his children?

3.  What does the devil say to the LORD about Job? “No wonder Job serves you, for he is prosperous.” That
means, Job is not serving the LORD out of love but out of greed.

4. What is the devil allowed to do? To make life difficult for Job, take his possessions away, and to see
whether Job will still serve the LORD. Is it true, as the devil suggests, that we only serve God because we
profit from it?

5. Inthe days of Job the devil was still allowed in heaven. Today he is not. Why? Christ paid for our sins. The
devil can only do what God allows him, see Art. 12 B.C. Why is a comfort?

Singing : Ps.73:1,2
Lunch: Rev.12:7-9

Tuesday Feb. 6
The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away; may the name of the LORD be praised."

Satan is allowed to inflict pain and take Job’s possessions away. The question is, what will Job do? There is tension
in all of this.

Job 1:13-22
Satan Takes Job's Property and Children
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8 Now there was a day when his sons and daughters were eating and drinking wine in their oldest brother's house, **and there came

a messenger to Job and said, “The oxen were ploughing and the donkeys feeding beside them, ** and the Sabeans fell upon them and
took them and struck down the servants with the edge of the sword, and | alone have escaped to tell you.” ** While he was yet
speaking, there came another and said, “The fire of God fell from heaven and burned up the sheep and the servants and consumed
them, and | alone have escaped to tell you.” *” While he was yet speaking, there came another and said, “The Chaldeans

formed three groups and made a raid on the camels and took them and struck down the servants with the edge of the sword, and |
alone have escaped to tell you.” ** While he was yet speaking, there came another and said, “Your sons and daughters were eating
and drinking wine in their oldest brother's house, ®and behold, a great wind came across the wilderness and struck the four corners
of the house, and it fell upon the young people, and they are dead, and | alone have escaped to tell you.”

®Then Job arose and tore his robe and shaved his head and fell on the ground and worshipped. ** And he said, “Naked | came from
my mother's womb, and naked shall | return. The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.”

21 all this Job did not sin or charge God with wrong.

Discussion

1.

2.
3.
4

What all happened to Job? Vs. 13 - 19. Did Job know why this happened? No, the LORD did not tell him.
Discuss Job's reaction. What is the human reaction to trials like these? Is Job unrealistic?

Who gained the victory the LORD or the devil? Vs. 22

The book of Job places difficult questions before us. Why is there misery in this world? Why do God's
children have to suffer? In giving us this book the LORD indicates that we may not ignore such questions.
Don't we struggle at times with the evil that we meet in life? The book of Job also stresses the sovereignty
of God. Why would that be a comfort? What does it mean that the LORD "gives and takes again?" See also
Belgic Confession art. 12 and 13

Sing: Ps.73:3,4
Lunch: Psalm 42

Wednesday Feb. 7

"Skin for skin!"

The scene is heaven again. The devil does not want to admit defeat.

Job 2:1-6

Satan Attacks Job's Health

2 Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan also came among them to
present himself before the Lord. >And the Lord said to Satan, “From where have you come?” Satan answered the Lord and said,
“From going to and fro on the earth, and from walking up and down on it.” > And the Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered my
servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, who fears God and turns away from evil? He

still holds fast his integrity, although you incited me against him to destroy him without reason.” * Then Satan answered the Lord and
said, “Skin for skin! All that a man has he will give for his life. * But stretch out your hand and touch his bone and his flesh, and he

will curse you to your face.” ® And the Lord said to Satan, “Behold, he is in your hand; only spare his life.”

Discussion

1.

2.
3.
4

What does the LORD say to the devil? Vs. 3 What is the answer of the devil? Vs. 4, 5

What is the reasoning of the devil? He still maintains that Job does all this for self-interest.

What is the devil allowed to do? Vs. 6

For a second time we read that the devil roams through the earth, going back and forth on it. What does
this mean? What should this teach us?

Sing: Ps.73:5,6
Lunch: Romans 8 : 39

Thursday Feb. 8

Shall we accept good from God, and not trouble?

Job becomes ill. What will happen?
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Job 2:7-10

750 Satan went out from the presence of the Lord and struck Job with loathsome sores from the sole of his foot to the crown of his
head. ® And he took a piece of broken pottery with which to scrape himself while he sat in the ashes.

®Then his wife said to him, “Do you still hold fast your integrity? Curse God and die.” *° But he said to her, “You speak as one of

the foolish women would speak. Shall we receive good from God, and shall we not receive evil?”® In all this Job did not sin with his
lips.

Discussion

1.

ouewnN

What does the devil do to Job? Vs. 7

What does Job's wife do? Vs. 9. Without realizing she gives voice to the intention of the devil

Discuss Job's answer in vs. 10. Who wins the battle, the devil or the LORD?

Do we hear more about the devil? No, this is the end of this matter between God and the devil.

Explain how the LORD has shown the devil the power of faith.

Job's wife is angry with God. This is a common human reaction. She voices what the devil wants Job to do.
Reflect on what Job says about this. How should this function in our lives? What is the difference between
this and fatalism?

Sing: Ps.73:7,8
Lunch:John 3:16

Friday Feb. 9

Some helpful friends!

Job 2:11-3:3

Job's Three Friends
" Now when Job's three friends heard of all this evil that had come upon him, they came each from his own place, Eliphaz the
Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite. They made an appointment together to come to show him sympathy and
comfort him. * And when they saw him from a distance, they did not recognize him. And they raised their voices and wept, and
they tore their robes and sprinkled dust on their heads toward heaven. ** And they sat with him on the ground seven days and seven
nights, and no one spoke a word to him, for they saw that his suffering was very great.
Job Laments His Birth
3 After this Job opened his mouth and cursed the day of his birth. > And Job said:
3 “Let the day perish on which | was born,

and the night that said,

‘A man is conceived.’

Discussion

1. Whydid Job’s friends come? How important is sympathy when you grieve?

2.  What is the meaning of vs. 12? Job's situation is indeed very serious.

3.  Why would they be quiet? They have nothing to say, since they believe this is Job's own fault. Is silence
important when we want to show our sympathy? Can it be that we are too quick with our words when we
want to help? These friends take the time to try to understand Job’s suffering

4. Whatis Job's reaction to this? He can bear it no longer and curses the day of his birth.

5. Job's trial is not over once the devil is out of the picture. These friends make it very difficult for him. Note
that whereas the devil wanted Job to curse the LORD, he curses his birthday. Job has to learn that we
should not build our hope on people, but on the LORD.

6. What is the meaning of true friendship in times of trial?

Sing: Ps.73:9

Lunch: Revelation 4 : 11


http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job%202&version=ESV#fen-ESV-12902a
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JOB (I1) - 1 PUT MY HAND ON MY MOUTH
This week we continue with Job. Now the questions come. Why is there suffering? The LORD allows these
guestions in the Bible, so that we reflect on them as well and learn how to answer them.

MondayFeb. 12
Sickness and sin

The second, and largest, part of Job consists of long dialogues. The friends have their explanation of why Job is
suffering (it is his own fault), and Job defends himself.

Job 4:7-8
7 “Remember: who that was innocent ever perished?
Or where were the upright cut off?
® As | have seen, those who plow iniquity
and sow trouble reap the same.

Job 7:17-21
7 What is man, that you make so much of him,

and that you set your heart on him,

8 visit him every morning
and test him every moment?

*How long will you not look away from me,
nor leave me alone till | swallow my spit?

2 | sin, what do | do to you, you watcher of mankind?
Why have you made me your mark?
Why have | become a burden to you?

Z Why do you not pardon my transgression
and take away my iniquity?

For now | shall lie in the earth;
you will seek me, but | shall not be.”

1

Discussion

1. Eliphazis speaking in chapter 4. What is his point? If you are innocent, you will have no trouble. Since you
have trouble you are not innocent. Job's misery is the proof of his sin, for the LORD would not punishing
one who is innocent.

2. IsEliphaz correct? Eliphaz' reasoning sounds logical. Is it true?

3. Jobis speaking in chapter 7. To whom is his speaking? To God, see e.g. vs. 7. What is Job saying? Why are
you making things so difficult for me?

4. Job has questions. Is it wrong to have questions? Note the beautiful change in Job's speech. First he
addresses Eliphaz, but then speaks to God. With all our questions we have to go to Him. Do we always
have to have an answer to our questions?

Sing: Ps.43:4,5
Lunch:John9:1-5

Tuesday Feb. 13
| know that my Redeemer lives!

There is no help coming from his friends, thus Job knows he needs to look elsewhere.

Job 19:23-29
B “0Oh that my words were written!
Oh that they were inscribed in a book!
Oh that with an iron pen and lead
they were engraved in the rock forever!
B For | know that my Redeemer lives,
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and at the last he will stand upon the earth.
% And after my skin has been thus destroyed,
yet in my flesh | shall see God,
7 whom | shall see for myself,
and my eyes shall behold, and not another.
My heart faints within me!
|f you say, ‘How we will pursue him!’
and, ‘The root of the matter is found in him,’
® he afraid of the sword,
for wrath brings the punishment of the sword,
that you may know there is a judgment.”

2

Discussion

1. Why does Job wishes that his words would be recorded? There is no man to help him. They all condemn
him, but yet he is convinced of his innocence. vs. 28 - 29

2. WhoisJob's only help? The Redeemer. What is a redeemer?

What does Job say about this Redeemer. He is his Redeemer. He will vindicate Job. is redeemer is living

4. What does Job say about himself? vs.26-27, he has hope. Even if his body wastes away, after his death he
shall see His Redeemer. Suffering and even death is not the end.

5. Thisis one of the instances in the O.T. where we see that the believers then already knew about the life
hereafter. How does this function in this context? What do we learn from this? In our misery we must
build our hope on our Redeemer, the Lord Jesus Christ.

w

Sing: Hy. 41
Lunch: Hebrew 7 : 25

Wednesday Feb. 14
The way to wisdom

To understand life we need wisdom. This is especially true when we deal with trials. How can we obtain this
wisdom?

Job 28:12-13; 23-28
2 4Byt where shall wisdom be found?
And where is the place of understanding?
3 Man does not know its worth,
and it is not found in the land of the living.

B “God understands the way to it,
and he knows its place.
*For he looks to the ends of the earth
and sees everything under the heavens.
»When he gave to the wind its weight
and apportioned the waters by measure,
% when he made a decree for the rain
and a way for the lightning of the thunder,
Z then he saw it and declared it;
he established it, and searched it out.
% And he said to man,
‘Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom,
and to turn away from evil is understanding.”

Discussion
1. Whois speaking? Job. Why would he be speaking about wisdom? We want to understand the things that

happen in our lives, why children of God have to suffer.
2. Where can wisdom not be found? Vs. 13 Where is wisdom found? With the LORD.

10
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Which examples of this wisdom does Job give? Vs. 25, 26

What is the conclusion here? Vs. 28

What is true wisdom? How can we gain it? If we want to find answers to our questions, how must we go
about it?

Sing: Hy.35:1, 2
Lunch: Luke 13:1-4

Thursday Feb. 15

“Brace yourself like a man; | will question you, and you shall answer me.”

Now the LORD challenges Job to answer Him, for Job had challenged the LORD.

Job 40:1-14

40 And the Lord said to Job:
2“Shall a faultfinder contend with the Almighty?
He who argues with God, let him answer it.”
Job Promises Silence
3Then Job answered the Lord and said:
““Behold, I am of small account; what shall | answer you?
I lay my hand on my mouth.
®| have spoken once, and | will not answer;
twice, but | will proceed no further.”
The Lord Challenges Job
®Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind and said:
7 “Dress for action like a man;
I will question you, and you make it known to me.
g Will you even put me in the wrong?
Will you condemn me that you may be in the right?
®Have you an arm like God,
and can you thunder with a voice like his?
9“pdorn yourself with majesty and dignity;
clothe yourself with glory and splendor.
" pour out the overflowings of your anger,
and look on everyone who is proud and abase him.
21 0ok on everyone who is proud and bring him low
and tread down the wicked where they stand.
B Hide them all in the dust together;
bind their faces in the world below.
“Then will | also acknowledge to you
that your own right hand can save you.

Discussion
1. What does the LORD say to Job? Vs. 2. The LORD challenges Job. Job thought God was wrong in what He
had done.
2. Discuss Job's reaction and attitude in response to what the LORD says. What does it mean to put your
hand over your mouth?
3. Discuss the LORD's reaction? Vs. 7 and following. He can compare to Him? Who can accuse Him of wrong?
4. Job had accused the LORD. The LORD wants Job to defend himself. Job has to admit that we have no right

to question God. We have to know our place as creatures. There are questions which will never be
answered. Do we respect this souvereignty of the LORD enough?

Sing: Hy.35:3,4
Lunch: Ps. 146

11
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Friday Feb. 16
“I despise myself and repent in dust and ashes”

We conclude with the confession of Job of God’s greatness and man’s smallness.

Job 42:1-6

Job's Confession and Repentance

42 Then Job answered the Lord and said:

24| know that you can do all things,
and that no purpose of yours can be thwarted.

3 “Who is this that hides counsel without knowledge?’

Therefore | have uttered what | did not understand,
things too wonderful for me, which | did not know.

*‘Hear, and | will speak;

I will question you, and you make it known to me.’
*I had heard of you by the hearing of the ear,

but now my eye sees you;
®therefore | despise myself,

and repent in dust and ashes.”

Discussion
1. What does the Job admit to the LORD? His own foolishness.

2. What does vs 5 mean? Job knew God, but through all this, this knowledge had deepened. He had
experienced the majesty of God.
3. WhatisJob's attitude? Vs. 6, he repents in dust and ashes

How does the book of Job end? See the last verses, the LORD blessed Job abundantly.

5. What do we learn from Job's attitude? What should be our attitude when going through hardship? Does
Job receive an explanation for his trials? No. Does he receive answers for his questions? No. Yet, he is
comforted in the end. He has experienced the strength of God's preserving power. If it was not for His
preserving power Job would not have survived the trials. We can have trials too, and not know why we
have to go through them. But knowing that the LORD will preserve His own gives comfort. (Canons of
Dort, chapter 5). Knowing why | have to suffer does not give comfort, but knowing that God is with me,
does. Looking back at the readings of this past week, what did we learn?

s

Sing: Hy. 77
Lunch:James 5:10-11

13
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ALL OUR HOPE AND CONFIDENCE RESTS ON HIM, THE RISEN SAVIOUR

Job lost his confidence in his trials, but regained it by confessing the majesty and wisdom of the LORD. Confidence
is important in life. Lack of confidence can lead to difficulties, but so can being overly confident. How can we keep
a healthy balance? Only in Christ. (Heb 3:6) The letter to the Hebrews shows the greatness of his work and how

this comforts us. Several times this letter mentions the word confidence. The readers were in need of it, so are we.

Tuesday Feb. 20
Confidence required

The believers to whom the letter to the Hebrews was directed were facing trials. The danger was that because of
these trials they would give up. They needed encouragement and confidence.

Hebrews 3:12-19

Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away from the living God. ** But exhort
one another every day, as long as it is called “today,” that none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. ** For we have
come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original confidence firm to the end. ** As it is said,

“Today, if you hear his voice,

do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion.”
'8 For who were those who heard and yet rebelled? Was it not all those who left Egypt led by Moses? 7 And with whom was he
provoked for forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose bodies fell in the wilderness? ** And to whom did he swear

that they would not enter his rest, but to those who were disobedient? *° So we see that they were unable to enter because of
unbelief.

Discussion

1. Whatis chapter 3 referring to? The people of Israel who tested God and did not enter the promised land.
They lacked confidence.

2. How is this applied to the readers? See vs. 12. What should they rather do? Vs. 13

3. What s vs. 14 saying? When they first came to faith, they had confidence. Now they have to continue in
this confidence.

4. How can they do this? By remaining in Christ and heading his voice.

5. When people come to faith they can be filled with confidence, but when hardship comes this confidence
can be shaken. Does this happen in our lives? What should we do then? How can we help one another in
this regard? What is the seriousness of the warning contained in this text?

6. What does our society teach about confidence? In which we is this different from what we learn from the
Bible?

Sing: Ps. 118:1, 2
Lunch: Hebrews 4 :1 -2

Extra Day Reading could be done with Wed.
Confidence given

True confidence is a gift of the Lord Jesus. Because He forgives our sins we have confidence.

Hebrews 4 :14 - 16
Jesus the Great High Priest
“Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our
confession. ** For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has
been tempted as we are, yet without sin. *° Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy
and find grace to help in time of need.
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Discussion

1. Whatis the main sentence in vs. 14? Therefore let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. What does this
mean? How can we do this? The text speaks of “the faith” which points to the contents of what we
believe, that is the doctrine of God’s Word.

2. Why must we and can we hold firmly to the faith? Since we have a great high priest who has gone
through the heavens. What does this refer to? The ascension of Christ. He is seated at God's right hand to
intercede for us.

3. Our confidence is everything to do with the One who intercedes for us. What kind of an Intercessor do we
have? Why is this so wonderful? How does this give confidence?

4. What do we receive when we approach the throne of grace through Him? vs. 16

5. At times we may be afraid to come to God. Why? How does this text help us?

Sing: Ps. 118:3, 4
Lunch: Hebrews 9 : 24 - 26

Wednesday Feb. 21
Confidence to enter the holy places

Hebrews 10 :19 - 25
®Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, ° by the new and living way that he
opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, >* and since we have a great priest over the house of God, % let us draw
near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with
pure water. > Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful. ** And let us consider
how to stir up one another to love and good works, > not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one
another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.

Discussion
1. The OT priesthood had its shortcoming. The priesthood of Christ is perfect. His one sacrifice is sufficient
for a complete forgiveness of all our sins. How does this passage show that our confidence rests in Christ
alone?
2. In which way does the Lord Jesus fulfil the OT priesthood / temple? In which way is he greater than the OT
priesthood / temple?
3. What do we need to do to continue in this confidence? See vs. 23-25

Sing: Hy. 38
Lunch: Hebrews 10: 26 - 31

Thursday Feb. 22
Confidence needed

We need confidence in trials.

Hebrews 10:32 -39
2Byt recall the former days when, after you were enlightened, you endured a hard struggle with sufferings,33 sometimes
being publicly exposed to reproach and affliction, and sometimes being partners with those so treated. *For you had compassion on
those in prison, and you joyfully accepted the plundering of your property, since you knew that you yourselves had a better
possession and an abiding one. % Therefore do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward. *For you have need of
endurance, so that when you have done the will of God you may receive what is promised. *For,
“Yet a little while,
and the coming one will come and will not delay;
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% put my righteous one shall live by faith,
and if he shrinks back,
my soul has no pleasure in him.”
¥ But we are not of those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who have faith and preserve their souls.

Discussion

1.

Discuss what we read in vs. 35. We should not throw our confidence away. Why was this necessary? The
trials they were going through. Initially they had stood the test, but now were in danger of giving up.
What is the implication of this? We need to persevere - vs. 35- and not shrink back -vs.38.

We can face trials because we believe. Could you give examples? What do we need to do then? What is
the rewards vs. 35 speaks about. See also vs. 36.

Sing: Ps. 118 :7.8
Lunch: Hebrews 11 : 1

Friday Feb. 23

Confidence shown

Confidence has everything to do with our daily lives as well. Our confidence shows in that we serve the Lord even
in the face of opposition.

Hebrews 13:1-8

13 Let brotherly love continue. 2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels
unawares. > Remember those who are in prison, as though in prison with them, and those who are mistreated, since you also are in
the body. * Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled, for God will judge the sexually immoral
and adulterous. ® Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he has said, “I will never leave you
nor forsake you.”®So we can confidently say,

“The Lord is my helper;

I will not fear;

what can man do to me?”
”Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. Consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their
faith. ® Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.

Discussion
1. Where do we find the word confidence? Vs. 6. What do we say in confidence? What does this mean?
2. Why can we say this in confidence? Vs. 5 the end.
3. What is the foundation of this confidence? Vs. 8. What does this mean?
4. How does this confidence show? No love for money.
5. We can be overly confident, we can also lack confidence. Our confidence grows when we live from the
Word of God, His promise.
6. Why would these leaders be important?
Sing: Hy. 71

Lunch: Hebrews 13 :11 - 14
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YOUR WILL BE DONE

As faithful stewards we are taught to pray, Your will be done. This petition is so necessary because by nature we
want to follow our own will. To deny our own will without complaining is the work of the Holy Spirit.

Monday Feb. 26
Deny our own will without any murmuring.

In order to do Father’s will we have to deny our own will without any murmuring. The people or Israel had to learn
this as well. In fact, as they travelled through the desert they often murmured.

Numbers14:1-4
The People Rebel
14 Then all the congregation raised a loud cry, and the people wept that night. >And all the people of Israel grumbled against Moses
and Aaron. The whole congregation said to them, “Would that we had died in the land of Egypt! Or would that we had died in this
wilderness! > Why is the Lord bringing us into this land, to fall by the sword? Our wives and our little ones will become a prey. Would
it not be better for us to go back to Egypt?” * And they said to one another, “Let us choose a leader and go back to Egypt.”

Discussion

1. Why did the Israelites grumble? Because they had heard the report of the spies. The task ahead was too
much. There are other examples in Numbers, often when the people were facing trials.

2. How did they grumbling? Blame the LORD for their situation. Suggest that their redemption was done
with evil intent. Can this happen to us as well. Do we understand why the LORD is angry at this
grumbling? Does He have an evil intent when redeeming His people?

3. Discuss the first part of L.D. 49. What does it mean? Give examples of situations in which we tend to
murmur. Why can it be so difficult to deny our own will?

Sing: Ps. 106 : 12
Lunch: 1 Corinthians 10: 6 - 13

Tuesday Feb. 27
The freewill offering

The LORD redeems and renews us so that we serve the LORD with our will.

Leviticus 22 : 17 - 20
Acceptable Offerings
7 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, *® “Speak to Aaron and his sons and all the people of Israel and say to them, When any one of
the house of Israel or of the sojourners in Israel presents a burnt offering as his offering, for any of their vows or freewill offerings
that they offer to the Lord, *if it is to be accepted for you it shall be a male without blemish, of the bulls or the sheep or the
goats. °You shall not offer anything that has a blemish, for it will not be acceptable for you.

Discussion

1. What s this passage about? Vs. 18 - the freewill offering. What is the purpose of this sacrifice? This is
beside the regular sacrifices (burnt, guilt, sin, etc), allowing the people of Israel to show their thankfulness
without being “forced.” God wants to be served from the heart.

2. How is this related to the petition? The LORD loves it when his people serve him with their will.

3. Discuss what is required of this freewill offering. Why did it have to be perfect? What do we learn from
this? Our will has to conform to his will. Even when it is “freewill” it still must be according to his law.
What is our freewill offering? Are you willing to sacrifice even if it costs you a lot?

Sing: Ps. 116 :8. 8
Lunch: 1 Kings 8 : 62 - 66
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Wednesday Feb. 28
Be transformed by the renewing of your mind

To do the will of the LORD we have to be renewed in our minds.

Romans11:36-12:2

** For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.

A Living Sacrifice

12 | appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to
God, which is your spiritual worship. > Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by
testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.

Discussion

1. Discuss vs. 36. It declares the glory of God in the work of Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Why does Paul write
these words? See previous verses, God's dealings with Israel and the Gentiles. Salvation is God's gift.

2.  What is the consequence of this wonderful redemption? Vs. 1 - what does this mean? What does it mean
to offer our bodies as living sacrifices to God?

3. How can we do this? Vs. 2

4. What is the connection with the petition? We can only do the will of God when we are renewed in our
minds. His will is good and pleasing and perfect. Doing God's will shows in not conforming to the pattern
of this world.

5. Is God's will indeed always good and pleasing and perfect? Or, do we look at it as a burden? What would
you say to someone who sees it as a burden?

Sing: Ps. 143 :6,7
Lunch: Romans 12:9-16

Thursday Mar. 1
May God fill you with the knowledge of His will.

To be renewed in our minds we have to filled with spiritual wisdom and understanding.

Colossians 1:9-12
® And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in
all spiritual wisdom and understanding, *°so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every
good work and increasing in the knowledge of God. ™ May you be strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might,
for all endurance and patience with joy," giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints
in light.

Discussion
1. Discuss what the apostle prays for. See Vs. 9 - the end. What does this mean? Try to be specific. Note that
in order to have this knowledge we need spiritual wisdom and understanding.
2. Why does he pray this? Vs. 10 - 12. List the items mentioned. What happens in our lives when we have
the knowledge of this will?
a. strengthened
b. endurance and patience
c. giving thanks
What is the reason for wanting to know God's will? Vs. 12 last part
4. How important is it for us to be filled with the knowledge of God's will? In which way can we be filled with
the knowledge of His will? Do we indeed pray for this? Reflect on the result of such knowledge as
mentioned in vs. 10-12. What are these results and how important are they?
18
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Sing: Ps.40:3
Lunch:1John2:16-17

Friday Mar. 2

The joy of freedom

Doing the will of the Lord has consequences for public life.

1Peter2:13-17

Submission to Authority

B Be subject for the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether it be to the emperor as supreme,** or to governors as sent by
him to punish those who do evil and to praise those who do good. ** For this is the will of God, that by doing good you should put to
silence the ignorance of foolish people. *® Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as
servants of God. *” Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor.

Discussion

1.

What instruction does the apostle give? Vs. 13, 14. Why should they do this? For the Lord's sake, because
those in authority are sent by Him. Why does the Lord send them? Vs. 14 last part.

2. How does this relate to the petition? God's will for us is revealed here.
3. What is the result of doing His will? Vs 15 last part. Explain how this can happen. How would our
submission silence the 'ignorant talk of foolish men'? How important is it what people say about us? Why?
4. Discuss how vs. 16-17 connect to this.
5. What should be our attitude towards those who have authority in the state? Why do we rather do the
opposite?
Sing: Hy. 63 : 4

Lunch: 1 Peter4:2-3
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HE SPREADS THE SNOW LIKE WOOL
This time of the year we deal with ice and snow. Although Palestine is a subtropical climate, yet the Bible also
knows of snow and ice.

Monday Mar. 5
He spreads the snow like wool

Psalm 147 :12 - 20
2praise the Lord, O Jerusalem!
Praise your God, O Zion!
B For he strengthens the bars of your gates;
he blesses your children within you.
He makes peace in your borders;
he fills you with the finest of the wheat.
>He sends out his command to the earth;
his word runs swiftly.
' He gives snow like wool;
he scatters frost like ashes.
He hurls down his crystals of ice like crumbs;
who can stand before his cold?
®He sends out his word, and melts them;
he makes his wind blow and the waters flow.
*He declares his word to Jacob,
his statutes and rules to Israel.
% He has not dealt thus with any other nation;
they do not know his rules.
Praise the Lord!

Discussion
1. Where is the reference to snow and ice? Vs. 16 Discuss how this reference functions. It shows the power
of God's Word.
2. Why would God's power in creation be important to us? To show us that His Word is powerful. This Word
He has given to us.
3. What does this passage teach us about God, about ourselves and how does it help us to serve Him?

Sing: Ps. 147 :5
Lunch: Ps. 147 :1-11

Tuesday Mar. 6
Snow white

Isaiah 1:18-20
8 “Come now, let us reason together, says the Lord:
though your sins are like scarlet,
they shall be as white as snow;
though they are red like crimson,
they shall become like wool.
Yf you are willing and obedient,
you shall eat the good of the land;
®but if you refuse and rebel,
you shall be eaten by the sword;
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”

Discussion
1. Where is the reference to snow and ice? Vs. 18. Discuss how this reference functions? To show the extent

of God's mercy.

20



Daily Devotions, year 1, semester 2

What do the words "Come now, let us reason together" mean? Even at that time the LORD is still trying to

bring His people to repentance. If you look at the context why is this amazing?

What does this passage teach us about God, about ourselves and how does it help us to serve Him?

Sing: Ps. 145 : 2
Lunch:lsa.1:21-28

Wednesday Mar. 7

The snow of Lebanon

Jeremiah 18 :13-17

B “Therefore thus says the Lord:
Ask among the nations,
Who has heard the like of this?
The virgin Israel
has done a very horrible thing.
“Does the snow of Lebanon leave
the crags of Sirion?
Do the mountain waters run dry,
the cold flowing streams?

5 But my people have forgotten me;
they make offerings to false gods;
they made them stumble in their ways,

in the ancient roads,
and to walk into side roads,
not the highway,
® making their land a horror,
a thing to be hissed at forever.
Everyone who passes by it is horrified
and shakes his head.
7| ike the east wind | will scatter them
before the enemy.
| will show them my back, not my face,
in the day of their calamity.”

1

Discussion
Where is the reference to snow and ice? Vs. 14. How does this reference function? Points to Israel's

1.

2.
3.
4.

stubbornness. Discuss the comparison invs. 14 and 15.

You can expect the snow to stay on Lebanon, so God can expect His people to serve and love Him. Why?

What is the result of Israel's stubbornness? vs. 16 - 17

What does this passage teach us about God, about ourselves and how does it help us to serve Him?

Sing: Ps.81:8,9
Lunch: Jeremiah 18 : 18

Thursday Mar. 8 (Reading for Friday could also be done today)

Thawing ice and melting snow

Job 6:11-17

" “What strength do | have, that I should still hope?
What prospects, that | should be patient?

Do | have the strength of stone?
Is my flesh bronze?
Do | have any power to help myself,

now that success has been driven from me?
““Anyone who withholds kindness from a friend

forsakes the fear of the Almighty.

> But my brothers are as undependable as intermittent streams,
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as the streams that overflow
'8 when darkened by thawing ice
and swollen with melting snow,
" but that stop flowing in the dry season,
and in the heat vanish from their channels.
Discussion
1. Where is the reference to snow and ice? See vs.16
2. What is the comparison?
3. What is Job’s situation? Why would he be saying this?
4. Discuss vs. 14. What is the importance of friendship? Why would vs. 14 connect this to the fear of the
LORD?

Sing: Ps.55:5, 6, 10
Lunch: Psalm 148 : 7 -14

Friday Mar. 9
Who gives birth to the frost?

Job38:1-3&22-30
The Lord Answers Job
38 Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind and said:
2“Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge?
3 Dress for action like a man;
I will question you, and you make it known to me.

Zuhave you entered the storehouses of the snow,
or have you seen the storehouses of the hail,
3 which | have reserved for the time of trouble,
for the day of battle and war?
#What is the way to the place where the light is distributed,
or where the east wind is scattered upon the earth?
» “Who has cleft a channel for the torrents of rain
and a way for the thunderbolt,
*t0 bring rain on a land where no man is,
on the desert in which there is no man,
7 t0 satisfy the waste and desolate land,
and to make the ground sprout with grass?
% uHas the rain a father,
or who has begotten the drops of dew?
* From whose womb did the ice come forth,
and who has given birth to the frost of heaven?
%The waters become hard like stone,
and the face of the deep is frozen.

2

Discussion
1. Where is the reference to snow and ice? Vs. 22. How does this reference function? The sovereign wisdom
of God.

2. How does this function in Job? Job had questioned the LORD. The LORD reveals that man may not call Him
to account, but must worship Him in trust.
3. What does this passage teach us about God, about ourselves and how does it help us to serve Him?

Sing: Hy.5:3,4
Lunch: Job 38 :34 - 38
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Following Devotions are for
The Week before Good Friday
Through

The Week following Pentecost
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THE SERVANT OF THE LORD SAVES US

Next week we will remember the death of our Lord on Good Friday. The Old Testament prophesied his work. This
week we will look at the prophecies in Isaiah that speak about His work, the passages where we read about the
servant of the LORD. The last one (Isa 53) is well known, but you could say that this last one is the climax of several
songs. To understand these passages we must have a good understanding what it means to be a servant.

Monday Mar. 19
Here is my servant
The servant is presented and receives his task.

Isaiah 42:1-9
42 Behold my servant, whom | uphold,
my chosen, in whom my soul delights;
I have put my Spirit upon him;
he will bring forth justice to the nations.
%He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice,
or make it heard in the street;
%a bruised reed he will not break,
and a faintly burning wick he will not quench;
he will faithfully bring forth justice.
“*He will not grow faint or be discouraged
till he has established justice in the earth;
and the coastlands wait for his law.
*Thus says God, the Lord,
who created the heavens and stretched them out,
who spread out the earth and what comes from it,
who gives breath to the people on it
and spirit to those who walk in it:
64l am the Lord; | have called you in righteousness;
| will take you by the hand and keep you;
I will give you as a covenant for the people,
a light for the nations,
to open the eyes that are blind,
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
from the prison those who sit in darkness.
&| am the Lord; that is my name;
my glory | give to no other,
nor my praise to carved idols.
®Behold, the former things have come to pass,
and new things | now declare;
before they spring forth
I tell you of them.”

Discussion
1. The LORD is presenting his servant. What does he say about this servant. Vs. 1
What will he do? See vs. 1-4
Discuss what the LORD says to Him. See Vs. 6 - 7
What is the motivation for this? Vs. 8-9. How does this apply to us?
Who is this servant? Do you see how this applied to the work of Christ on earth? How does this apply to
us?
Canons of Dort |, 16 quotes verse 3. How does that quote function? Why is this a comfort?
What does it mean that this Servant is made "to be a covenant for the people and a light for the
Gentiles?"

ukhwnN

N

Sing: Hy. 27:1, 2
Lunch: Matthew 12 : 18 - 21
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Tuesday Mar. 20

In You | will display my splendor.

Isaiah49:1-9

49 Listen to me, O coastlands,
and give attention, you peoples from afar.
The Lord called me from the womb,
from the body of my mother he named my name.
>He made my mouth like a sharp sword;
in the shadow of his hand he hid me;
he made me a polished arrow;
in his quiver he hid me away.
2 And he said to me, “You are my servant,
Israel, in whom | will be glorified.”
‘But said, “I have labored in vain;
| have spent my strength for nothing and vanity;
yet surely my right is with the Lord,
and my recompense with my God.”
® And now the Lord says,
he who formed me from the womb to be his servant,
to bring Jacob back to him;
and that Israel might be gathered to him—
for  am honored in the eyes of the Lord,
and my God has become my strength—
®he says:
“It is too light a thing that you should be my servant
to raise up the tribes of Jacob
and to bring back the preserved of Israel;
I will make you as a light for the nations,
that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”
” Thus says the Lord,
the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One,
to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nation,
the servant of rulers:
“Kings shall see and arise;
princes, and they shall prostrate themselves;
because of the Lord, who is faithful,
the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.”
The Restoration of Israel
8 Thus says the Lord:
“In a time of favor | have answered you;
in a day of salvation | have helped you;
I will keep you and give you
as a covenant to the people,
to establish the land,
to apportion the desolate heritages,
% saying to the prisoners, ‘Come out,’
to those who are in darkness, ‘Appear.’
They shall feed along the ways;
on all bare heights shall be their pasture;

Daily Devotions, year 1, semester 2

What is His answer to the LORD Vs. 4 - Do you also see this in the work of Christ on earth? Explain.
What is the response of the LORD? Vs. 6. What does this mean? The work of this Servant is for all the

Discussion
1. Whois speakingin vs. 1? the Servant. What does He say about Himself? Vs. 1, 2
2.
3.
nations.
4.

Some elements in this passage are similar to the previous passage, but what is new? The servant will not
have an easy time. His work will be for all the nations. What does this passage mean for us? Do you see
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the connection with what happened in the life of Christ, as well as, in the work of the apostles? The Jews
refused to obey and thus the gospel went to the Gentiles. See also Romans 11:11-12.

Sing: Hy. 27 :3, 4
Lunch: John 8:12

Wednesday Mar. 21

“I offered my back to those who beat me.”
It becomes clearer that the servant will meet suffering.

Isaiah 50:4-11

Discussion
1.
Who are the weary?
2.
Christ obeyed God's will perfectly? (see also L.D. 23 Q/A 60)
3.

“The Lord God has given me
the tongue of those who are taught,
that | may know how to sustain with a word
him who is weary.
Morning by morning he awakens;
he awakens my ear
to hear as those who are taught.
*The Lord God has opened my ear,
and | was not rebellious;
| turned not backward.
®| gave my back to those who strike,
and my cheeks to those who pull out the beard;
| hid not my face
from disgrace and spitting.
7 But the Lord God helps me;
therefore | have not been disgraced;
therefore I have set my face like a flint,
and | know that | shall not be put to shame.
He who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together.
Who is my adversary?
Let him come near to me.
®Behold, the Lord God helps me;
who will declare me guilty?
Behold, all of them will wear out like a garment;
the moth will eat them up.
“Who among you fears the Lord
and obeys the voice of his servant?
Let him who walks in darkness
and has no light
trust in the name of the Lord
and rely on his God.
1 Behold, all you who kindle a fire,
who equip yourselves with burning torches!
Walk by the light of your fire,
and by the torches that you have kindled!
This you have from my hand:
you shall lie down in torment.

What is the Servant saying in vs. 4? He is obedient to the Word of God and brings that Word to the weary.

What is the Servant saying in vs. 5? He has been obedient and faithful. Why is it important to know that

What is the Servant saying in vs. 6? He was rejected by men. What did they do to him? Why?
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What is the Servant saying in vs. 7-8? He expects His help from the LORD. He does not take justice in His
own hands.
What is his message? Salvation for God's people (vs. 10), judgment for those who refuse to believe (vs.11)

Sing: Hy. 27 :5, 6
Lunch: Matthew 23 :29 - 36

Thursday Mar. 22

He was despised and rejected by men.

Now we come to the fourth song, the more well-known one.

Isaiah 52:13-53:3

1 Behold, my servant shall act wisely;
he shall be high and lifted up,
and shall be exalted.
¥ As many were astonished at you—
his appearance was so marred, beyond human semblance,
and his form beyond that of the children of mankind—
50 shall he sprinkle many nations;
kings shall shut their mouths because of him;
for that which has not been told them they see,
and that which they have not heard they understand.
53 Who has believed what he has heard from us?
And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?
For he grew up before him like a young plant,
and like a root out of dry ground;
he had no form or majesty that we should look at him,
and no beauty that we should desire him.
*He was despised and rejected by men;
a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief;
and as one from whom men hide their faces
he was despised, and we esteemed him not.

Discussion

1. Whois speaking in vs. 13? The LORD God.

2. Invs. 14-15 the LORD makes a comparison. Which one? The suffering (vs.14) and the subsequent glory
(15) The Contrast of humiliation and exaltation. The road to glory goes through hardship.

3. Verse 1is a question. What is the answer to the question and why? Could it be because we do not expect
the "arm of God" to be revealed in One who was "despised"? Did the Jews in the N.T. believe in a
suffering Messiah? Why not? What kind of a servant does human nature like? Think of what Paul writes
in 1 Corinthians 1.

4. What is the significance of the "arm of the LORD"? His mighty deeds and power.

5. What is said about this servant in vs. 2 and 3? He will have to suffer.

6. The Servant's road to glory went through suffering. The same applies to us too. With many sufferings we

must enter the Kingdom of God. How are we able to do this? Only when we know the suffering and
obedience of this Servant. Why would chapter 53 begin with the question "Who has believed?"

Sing: Hy. 27:7,8
Lunch: 1 Corinthians 1:18 - 19

Friday Mar. 23

He will bear their iniquities.

Isaiah 53 is one of the clearest references in the O.T. to the suffering of the Lord Jesus.
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Isaiah 53:4-12

“Surely he has borne our griefs
and carried our sorrows;
yet we esteemed him stricken,
smitten by God, and afflicted.
®But he was pierced for our transgressions;
he was crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace,
and with his wounds we are healed.
® All we like sheep have gone astray;
we have turned—every one—to his own way;
and the Lord has laid on him
the iniquity of us all.
"He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,
yet he opened not his mouth;
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter,
and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent,
so he opened not his mouth.
8By oppression and judgment he was taken away;
and as for his generation, who considered
that he was cut off out of the land of the living,
stricken for the transgression of my people?
® And they made his grave with the wicked
and with a rich man in his death,
although he had done no violence,
and there was no deceit in his mouth.
%yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him;
he has put him to grief;
when his soul makes an offering for guilt,
he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days;
the will of the Lord shall prosper in his hand.
1 out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied;
by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant,
make many to be accounted righteous,
and he shall bear their iniquities.
2 Therefore | will divide him a portion with the many,
and he shall divide the spoil with the strong,
because he poured out his soul to death
and was numbered with the transgressors;
yet he bore the sin of many,
and makes intercession for the transgressors.

Discussion

1.

Noukwn

Why did this servant have to suffer? Vs. 5
What caused this? Vs. 6
How did this suffering show in His life? Vs.7-9

Why was it the LORD's will? To atone for our sins, vs. 10
What is the result? vs. 11 - many will be justified; vs. 12 - He will be glorified

Note what He did and how it benefits us.

Daily Devotions, year 1, semester 2

Do you again see the progress within the prophecies of Isaiah? He has to suffer (yesterday's passage), but
He does so for us, to restore us. We speak of the blessed memory of the bitter death of God's dear Son
(Form for Lord's Supper). We must cherish this. Do we? How? Do you also see you own sins in the light of

this sacrifice?

Sing: Ps.69:4,5
Lunch: Romans 5:18 - 19
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HE SUFFERED IN OUR PLACE

Last week we read the prophecies about Christ's suffering. This week we will pay attention to the last part of the
road which led to the cross. We must keep in mind what we confess in L.D. 15 and 16. He suffered for us and so
delivered us from the wrath and judgement of God.

Monday Mar. 26

The betrayal.

John18:1-9

18 When Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples across the brook Kidron, where there was a garden, which he
and his disciples entered. ?Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place, for Jesus often met there with his disciples. So
Judas, having procured a band of soldiers and some officers from the chief priests and the Pharisees, went there with lanterns and
torches and weapons. * Then Jesus, knowing all that would happen to him, came forward and said to them, “Whom do you
seek?” 5They answered him, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus said to them, “l am he.” Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with
them.® When Jesus said to them, “l am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground. ”So he asked them again, “Whom do you
seek?” And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” ®Jesus answered, “I told you that | am he. So, if you seek me, let these men go.” °
to fulfill the word that he had spoken: “Of those whom you gave me | have lost not one.”

This was

Discussion

1. Which prayer does vs. 1 refer to? Chapter 17. The prayer for protection for the church.

2. Why would Judas lead the soldiers? Could the soldiers not find the Lord Jesus without Judas? How does all
this show the suffering of our Lord?

3. Discuss verse 4.

4. Why would the soldiers fall to the ground? This shows the power of the Lord.

5.  Why would John record this? To show that the Lord Jesus gave Himself willingly. He could have destroyed
them all. Instead He gave Himself to them. What benefit is this for us?

6. What do the last words of vs. 9 indicate?

Sing: Hy. 25:1, 2
Lunch:John 18 :10-11

Tuesday Mar. 27

Rejected by the Sanhedrin.

John18:19-24

Y The high priest then questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching. 2 Jesus answered him, “I have spoken openly to the
world. | have always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where all Jews come together. | have said nothing in secret. * Why do
you ask me? Ask those who have heard me what | said to them; they know what I said.” 2 When he had said these things, one of the
officers standing by struck Jesus with his hand, saying, “Is that how you answer the high priest?” > Jesus answered him, “If what |
said is wrong, bear witness about the wrong; but if what | said is right, why do you strike me?” 2* Annas then sent him bound

to Caiaphas the high priest.

Discussion

1. Why would the high priest ask about the disciples and teaching of the Lord Jesus? They want to find a
reason for death.

2. What is the answer of the Lord Jesus? Go ask those who heard me, vs., 20-21. What does this indicate?
Christ's teaching was not done in secret. Everyone in Israel could know about it. Christ forces His accusers
to go to the Word. Christ brings out in this way that they refuse to listen to Him.

3. Ask those who heard me, said the Lord. What if He would say this about us? Would we be able to answer.
How well do we keep the word of Christ with us?

4. How do we see in this passage the suffering of our Lord?
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Sing: Hy. 25:3,4
Lunch: John 18 : 25 - 27

Wednesday Mar. 28
Rejected by the judge.

John19:1-7

19 Then Pilate took Jesus and flogged him. > And the soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on his head and arrayed
him in a purple robe. * They came up to him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and struck him with their hands. * Pilate went out again
and said to them, “See, | am bringing him out to you that you may know that | find no guilt in him.” *So Jesus came out, wearing the
crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, “Behold the man!” ® When the chief priests and the officers saw him, they
cried out, “Crucify him, crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him, for | find no guilt in him.”” The

Jews answered him, “We have a law, and according to that law he ought to die because he has made himself the Son of God.”

Discussion
1. What did Pilate do with the Lord Jesus? Vs. 1 - Why?
What did the soldiers do with the Lord Jesus? Vs 2, 3 - Why?
What does Pilate say about the Lord? He is innocent - vs. 6. Why is this important. See L.D. 15.
What do the Jews demand? That the Lord be crucified.
How do we see here the suffering of our Lord?

vk wn

Sing: Hy. 25:5, 6
Lunch:John19:8-11

Thursday Mar. 29
Handed over to be crucified
John19:14-18

" Now it was the day of Preparation of the Passover. It was about the sixth hour. He said to the Jews, “Behold your King!” ** They
cried out, “Away with him, away with him, crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Shall | crucify your King?” The chief priests answered,
“We have no king but Caesar.” ** So he delivered him over to them to be crucified.

The Crucifixion

So they took Jesus, 7 and he went out, bearing his own cross, to the place called The Place of a Skull, which in Aramaic is called
Golgotha. ® There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, and Jesus between them.

Discussion
1. Why would vs. 14 refer to the Passover? The Passover feast is about to be fulfilled in Christ.
2. What does Pilate do with Christ? Hands Him over to the Jews to be crucified. What is the significance of
crucifixion? What is the comfort for us? See L.D. 15.
How did Christ go to Golgotha? Carrying His own cross.
How do we see here the suffering of our Lord.
5. Note how little is said about the crucifixion. Many people like to embellish or dramatize it. The Bible is
very sober. Why? Can we ever imagine what the suffering must have meant to Christ? Explain.

s w

Sing: Hy. 25:7
Lunch:John 19:28 - 30
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EASTER - CHRIST HAS BEEN RAISED!

Christ rose from the dead. The grave could not keep him in its power. He has paid for all our sins. This is not an
excuse to go on in sin, but an incentive to a life of thankfulness.

Tuesday Apr. 3

Christ the firstfruits.

1 Corinthians 15:12 - 20

2 Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? *But if
there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. ** And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is
in vain and your faith is in vain. *> We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified about God that he raised
Christ, whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. ®For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been
raised. *” And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. ® Then those also who have fallen asleep
in Christ have perished. * If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied.

2Byt in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.

Discussion

1.

What were some people in Corinth saying? There is no resurrection of the dead vs. 13. They believed that
after we die our souls go to be with the Lord for all eternity, but the body has no further function. Can you
understand that they had difficult seeing how our bodies have a future? When facing death we also face
the breakdown of the body.

If that is true, what will be the consequence? Then Christ has not been raised either. If Christ has not been
raised, what then? Then our faith is useless. Then death still has power and sin has not been fully paid for.
See also the first part of Lord's Day 17 g/a 45. How much do we realize this? Why is the resurrection of
the body so pivotal to our faith? Is there a danger that we look at the future in terms of the soul, rather
than the whole person, body and soul?

If Christ is our hope only in this life and not when death comes, what then? Vs. 19

Sing: Hy. 68 :1, 2
Lunch: Acts 2:22-24

Wednesday Apr. 4

The last enemy

1 Corinthians 15 : 20 - 28

®But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. ** For as by a man came death, by a
man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 2 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 2 But each in his
own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. ** Then comes the end, when he delivers the
kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and every authority and power. > For he must reign until he has put all his
enemies under his feet.® The last enemy to be destroyed is death. ¥ For “God® has put all things in subjection under his feet.” But
when it says, “all things are put in subjection,” it is plain that he is excepted who put all things in subjection under him. 2 When all
things are subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be subjected to him who put all things in subjection under him, that God
may be all in all.

Discussion

1.

w

Why is Christ called in vs. 20 the “first fruits”? The first fruits. This term reminds of harvest. This is the
harvest of God's work of renewing this creation. Christ is the beginning. First fruit is also the certainty that
more will come.

Verses 21 and 22 draw a parallel. Which one? As in one man (Adam) all died, so in one Man (Christ) all will
be made alive

Why do we have to wait for our resurrection? Vs. 24-28, God's work has to go on and be completed first.
Who was the first enemy? Death (Gen 3:3) Who is the last enemy? Why is he called that way?
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5. How is Christ's resurrection a "sure pledge of our glorious resurrection?" (L.D. 17) To wait is not always
easy. Does this passage help us in our waiting? Although death is no longer a punishment, is it still an
enemy? Yes, it remains painful. Why?

Sing: Hy. 68 : 3, 4
Lunch: Acts 2:32-35

Thursday Apr. 5
Come to your senses.

1 Corinthians 15 : 29 - 34
® Otherwise, what do people mean by being baptized on behalf of the dead? If the dead are not raised at all, why are people
baptized on their behalf? * Why are we in danger every hour? *!| protest, brothers, by my pride in you, which | have in Christ Jesus
our Lord, | die every day! ** What do | gain if, humanly speaking, | fought with beasts at Ephesus? If the dead are not raised, “Let us
eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.” * Do not be deceived: “Bad company ruins good morals.” ** Wake up from your drunken
stupor, as is right, and do not go on sinning. For some have no knowledge of God. | say this to your shame.

Discussion

1. What is the point of this passage? Why serve God, if Christ has not been raised? If the human body has no
future, we can do with it what we want. “Let us eat and drink.” Isn’t that the attitude of many today?

2.  What does vs. 33 say and why would Paul say this? The believers were not living holy lives. Paul shows
that this is a consequence of denying the resurrection of the body. Our bodies have a future. We must use
them properly. How does this show?

3.  What does vs. 33 mean for our friendships? Note that L.D. 41 uses it as one of the proof texts.

Sing: Hy. 68 :5, 6
Lunch: Acts3:12-16

Friday Apr. 6
God gives us the victory through Christ.

1 Corinthians 15 : 51 - 58

51 Behold! | tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, *2in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the
last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. * For this perishable
body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on immortality. ** When the perishable puts on the imperishable,
and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written:

“Death is swallowed up in victory.”

3340 death, where is your victory?

O death, where is your sting?”

*The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. *” But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus
Christ.
*® Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the
Lord your labor is not in vain.

Discussion
1. A mysteryis a truth we can only know because God has revealed it to us. What is the mystery? Our bodies
will be changed. Indeed as they are now they cannot be used in God’s future kingdom.
2. What kind of a change? Vs. 53, 54. Do we know what that means exactly?
What will happen to death? Vs. 54. What does this mean for our daily lives? Vs. 58.
4. The words of vs. 55-57 come from Hosea. There they are a call for death to punish the sinners. What are
they here? A taunt song, or a victory song.

w

Sing: Hy. 68: 7, 8
Lunch: Acts 3:24 - 26
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THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT - REMEMBER THE SABBATH DAY

The resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ took place on the first day of the new week. The Church of the New
Testament celebrates this in observing the Lord's Day as a day of rest. See Lord's Day 38. The discussion about the
Lord's Day can lead to many discussions about what is allowed or not allowed. Such discussions are important but
we should not lose sight of the main message of the Lord's Day, the celebration of the victory of life over death.

Monday Apr. 9
The Sabbath, a sign.

Exodus 31:12-18
2 And the Lord said to Moses, ** “You are to speak to the people of Israel and say, ‘Above all you shall keep my Sabbaths, for this is a
sign between me and you throughout your generations, that you may know that I, the Lord, sanctify you. ** You shall keep the
Sabbath, because it is holy for you. Everyone who profanes it shall be put to death. Whoever does any work on it, that soul shall be
cut off from among his people. ** Six days shall work be done, but the seventh day is a Sabbath of solemn rest, holy to
the Lord. Whoever does any work on the Sabbath day shall be put to death. *® Therefore the people of Israel shall keep the Sabbath,
observing the Sabbath throughout their generations, as a covenant forever. It is a sign forever between me and the people of
Israel that in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, and on the seventh day he rested and was refreshed.”

'8 And he gave to Moses, when he had finished speaking with him on Mount Sinai, the two tablets of the testimony, tablets of stone,
written with the finger of God.

Discussion
1. What does the LORD say to the Israelites? Observe the Sabbath. What does “observe mean?
2. What does it mean that the Sabbath is a sign between Him and Israel. A sign makes something visible. In
observing the Sabbath the people of Israel showed their love to the LORD. What does this mean to us?
3. What is the motivation for this command? Creation, see vs 17 What does it mean that the LORD God
rested on the seventh day? By the way, what was Adam's first full day on earth?

4. Discuss the way Israel had to obey this command. Note also that the LORD uses the word "celebrate" in
vs. 16.

Sing: Ps.92:1,2
Lunch: Deut.5:12-15

Tuesday Apr. 10
Call the Sabbath a delight ...

The Sabbath was a day for the LORD. Israel started to use it more and more as a day for its own pleasures. The
LORD will punish his people with captivity because of this.

Isaiah 58 :6-8;13-14
®“|s not this the fast that | choose:
to loose the bonds of wickedness,
to undo the straps of the yoke,
to let the oppressed go free,
and to break every yoke?
7Is it not to share your bread with the hungry
and bring the homeless poor into your house;
when you see the naked, to cover him,
and not to hide yourself from your own flesh?
8 Then shall your light break forth like the dawn,
and your healing shall spring up speedily;
your righteousness shall go before you;
the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard.
B £ you turn back your foot from the Sabbath,
from doing your pleasure on my holy day,
and call the Sabbath a delight
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and the holy day of the Lord honorable;
if you honor it, not going your own ways,
or seeking your own pleasure, or talking idly;
“then you shall take delight in the Lord,
and | will make you ride on the heights of the earth;
| will feed you with the heritage of Jacob your father,
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”

Discussion

1. What was the kind of fasting the LORD had chosen? Vs. 6, 7. This fasting must be connected to the
Sabbath as the context shows. Why would fasting be connected to the Sabbath?

2. What did Israel do instead with the Sabbath day? See vs. 13. What should they be doing?

3. Isthis a danger for us too, that we use the day of the Lord for ourselves? In our discussions about the Day
of the Lord our focus should nto be what we like best or how we feel best, but what best pleases our God.

4. What will the LORD do to Israel when they again serve Him from the heart? He will bless them, see vs.8, 9,
10,11, 12

5. The Sabbath of the LORD is a delight. Is the Day of the Lord a delight to us? How does this passage show
that observing the Day of the Lord goes hand in hand with a heart dedicated to the Lord?

Sing: Ps.92:3,4
Lunch: Isaiah 56 : 1, 2

Wednesday Apr. 11
There remains a Sabbath-rest for God’s people

Hebrews 4 :7-12

7 again he appoints a certain day, “Today,” saying through David so long afterward, in the words already quoted,

“Today, if you hear his voice,

do not harden your hearts.”
& For if Joshua had given them rest, God would not have spoken of another day later on. ®So then, there remains a Sabbath rest for
the people of God, **for whoever has entered God's rest has also rested from his works as God did from his.
| et us therefore strive to enter that rest, so that no one may fall by the same sort of disobedience. ** For he word of God is living
and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning
the thoughts and intentions of the heart.

Discussion

1. “Rest” is the central word in this passage. What does it mean? To live with God is blessed fellowship. Rest
is not doing nothing, but taking delight in the God and His work.

2. To which rest does vs. 8 refer? The rest of the promised land.

3. Which psalm is quoted and why? Ps. 95, which was made much later. It is used to show that the rest of
entering the promised land is not the final rest. In David's time the true rest is still to come. What about
us? See vs 9.

4. How should this function in our lives? Vs. 11 and 12. How can we make every effort to enter God's rest?

Sing: Ps.95:4,5
Lunch: Hebrews 4 :1 -2

Thursday Apr. 12
On the day of rest we meet our God.

Hebrews 12 : 18 - 27

Bror you have not come to what may be touched, a blazing fire and darkness and gloom and a tempestwand the sound of a
trumpet and a voice whose words made the hearers beg that no further messages be spoken to them. ? For they could not endure
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the order that was given, “If even a beast touches the mountain, it shall be stoned.” zn Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that Moses
said, “l tremble with fear.” * But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and

to innumerable angels in festal gathering, 2 and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge
of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, *and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled

blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.

% see that you do not refuse him who is speaking. For if they did not escape when they refused him who warned them on earth,
much less will we escape if we reject him who warns from heaven. *® At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has
promised, “Yet once more | will shake not only the earth but also the heavens.” Y This phrase, “Yet once more,” indicates the
removal of things that are shaken—that is, things that have been made—in order that the things that cannot be shaken may remain.

Discussion
1. To which history does this passage refer? The meeting of the LORD and His people at Mount Sinai.
2. How isit applied to the readers? They have more in the church, Mount Zion
3. What do these words say about the church services? Vs. 22-24. Do we always keep this in mind? What can
we do to stay aware of this in our lives?
4. What is the consequence of this? Vs. 25

Sing: Ps.95:2,3
Lunch: Hebrews 12 : 28-29

Friday Apr. 13

On the day of the Lord we meet each other.

Psalm 122

122 | was glad when they said to me,
“Let us go to the house of the Lord!”
%0ur feet have been standing
within your gates, O Jerusalem!
® Jerusalem—built as a city
that is bound firmly together,
“to which the tribes go up,
the tribes of the Lord,
as was decreed for Israel,
to give thanks to the name of the Lord.
®There thrones for judgment were set,
the thrones of the house of David.
€ Pray for the peace of Jerusalem!
“May they be secure who love you!
” Peace be within your walls
and security within your towers!”
& For my brothers and companions' sake
I will say, “Peace be within you!”
® For the sake of the house of the Lord our God,
| will seek your good.

Discussion
1. Try to divide the Psalm. Suggestion:
a. 12 joy for going to Jerusalem
b. 3-5 the importance of Jerusalem
c. 69 the prayer for Jerusalem

Why would the Psalmist be so joyful? Note the plural. He is part of the communion. Do we select who
belongs to this communion? It is the Lord's work. With this gift comes a task. Which one? Within this
communion the LORD gives blessing and life. Do we realize this? (B.C. Art 28)

What does the Psalmist say about Jerusalem in 3-5? How does this apply to us? Think of the Keys of the
Kingdom (L.D. 30)

What is the prayer in the last part? Do we pray this as well?
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Sing: Ps.92:5,6
Lunch: Ephesians 6 : 23 - 24

FOUNT OF EVERY BLESSING

We ended last week with the blessing we receive from the LORD within the communion of the saints. This time of
the year we have the Prayer for Crops and Labour. What does it mean to ask for a blessing on crops and labour?
What is a blessing?

Monday Apr. 16
The LORD instructed Aaron to bless the people of Israel.

Numbers 6 : 24 - 26

*The Lord bless you and keep you;
% the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you;
*the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.

Discussion

1. What is this passage all about? The priestly blessing.

2.  Where and when would this take place? In the temple, after the sacrifice.

3. What does the blessing thus indicate? That the relationship with the LORD is restored.

4. What is the contents of the blessing? Vs. 24-26. How important is this? What does it mean that God's face
is turned toward us? See Canons of Dort V, article 13.

5. What is the function of the blessing in the church? Do we pay sufficient attention to this? In the end of
Luke we read that the Lord Jesus ascended while blessing. What is the importance of this? Some relate
the three lines of the blessing to the three Persons of the Trinity. What does this blessing mean to us?

Sing: Ps. 132:8,9
Lunch: 2 Corinthians 13 : 11 - 14

Tuesday Apr. 17
The blessing of the Promised Land.

Leviticus 25: 18 - 22
8 “Therefore you shall do my statutes and keep my rules and perform them, and then you will dwell in the land securely. * The land
will yield its fruit, and you will eat your fill and dwell in it securely. > And if you say, ‘What shall we eat in the seventh year, if we may
not sow or gather in our crop? **| will command my blessing on you in the sixth year, so that it will produce a crop sufficient for
three years. 2 When you sow in the eighth year, you will be eating some of the old crop; you shall eat the old until the ninth year,
when its crop arrives.

Discussion
1. What is the context of this passage? The Year of Jubilee. What is the meaning of this Year? Every seventh
year the land has rest.
2. What is the blessing in regard to this year? Vs. 21. Is this blessing automatic? Vs. 18
3. Inthe O.T. the blessing is often described in material terms. Why? Is this still the case today? Is having a
good harvest a blessing? Is success a blessing? How does the requirement of vs. 18 function in this?

Sing: Ps.67:1,3
Lunch: Lev.25:1-7
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Wednesday Apr. 18

The curse on disobedience.

Deuteronomy 28 : 15 - 20

5 «Byt if you will not obey the voice of the Lord your God or be careful to do all his commandments and his statutes that | command
you today, then all these curses shall come upon you and overtake you. *® Cursed shall you be in the city, and cursed shall you be in
the field. ¥’ Cursed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl. *® Cursed shall be the fruit of your womb and the fruit of your
ground, the increase of your herds and the young of your flock. * Cursed shall you be when you come in, and cursed shall you be
when you go out.

»“The Lord will send on you curses, confusion, and frustration in all that you undertake to do, until you are destroyed and perish
quickly on account of the evil of your deeds, because you have forsaken me.

Discussion
1. What is the context of this passage? Israel is at Mount Ebal (chapter 27) The LORD speaks of the blessings
for obedience and the curses for disobedience
2.  What is the main point of this passage? Curse over disobedience. How is this curse spelled out? Vs.16-20
3. Whatis a curse? The opposite of the blessing. The blessing means that the relationship with the LORD is
good. He is with us. The curse is that God leaves and forsakes.
4. Why are people more hesitant to speak about God's curse? How real is this curse? Do we have to be

afraid for it? How does this determine our daily work? Who took our curse away? What about the words
of L.D. 4 "by a just judgment both now and eternally"?

Sing: Hy. 12:5,6
Lunch: Deut. 30:19 - 20

Thursday Apr. 19

We cannot do without the blessing of the Lord.

Psalm 127

127 Unless the Lord builds the house,
those who build it labor in vain.
Unless the Lord watches over the city,
the watchman stays awake in vain.
2|t is in vain that you rise up early
and go late to rest,
eating the bread of anxious toil;
for he gives to his beloved sleep.
#Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord,
the fruit of the womb a reward.
*Like arrows in the hand of a warrior
are the children of one's youth.
®Blessed is the man
who fills his quiver with them!
He shall not be put to shame
when he speaks with his enemies in the gate.

Discussion
1. The Psalm has two stanzas. Which two? Vs. 1-2,and vs.3 -5
2.  What does the first stanza teach? Without the LORD's blessing our work is in vain. See also L.D. 45 g/a
116 and L.D.50. Also Prayer # 7 and # 8 in Book of Praise
3. What does the second stanzas teach? The LORD provides a family. What was the importance of children
in Israel? Is being childless a punishment? How can those without children, still have many children?
4. What is the main message of this Psalm? We depend in everything on the LORD. Do we realize enough

the need for God's blessing? Do we realize enough how dependent we are on the LORD. How does this
show?
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Sing: Ps. 127 :1
Lunch: Psalm 113
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Friday Apr. 20

The power of prayer

1 Kings 8:35-40

% “When heaven is shut up and there is no rain because they have sinned against you, if they pray toward this place and
acknowledge your name and turn from their sin, when you afflict them, **then hear in heaven and forgive the sin of your servants,
your people Israel, when you teach them the good way in which they should walk, and grant rain upon your land, which you have
given to your people as an inheritance.

7 4f there is famine in the land, if there is pestilence or blight or mildew or locust or caterpillar, if their enemy besieges them in the
land at their gates, whatever plague, whatever sickness there is, *® whatever prayer, whatever plea is made by any man or by all your
people Israel, each knowing the affliction of his own heart and stretching out his hands toward this house, * then hear in heaven
your dwelling place and forgive and act and render to each whose heart you know, according to all his ways (for you, you only, know
the hearts of all the children of mankind), ** that they may fear you all the days that they live in the land that you gave to our fathers.

Discussion

1. What is the occasion for this prayer?

2. What does it mean to “pray toward this place”?

3.  What is the importance of this passage for our prayers?

4. Inthe days of Elijah there was a drought, and Elijah prayed. How does that history “fit” into this prayer?
Sing: Ps. 147 : 3

Lunch: James 5:17-18
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| BELIEVE

The church is called to confess the Name of the Lord. The believers have to be able to give account of the hope
they confess. This week we will pay attention to this confession.

Monday Apr. 23

One of the “oldest” confessions in the Bible

Deuteronomy 26 :5-11

*“And you shall make response before the Lord your God, ‘A wandering Aramean was my father. And he went down into Egypt and
sojourned there, few in number, and there he became a nation, great, mighty, and populous. ® And the Egyptians treated us harshly
and humiliated us and laid on us hard labor. ’ Then we cried to the Lord, the God of our fathers, and the Lord heard our voice and
saw our affliction, our toil, and our oppression. ®And the Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm,
with great deeds of terror, with signs and wonders. ° And he brought us into this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk
and honey. *° And behold, now | bring the first of the fruit of the ground, which you, O Lord, have given me.” And you shall set it
down before the Lord your God and worship before the Lord your God.* And you shall rejoice in all the good that the Lord your God
has given to you and to your house, you, and the Levite, and the sojourner who is among you.

Discussion

1.

When is the "then"? At the feast of first fruit. The Israelite is to bring these first fruits and given them to
the priest to be presented before the LORD.

2. What is the meaning of this ceremony? To confess that the LORD provides. He wants to be honoured first.
Serving him may never became an after-thought.

3. What is the confession of vs. 6? Misery in Egypt

4. What is the confession of vs. 7-9? Redemption by the might of God

5. What is the confession of vs. 10 Thankfulness

6. Note the structure of this confession, it is the same as the Heidelberg Catechism. This is what we need to
know in order to live and die in the joy of our only comfort.

7. When someone asks you what do you believe, what would you answer?

Sing: Ps. 105 :1

Lunch: Deut. 26 : 12

Tuesday Apr. 24

| will declare your name to my brothers;

The same three elements (misery, redemption thankfulness) we find in Psalm 22 as well. Note also the public
nature of this confession.

Psalm 22 :22-25

22| will tell of your name to my brothers;
in the midst of the congregation | will praise you:
3You who fear the Lord, praise him!
All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him,
and stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel!
*For he has not despised or abhorred
the affliction of the afflicted,
and he has not hidden his face from him,
but has heard, when he cried to him.
®From you comes my praise in the great congregation;
my vows | will perform before those who fear him.

Discussion

1.
2.

Who wrote Psalm 22? King David. Why? David is in trouble. He feels forsaken.
Why will David praise the LORD? Because of deliverance. When God redeems we have to speak about it.
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w

Where will David do this? Vs.22 . When you express your thankfulness, you do so with others.

What comes with this confession? Vs. 25, fulfilling one's vows. What would they be?

5. What do we learn from this passage about confessing? It is the response to deliverance. It is done with
the congregation, in public. It comes with fulfilling our vows. How does this apply to us, when we confess
our faith? See also the Form for Public Profession of Faith.

&

Sing: Ps.22:8, 11
Lunch: Psalm 22 : 26 - 28

Wednesday Apr. 25
Christ’s instruction about confessing

Matthew 10:32 - 33
%250 everyone who acknowledges me before men, | also will acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven,® but whoever denies
me before men, | also will deny before my Father who is in heaven.

Discussion

1. In what context does the Lord speak these words? The sending of His apostles. In particular, when they
will have to appear before judges and will have to give account.

2. What does "before men" mean? In the direct context: before judges. Further: in public, no matter where
we are. It can apply to what we do in church, but also at work.

3.  What does the word acknowledge mean? To state the truth of the facts. What does it mean then to
acknowledge Christ before men? To speak the truth about him, that is He came to die for sinners.

4. What does it mean that Christ will acknowledge us before His Father? He will say, “I know him/her”

5. What does it then mean that we acknowledge Him? That we admit that we know, that is love and obey
Him. To know is not an intellectual matter, it is knowing in love, thus trusting, obeying Him.

6. What is the importance of our confession? Vs. 33.

Sing: Hy.24:1,2
Lunch: 1 Peter3:14-16

Thursday Apr. 26
Who do you say is Christ?

Matthew 16 : 13 - 17
3 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man
is?” ™ And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” ** He said to
them, “But who do you say that | am?” *® Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” *” And Jesus answered
him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven.

Discussion
1. Whatis the question the Lord puts before His disciples? Vs. 13 What is the answer? Vs. 14
2. What question does He put before them in vs. 15? Who do you say | am. The emphasis is on "you." What
is the answer? Vs. 16. What does this mean?
What does the Lord say about this answer? Vs. 17
4. What do people say about Christ? You can hear many different answers to this question. There are those
who say he is an example. Other say he is a teacher or a revolutionary. Who do you say He is? Try to be
personal and specific.

w

Sing: Hy.23:1,4
Lunch: Matthew 16 : 18 - 20
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Friday Apr. 27

Every tongue shall confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.

In the end all will confess. Some will do it with joy for their salvation, other with spite for their condemnation.

Philippians 2 : 5-11

® Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, * who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality
with God a thing to be grasped, ” but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. ® And being
found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. ° Therefore God

has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, *°so that at the name of Jesus every knee should
bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, ** and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father.

Discussion
1. Discussion what is said about Christ in vs. 6-8. Christ’s humiliation.
2. How does this determine our attitude?
3. What s said about Christ in vs. 9-11? Christ’s glory.
4. How are 6-8 and 9-11 connected? Vs. 9: "therefore" - because of His obedience unto death He has
obtained glory.
5. How does this glory show? Every knee will bow and confess. In the end every human being will have to

confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. Some will do it for their own condemnation, because they have not
believed in Him, other will do it in deep amazement of God's grace.

Sing: Hy. 23:5,6
Lunch: Isaiah 45 : 22 -25

45



Daily Devotions, year 1, semester 2

NOW HAS COME THE AUTHORITY OF GOD’S CHRIST
The words of our theme come from Revelation 12, which describes the result of Christ’s ascension. He is King.

Monday Apr. 30
The woman and the dragon

Revelation 12:1-4
12 And a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of
twelve stars. >She was pregnant and was crying out in birth pains and the agony of giving birth. > And another sign appeared in
heaven: behold, a great red dragon, with seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads seven diadems. * His tail swept down a third
of the stars of heaven and cast them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who was about to give birth, so that
when she bore her child he might devour it.

Discussion
1. What was the first sign which John sees? What does this sign symbolize? The church of God. How is she
described?

2. What does it mean that she is pregnant? This is the church waiting for the birth of the Messiah.

3. What is the second sign that John sees? How is he described? What does the dragon want to do? Can you
give instances from the O.T. that he almost succeeded.

4. The first words of vs. 4 are sometimes used to indicate that a third of the angels followed the devil when
he rebelled against God.

Sing: Hy. 16:1,4
Lunch:Dan7:7

Tuesday May 1
Will the dragon succeed?

Revelation12:5-6
®She gave birth to a male child, one who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron, but her child was caught up to God and to his
throne, %and the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God, in which she is to be nourished for 1,260
days.

Discussion

1. Whoiis this child? Compare vs. 5 with Psalm 2.

2.  What happens to the child? What does this mean? Christ was out the reach of the dragon, Our salvation is
secure. 1 Peter 1. God triumphs over the dragon.

3. Note that the work of the Lord on earth is described very briefly, actually only his birth and ascension.
That means it points to the beginning and end of his ministry on earth, including the rest.

4. What happens to the woman? The LORD protects her. What is the desert? The world in which we live.
This is the time since ascension.

5. Numbers are often symbolic in Revelation. Three and a half year is about 1260 days. Also referred to as
time, times and half a time. It is the N.T. What does vision teach us about ourselves?

Sing: Ps.2:3
Lunch: Rev2:26-29

Wednesday May 2
War in heaven.

Revelation 12:7 -9
”Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his angels fighting against the dragon. And the dragon and his angels fought back, 2 but he
was defeated, and there was no longer any place for them in heaven. ° And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent,
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who is called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown
down with him.

Discussion
1. What happens upon the ascension of Christ? War in heaven. What is the result of the war? This is the
second triumph over the devil.
2. Why would the devil be allowed in heaven prior to this? God had a covenant with sinners and their sins
were not payed for as yet. Why does this change now? Christ has paid for all our sins, thus the devil has
lost every right to be there.

Sing: Hy.3:1,2
Lunch: Dan10:10- 14

Thursday May 3
Woe to you, O earth

Revelation 12 : 10 - 12
% And | heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ
have come, for the accuser of our brothers has been thrown down, who accuses them day and night before our God. ** And they have
conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto
death. Therefore, rejoice, O heavens and you who dwell in them! But woe to you, O earth and sea, for the devil has come down to you
in great wrath, because he knows that his time is short!”

Discussion
1. Discuss what the voice says. Note the use of the word “now.” What has come now? Why?
2. By what power is the devil defeated?
3. Why is the earth and sea warned? Are we enough aware of this? What are the dangers we face?

Sing: Ps.118:2,3
Lunch: Zachariah3:1-5

Friday May 4
War with the offspring of the woman.

Revelation 12 : 13 - 17
8 And when the dragon saw that he had been thrown down to the earth, he pursued the woman who had given birth to the male
child. **But the woman was given the two wings of the great eagle so that she might fly from the serpent into the wilderness, to the
place where she is to be nourished for a time, and times, and half a time. The serpent poured water like a river out of his mouth
after the woman, to sweep her away with a flood. ** But the earth came to the help of the woman, and the earth opened its mouth
and swallowed the river that the dragon had poured from his mouth. *” Then the dragon became furious with the woman and went
off to make war on the rest of her offspring, on those who keep the commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus. And
he stood on the sand of the sea.

Discussion

1. What does the devil do next? Why?

2. How does he try to take her along? What is that water? Some suggest: temptations.

3.  Why doesn’t have the desired effect? The temptation meant to lure the church from Christ are absorbed
by the world.

4. Since he cannot destroy the woman, what does the devil do next? Why is this revealed to us? How does
what we read in the previous parts of this chapter help us?

5. How does this chapter comfort us?

Sing:Hy.41:1,2
Lunch:1Cor10:11-13
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THE ARK - | WILL DWELL AMONG YOU

Solomon build a beautiful temple in Jerusalem. This temple was the focal point in the worship of the LORD. In the
temple were several objects. In the Most Holy Place was the Ark of the Covenant. It symbolized God's throne. The
LORD dwells among His people. Under his wings he gives protection, yes salvation. The cherubim are the “body-
guards” of the LORD

Monday May 7
What did the ark look like?

Exodus 25:10-22
9 “They shall make an ark of acacia wood. Two cubits and a half shall be its length, a cubit and a half its breadth, and a cubit and a
half its height. ** You shall overlay it with pure gold, inside and outside shall you overlay it, and you shall make on it a molding of gold
around it. ** You shall cast four rings of gold for it and put them on its four feet, two rings on the one side of it, and two rings on the
other side of it. ** You shall make poles of acacia wood and overlay them with gold. ** And you shall put the poles into the rings on
the sides of the ark to carry the ark by them. ** The poles shall remain in the rings of the ark; they shall not be taken from it. ** And
you shall put into the ark the testimony that | shall give you.
7 4you shall make a mercy seat of pure gold. Two cubits and a half shall be its length, and a cubit and a half its breadth. ** And you
shall make two cherubim of gold; of hammered work shall you make them, on the two ends of the mercy seat. ** Make one cherub
on the one end, and one cherub on the other end. Of one piece with the mercy seat shall you make the cherubim on its two
ends. 2 The cherubim shall spread out their wings above, overshadowing the mercy seat with their wings, their faces one to another;
toward the mercy seat shall the faces of the cherubim be. * And you shall put the mercy seat on the top of the ark, and in the ark
you shall put the testimony that | shall give you. 2 There | will meet with you, and from above the mercy seat, from between the two
cherubim that are on the ark of the testimony, | will speak with you about all that | will give you in commandment for the people of
Israel.

Discussion

1. Describe what the ark looked like. Did the Israelites ever see it?

2. Whatisin the ark? The Testimony, that is the Law. Why would it be in the ark? The ark is the throne of
God, the King of Israel. He and His people have fellowship according to the law. Note, the law was under
the atonement cover. God’s people receive the law through the blood of atonement.

Describe what is on top of the ark. What is the meaning?
4. What did the LORD teach His people with the ark? The ark symbolized the presence of God among His
people. It symbolizes His throne. How is the LORD God present today?

w

Sing: Ps.91:1, 2
Lunch: Exodus 40: 21 & 34

Tuesday May 8
How was it used?

Leviticus 16 : 11 - 17
" “paron shall present the bull as a sin offering for himself, and shall make atonement for himself and for his house. He shall kill the
bull as a sin offering for himself. 2 And he shall take a censer full of coals of fire from the altar before the Lord, and two handfuls of
sweet incense beaten small, and he shall bring it inside the veil*® and put the incense on the fire before the Lord, that the cloud of
the incense may cover the mercy seat that is over the testimony, so that he does not die. ** And he shall take some of the blood of
the bull and sprinkle it with his finger on the front of the mercy seat on the east side, and in front of the mercy seat he shall sprinkle
some of the blood with his finger seven times.
5 “Then he shall kill the goat of the sin offering that is for the people and bring its blood inside the veil and do with its blood as he
did with the blood of the bull, sprinkling it over the mercy seat and in front of the mercy seat. % Thus he shall make atonement for
the Holy Place, because of the uncleannesses of the people of Israel and because of their transgressions, all their sins. And so he
shall do for the tent of meeting, which dwells with them in the midst of their uncleannesses. ” No one may be in the tent of meeting
from the time he enters to make atonement in the Holy Place until he comes out and has made atonement for himself and for his
house and for all the assembly of Israel.

Discussion
49



Daily Devotions, year 1, semester 2

1. Whatis chapter 16 speaking about? The Day of Atonement? What is the significance of that day? Israel's
sins are atoned for. God opens the way ahead.

2. How did the ark function in this? Blood was sprinkled on the cover and in front of it. What is the meaning?
Atonement is possible only through the shedding of blood

3. Thearkis God's throne. How is this possible? Only through blood. Never take this for granted. Israel did at
times, and what happened to them? How does this passage apply to us? Through the blood of Christ we
have atonement.

Sing: Hy.42:1,3
Lunch: Hebr.9:11-14

Wednesday May 9
The ark led the people in victory.

Numbers 10 : 35, 36
% And whenever the ark set out, Moses said, “Arise, O Lord, and let your enemies be scattered, and let those who hate you flee
before you.” ** And when it rested, he said, “Return, O Lord, to the ten thousand thousands of Israel.”
Psalm68:1-4
68 God shall arise, his enemies shall be scattered;
and those who hate him shall flee before him!
2 As smoke is driven away, so you shall drive them away;
as wax melts before fire,
so the wicked shall perish before God!
#But the righteous shall be glad;
they shall exult before God;
they shall be jubilant with joy!
“Sing to God, sing praises to his name;
lift up a song to him who rides through the deserts;
his name is the Lord;
exult before him!

Discussion

1. How did the ark function during Israel's journey in the wilderness? Vs. 35 and 36
What does this mean? The LORD leads and protects His people against all enemies.
How does Psalm 68 speak about this? See Vs. 1 and 2
What does this mean for the believers? Vs. 3 and 4
The ark functioned in the conquest of the Promised Land, see Joshua 3. It may have been normal for Israel
to take the ark along on battles. (2 Samuel 11:11) But Israel should not use it as an idol, (1 Samuel 4).
What does it mean to us that God rules? Do we pray for God to scatter His enemies? Does His power
make us glad and joyful?
6. What is the connection with the ascension of Christ?

ukhwnn

Sing: Ps.68:1
Lunch: 1 Corinthians 15 : 25 - 26

Thursday May 10
The ark fulfilled.

2 Samuel 6:12-15
2 And it was told King David, “The Lord has blessed the household of Obed-edom and all that belongs to him, because of the ark of
God.” So David went and brought up the ark of God from the house of Obed-edom to the city of David with rejoicing. ** And
when those who bore the ark of the Lord had gone six steps, he sacrificed an ox and a fattened animal. * And David danced before
the Lord with all his might. And David was wearing a linen ephod. ** So David and all the house of Israel brought up the ark of
the Lord with shouting and with the sound of the horn.
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Ephesians4:8-13
8 Therefore it says,
“When he ascended on high he led a host of captives,
and he gave gifts to men.”
° (In saying, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also descended into the lower regions, the earth? ®He who
descended is the one who also ascended far above all the heavens, that he might fill all things.) ** And he gave the apostles, the
prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, *? to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of
Christ, 2 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of
the stature of the fullness of Christ,

Discussion

1. What happensin 2 Samuel 6? The ark is brought back to the tabernacle.
Why would David be so glad? God's presence among His people is a cause for great joy
What is Paul writing about in Ephesians 4? The ascension of the Lord Jesus Christ.
What does He say about the significance of the Lord's Ascension? See vs. 10-13
How does this connect to the ark? Paul quotes Ps. 68, a Psalm related to the ark. The ascension of the
Lord Jesus Christ can be seen in the light of the ark going ahead of the people. It stresses the victory and
royal power of the Lord Jesus Christ. How are the office in the church related to all this? They are the gifts
of the ascended Lord to his Church.

vk wnN

Sing: Ps.24:1,2
Lunch: Ephesians 4 : 15 - 16

Friday May 11
The future of the ark.

Revelation 11 :15-19
% Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, saying, “The kingdom of the world has become
the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever.” ** And the twenty-four elders who sit on their thrones
before God fell on their faces and worshiped God, *’ saying,
“We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty,
who is and who was,
for you have taken your great power
and begun to reign.
The nations raged,
but your wrath came,
and the time for the dead to be judged,
and for rewarding your servants, the prophets and saints,
and those who fear your name,
both small and great,
and for destroying the destroyers of the earth.”
Then God's temple in heaven was opened, and the ark of his covenant was seen within his temple. There were flashes of lightning,

rumblings, peals of thunder, an earthquake, and heavy hail.

Discussion
1. After the fall of Jerusalem the ark was lost. It comes back in the last book of the Bible. What do the loud
voices say? What does this refer to?
2.  What do the twenty four elders do? Vs. 16. Discuss what they say. Vs. 17 - 18
What happens then? See vs. 19. The heavenly sanctuary is opened, nothing remains veiled.
4. Did the people of Israel see the ark? Here it is seen. It points to the perfect fellowship between God and
His people. How does this strengthen our longing for the return of the Lord?

w

Sing: Ps.24:3,4
Lunch: Rev.21:3-5
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| BELIEVE IN GOD THE HOLY SPIRIT
In connection with the feast of Pentecost we will focus on the work of the Holy Spirit. In the OT God dwelt among
his people. The ark of the symbol of that. In the NT God dwells among his people through the Holy Spirit.

Monday May 14
The Spirit of sonship.
Galatians3:26-4:7

*for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith.  For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on

Christ. 2 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ
Jesus. ® And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to promise.

4 | mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave, though he is the owner of everything, 2but he is under
guardians and managers until the date set by his father. *In the same way we also, when we were children, were enslaved to the
elementary principles of the world. * But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under
the law, ®to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. % And because you are sons, God has
sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” ’So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir

through God.

Discussion
1. Who are we? Children of God. How come? Why would Paul say you are all sons of God?
2. What does it mean that we receive the full rights of sons? (Vs.4)
3. What did God give us as His children? The Holy Spirit. Connect this to the promise of the Holy Spirit at
baptism.
4. What does the Holy Spirit do in our hearts?
5. What does it mean that we are heirs?

Sing:Hy72:1,3
Lunch: Eph1:13-14

Tuesday May 15
Live by the Spirit.
Galatians 5:16 - 21
$But | say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. *” For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and
the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you want to
do. *®But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. ** Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality,
impurity, sensuality, 2 idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, u envy, drunkenness,

orgies, and things like these. | warn you, as | warned you before, that those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.

Discussion
1. How does it show that we live by the Spirit? How can we live by the Spirit?
2. Discuss the last part of vs. 17. Are sometimes guilty of trying to combine things that cannot be combined?
3. Verse 18 is not an easy verse. It has to do with the situation of this letter. Paul is writing to those who by
keeping the law want to earn sonship of God.
4. Why do we have to know the acts of the sinful nature? What are they? Which warning does the Bible add
to them?

Sing: Hy. 48 : 2
Lunch: Eph 4:29-32

Wednesday May 16
The fruit of the Spirit
Galatians 5:22 - 26

2Byt the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, = gentleness, self-control; against such
things there is no law. * And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.
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Zf we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit. % | et us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one
another.

Discussion

1.

vk wnN

What does the expression “the fruit of the Spirit” mean?

What is the fruit of the Spirit? Discuss each.

Discuss the implication of vs. 24. Does it mean that we will not sin anymore?
How can we “keep in step” with the Spirit?

What Spiritual fruit is referred to in vs. 26?

Sing: Hy. 48 : 3
Lunch: Eph 5:18-20

Thursday May 17

The Holy Spirit of fellowship

Galatians6:1-5

6 Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on
yourself, lest you too be tempted. > Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. > For if anyone thinks he is
something, when he is nothing, he deceives himself. *But let each one test his own work, and then his reason to boast will be in
himself alone and not in his neighbor. * For each will have to bear his own load.

Discussion

1.

What is the connection with the previous passage? Verse 1 uses the word “spiritual” which indicates that
Paul continues to explain the work of the Holy Spirit. He ended chapter 5 with warning not to be
conceited. He elaborates on this.

What is the burden of vs. 2? The sin that in which we can be caught. When others fall into sin we have a
call to restore them?

What does this text say about the manner in which?

In vs 4 and 5 the text deals with comparing to others. AS long as | can find someone who does worse than
me than | can be content with myself. Think of the Pharisee in the parable of the Pharisee and the tax
collector. The tax collector showed the truth of vs. 4 and 5 - Lord forgive my sin. The more | know my own
sin, the better | can help others.

Why can it be so difficult to admonish others?

Sing: Hy.49:1, 2
Lunch: Matthew 18 : 15 -17

Friday May 18

Sowing to and reaping from the Holy Spirit

Galatians 6:6 - 10

€ Let the one who is taught the word share all good things with the one who teaches. ” Do not be deceived: God is not mocked,

for whatever one sows, that will he also reap.  For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the
one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life. * And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will
reap, if we do not give up. *°So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the
household of faith.

Discussion
1. Discuss the proverb, a man reaps what he sows, as it is explained in vs 8. How does this apply to our lives?
2. Why would vs 7 begin with: do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked? How could people mock God? In
this context it is to live in the flesh and expect the harvest by the Spirit. That is impossible.
3. Discuss the conclusion in vs. 10. Why especially to the family of believers? Why to all man? Give examples

of how we can do this.
53



Daily Devotions, year 1, semester 2

Sing: Hy.49:3,4
Lunch: Rev22:16-17
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YET ....
The word Ayet@ has many meaning, one of them being Anevertheless.@ In confessing our faith the word Ayet@
has a place. Think of the Song of Habakkuk. AThough fig trees may not blossom .... Yet | will sing and worship,
rejoicing in the LORD.@ This week we will look at the use of this little word in the second letter of Paul to the
Corinthians.

Monday May 21
Yet inwardly
2Cor.4:16-18
'¥50 we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by day. *’ For this light

momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, *® as we look not to the things that are
seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal.

Discussion
1. Why does Paul say, we do not lose heart? See vs. 13 - 15
2.  What contrast brings Paul out? Can you explain this? Vs. 16 - outward and inward. Outward: wasting
away. Inward: being renewed
How does he work this out? What is the result?
4. Further discussion: How should this function in our lives. Sometimes we go by what we see in our lives,
but we must fix our eyes on what is unseen. This does not mean we must pretend the "outward" does not
exist, but we must see it in light of what is "unseen." That is what Habakkuk did too.

w

Singing: Hy. 74 :1, 2
Lunch: 2 Corinthians5:1-5

Tuesday May 22

Yet always rejoicing
Paul is defending his work as an apostle. False teachers had come into the congregation with excellent credentials.
Paul shows that his life is filled with trials, but this exactly shows the greatness of God.

2Cor.6:4-10
“but as servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: by great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, ® beatings,
imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; ® by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine
love; ” by truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; ®through
honor and dishonor, through slander and praise. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; ° as unknown, and yet well
known; as dying, and behold, we live; as punished, and yet not killed; *° as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many
rich; as having nothing, yet possessing everything.

Discussion
1. How does Paul describe his situation?
2. Where is the word "yet" used? See vs. 8 and following.
3. What does it show? The place of Christ in his life and the result of being his servant.
4. What is the secret of this "yet"? Is Paul not unrealistic?

Singing: Hy. 74 :3,4
Lunch: 2 Corinthians 5 : 6 — 10

Wednesday May 23
Yet now happy
When admonishing people we should be brotherly yet at the same time not short sighted.
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2Cor.7:5-9
® For even when we came into Macedonia, our bodies had no rest, but we were afflicted at every turn—fighting without and fear
within. ¢ But God, who comforts the downcast, comforted us by the coming of Titus, ’ and not only by his coming but also by the
comfort with which he was comforted by you, as he told us of your longing, your mourning, your zeal for me, so that | rejoiced still
more. ®For even if | made you grieve with my letter, | do not regret it—though | did regret it, for | see that that letter grieved you,
though only for a while. ® As it is, | rejoice, not because you were grieved, but because you were grieved into repenting. For you felt a
godly grief, so that you suffered no loss through us.

Discussion

1. Why was Paul's stay in Macedonia difficult?

2.  What gave Paul comfort? Vs. 6 - 7, the report of Titus about the Corinthians

3.  Why? There had been problems between Paul and the congregation. He had written a stern letter. The
letter had a good result.

4. Why is Paul happy? Because the letter resulted in sorrow and repentance.

5. It can happen that when you have to warn or admonish the person involved feels hurt. We must indeed
be careful how we say things, at the same time look further than the initial hurt at the long term result.
Too often we are too short sighted.

Singing: Ps. 43 :3,5
Lunch: 2 Corinthians 7 : 10 - 12

Thursday May 24
Yet we live
In ourselves we are weak, yet in Christ we live by God=s power.

2Cor.13:1-4

13 This is the third time | am coming to you. Every charge must be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. |
warned those who sinned before and all the others, and | warn them now while absent, as | did when present on my second visit,
that if I come again | will not spare them— *since you seek proof that Christ is speaking in me. He is not weak in dealing with you,
but is powerful among you. * For he was crucified in weakness, but lives by the power of God. For we also are weak in him, but in
dealing with you we will live with him by the power of God

Discussion

1. What are some of the final warnings of Paul? Vs. 2, he will not spare those who sinned.

2.  Why? To prove that Christ is speaking through Paul, to prove the power of Christ.

3. How does Paul use the word Ayet@ here? The contrast in vs. 4, Christ was crucified in weakness, yet now
alive in power. How does Paul apply this to himself?

4. What does it mean that we are weak in Christ? It means that in and out of ourselves we cannot do
anything. Our strength lies in Christ. He manifests His power in our lives. How does He do this? How is this
evident?

Singing: Ps.43:1,4
Lunch: 2 Corinthians 13 : 8 - 10

Friday May 25
Yet became poor
The word yet here used in connection with Christ's work for us.

2Cor.8:7-9

7 But as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness, and in our love for you[gl—see that you excel in
this act of grace also.
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8| say this not as a command, but to prove by the earnestness of others that your love also is genuine. °For you know the grace of
our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich.

Discussion

1. In what are the Corinthians excelling? See vs. 7. Isn=t this is a wonderful attestation?

2. What is the grace of giving? Helping, contributing to the churches in need. Why would the word grace be
used in this connection?

3. What do they have to do? Excel in this, i.e. be willing to contribute, as a test of the sincerity of their love.
Why should they do this? Christ was rich yet became poor or us.

4. |Isfor us giving also a matter of "grace"? The death of Christ is connected here to the use of your money.
His grace rules our wallets and bank accounts.

Singing: Hy. 23:1, 2
Lunch: 2 Corinthians 8 : 10 - 12
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ISAIAH 40 - COMFORT, COMFORT MY PEOPLE, SAYS YOUR GOD
God’s people need comfort. God’s people have comfort. This comfort comes from God. It is not a dream but a

Monday May 28

Our only comfort.

Isaiah40:1-5

Comfort for God's People
40 Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.
2speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her
that her warfare is ended,
that her iniquity is pardoned,
that she has received from the Lord's hand
double for all her sins.
% A voice cries:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord;
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
*Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.
® And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,
and all flesh shall see it together,
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”

Discussion

1.

vk wn

The LORD begins with saying comfort. What is this comfort? Vs. 2

What is the situation of God's people? They are in captivity because of their sin.

What does the voice call? A road through the wilderness for the LORD.

What is special about this road? Vs. 4 and 5.

Comfort is a much used word. What does it mean here? Why do these words remind you of the Exodus?
Does this voice come to us too? When will the glory of the LORD be revealed? What is our comfort?

Sing: Hy. 15:1
Lunch:2Cor.1:3-4

Tuesday May 29

The grass and the Word.

Isaiah40:6-9

The Word of God Stands Forever
® A voice says, “Cry!”
And | said, “What shall | cry?”
All flesh is grass,
and all its beauty is like the flower of the field.
”The grass withers, the flower fades
when the breath of the Lord blows on it;
surely the people are grass.
8The grass withers, the flower fades,
but the word of our God will stand forever.
The Greatness of God
®Go on up to a high mountain,
O Zion, herald of good news;
lift up your voice with strength,
O Jerusalem, herald of good news;
lift it up, fear not;
say to the cities of Judah,
“Behold your God!”
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Discussion
1. Whatis the prophet commanded to do? Cry. Speak loudly, so all can hear it.
2.  What does he have to cry? Vs. 6 - 8 Discuss the contrast used in these verses. The grass is temporary,
God's Word stands forever.

3.  Why is this comfort? In the changes of human life, God's Word gives stability.
4. Why would John the Baptist refer to this passage? How does Paul quote this in Romans 10? How does it
apply to us?
Sing: Hy. 15:2

Lunch:2Cor.1:5

Wednesday May 30
The power of God’s arm.

Isaiah 40:10- 17

10 Behold, the Lord God comes with might,
and his arm rules for him;

behold, his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him.

 He will tend his flock like a shepherd;
he will gather the lambs in his arms;

he will carry them in his bosom,
and gently lead those that are with young.

2\Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand
and marked off the heavens with a span,

enclosed the dust of the earth in a measure
and weighed the mountains in scales
and the hills in a balance?

B Who has measured the Spirit of the Lord,
or what man shows him his counsel?

“Whom did he consult,
and who made him understand?

Who taught him the path of justice,
and taught him knowledge,
and showed him the way of understanding?

5 Behold, the nations are like a drop from a bucket,
and are accounted as the dust on the scales;
behold, he takes up the coastlands like fine dust.

16| ebanon would not suffice for fuel,
nor are its beasts enough for a burnt offering.

Y7 All the nations are as nothing before him,
they are accounted by him as less than nothing and emptiness.

Discussion

1. What does Israel have to see? Vs. 10, God is going to redeem His people.

2. Discuss the images of vs. 11. What do they teach?

3.  What questions are asked in vs. 12 - 14? What is the purpose of these questions? To show the power,
wisdom and majesty of the LORD

4. How does this connect to the beginning, with our comfort? Is anything impossible with the LORD? He will
redeem His people.

5. Attimes we can as the question, will God help? or, can He help? How does this passage comfort us? By
directing us to the power, wisdom and majesty of the LORD.

6. How does Paul use this at the end of Romans 117?

Sing: Hy. 15:3
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Lunch:2Cor.1:6-7

Thursday May 31
To whom, then, will you compare God?
Isaiah 40 : 18 - 24

8To whom then will you liken God,
or what likeness compare with him?
¥ Anidol! A craftsman casts it,
and a goldsmith overlays it with gold
and casts for it silver chains.
®He who is too impoverished for an offering
chooses wood that will not rot;
he seeks out a skillful craftsman
to set up an idol that will not move.
* Do you not know? Do you not hear?
Has it not been told you from the beginning?
Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth?
2t is he who sits above the circle of the earth,
and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers;
who stretches out the heavens like a curtain,
and spreads them like a tent to dwell in;
2 who brings princes to nothing,
and makes the rulers of the earth as emptiness.
#scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown,
scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth,
when he blows on them, and they wither,
and the tempest carries them off like stubble.

Discussion

1. To whom will you compare God? He cannot be compared to anyone or anything. He is unique

2.  What about this idols? They are nothing, vs. 19-20. How is this made clear in these verses? What is the
attraction of idols? What is the foolishness of idolatry?

3. What do we know and what have we heard? God's power in creation. His power in maintaining this world,
His power in governing this world. Do we know? Have we heard? How does the confession of God's
power function in our lives? Is it a comfort? Why?

4. Discuss the images used in vs. 22.

5. What does He do with those who oppose him?

Sing: Ps. 115:3,4
Lunch:2Cor.1:8-9

Friday June 1
Do you not know? Have you not heard?
Isaiah 40 : 25 -31

%To whom then will you compare me,
that I should be like him? says the Holy One.
% Lift up your eyes on high and see:
who created these?
He who brings out their host by number,
calling them all by name,
by the greatness of his might,
and because he is strong in power
not one is missing.
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27Why do you say, O Jacob,
and speak, O Israel,
“My way is hidden from the Lord,
and my right is disregarded by my God”?
 Have you not known? Have you not heard?
The Lord is the everlasting God,
the Creator of the ends of the earth.
He does not faint or grow weary;
his understanding is unsearchable.
* He gives power to the faint,
and to him who has no might he increases strength.
% Even youths shall faint and be weary,
and young men shall fall exhausted;
* but they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength;
they shall mount up with wings like eagles;
they shall run and not be weary;
they shall walk and not faint.

Discussion

1. Whatis the complaint of Israel? Vs. 27. Remember they are in exile.

2.  What does the LORD answer? Vs. 28

3. How is this an answer to their complaint? Vs. 29

4. Youth is the symbol of strength and vitality. You may think you are more vital than your parents, and
teachers. But also young people can become burdened and weary by the trials of life. You can meet things
in life that make it very difficult. What is then our strength?

5. Reflect on vs. 26. He knows all the stars by name.

Sing: Hy. 13:1, 2
Lunch:2Cor.1:10-11

61



Daily Devotions, year 1, semester 2

WHY?

Why? is a typical human question. It can be a good question, one that leads to further learning. It can also be a
dangerous question. The Bible has also many Why? questions. But the Bible also teaches that we have to go to the
Lord with our questions.

Monday Jun. 4
Awake, O Lord! Why do you sleep?
At times the Psalms ask questions which we would not quickly dare to pray.

Psalm 44 :17 - 26
7 All this has come upon us,
though we have not forgotten you,
and we have not been false to your covenant.
8 0ur heart has not turned back,
nor have our steps departed from your way;
¥ yet you have broken us in the place of jackals
and covered us with the shadow of death.
?|f we had forgotten the name of our God
or spread out our hands to a foreign god,
! would not God discover this?
For he knows the secrets of the heart.
2 et for your sake we are killed all the day long;
we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.
3 awake! Why are you sleeping, O Lord?
Rouse yourself! Do not reject us forever!
*Why do you hide your face?
Why do you forget our affliction and oppression?
% For our soul is bowed down to the dust;
our belly clings to the ground.
% Rise up; come to our help!
Redeem us for the sake of your steadfast love!

2.

Discussion
1. Where is the question why? Vs. 24. What does this mean?

2. The question has a background. Which one? See vs. 9 - 16. How does Israel experience this defeat? Why
would this lead to the question why? Why does hardship lead to ask, why?

What makes this question even more urgent? Vs. 17 (second part), 18. See also vs. 20 and 21.

4. Discuss what we read in vs. 23 and 24. God seems to sleep and hide His face. Is this proper to ask? Would
we dare to say in prayer what Israel says here? Yet God allows it. He understands that we question, as
long as we go to Him with our questions. What does it mean that our prayers must show childlike fear and
reverence?

5. The question why is not open-ended. Discuss the function of vs. 26. Although we may have our questions,
we end with the confession of God’s faithfulness. This is because of the covenant.

w

Sing: Ps.42:2,3
Lunch:Ps.44:4-8

Tuesday Jun. 5
The “Why?” because of injustice.

Jeremiah12:1-5
Jeremiah's Complaint
12 Righteous are you, O Lord,
when | complain to you;
yet | would plead my case before you.

62



Discussion:
1. Jeremiah has a complaint. What is it? Vs. 1 -4
2.
realize this more?
3.
punished, whereas the sinners have it well. See Psalm 73.
4. What is the answer of the LORD? Vs. 7 and following: judgement
5.

Why does the way of the wicked prosper?
Why do all who are treacherous thrive?
2You plant them, and they take root;
they grow and produce fruit;
you are near in their mouth
and far from their heart.
3But you, O Lord, know me;
you see me, and test my heart toward you.
Pull them out like sheep for the slaughter,

and set them apart for the day of slaughter.

*How long will the land mourn
and the grass of every field wither?
For the evil of those who dwell in it
the beasts and the birds are swept away,

because they said, “He will not see our latter end.”

The Lord Answers Jeremiah

*“If you have raced with men on foot, and they have wearied you,

how will you compete with horses?
And if in a safe land you are so trusting,

what will you do in the thicket of the Jordan?

Daily Devotions, year 1, semester 2

What is the importance of the first words of vs. 1? Although Jeremiah complains he does not question the
righteousness of God. Do we in our questioning keep in mind our place before God? What can we do to

Why does Jeremiah struggle with this? God's righteousness would seem to mean that sinners are

What is the meaning of vs. 5? Do not try to figure out why God does certain things, for then it will only

become more difficult. Certain questions will never be answered.

Sing: Ps.73:8,9
Lunch : Lamentations:3:19-22

Wednesday Jun. 6

The LORD also asks “Why?”

Isaiah1:2-9

The Wickedness of Judah
*Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth;
for the Lord has spoken:
“Children have | reared and brought up,
but they have rebelled against me.
3The ox knows its owner,
and the donkey its master's crib,
but Israel does not know,
my people do not understand.”
“ Ah, sinful nation,
a people laden with iniquity,
offspring of evildoers,
children who deal corruptly!
They have forsaken the Lord,
they have despised the Holy One of Israel,
they are utterly estranged.
*Why will you still be struck down?
Why will you continue to rebel?
The whole head is sick,
and the whole heart faint.
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€ From the sole of the foot even to the head,
there is no soundness in it,
but bruises and sores
and raw wounds;
they are not pressed out or bound up
or softened with oil.
"Your country lies desolate;
your cities are burned with fire;
in your very presence
foreigners devour your land;
it is desolate, as overthrown by foreigners.
& And the daughter of Zion is left
like a booth in a vineyard,
like a lodge in a cucumber field,
like a besieged city.
°|f the Lord of hosts
had not left us a few survivors,
we should have been like Sodom,
and become like Gomorrah.

Discussion
1. Where is the question why? Vs. 5. Who is asking the question? The LORD.
2. What is He asking? Why would Israel not serve and love the LORD. Can you understand why He asks this
question? What does this teach us about Him and about us?
3.  What makes this question so passionate?
vs. 2 - look what the LORD has done for them. An animal is more thankful!
vs. 5, 6 - they have been punished already so much. Don't they learn?

Sing: Ps.52:1,6
Lunch: 2 Chron. 24 : 17-20

Thursday Jun. 7
Our Lord Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Why?”

Matthew 27 : 41 - 46
“150 also the chief priests, with the scribes and elders, mocked him, saying, “2«He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the
King of Israel; let him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in him.*” He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he
desires him. For he said, ‘l am the Son of God.”” ** And the robbers who were crucified with him also reviled him in the same way.
The Death of Jesus
** Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. * And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with
a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”

Discussion
1. Where do we find the question why? Vs. 46
2. Who is asking the question? The Lord Jesus Christ. What is the situation?
vs. 41 - mocking by chief priests
vs. 45 - darkness, God pours out His wrath.
3.  Why would Christ ask the question why? The punishment was so severe, and He did not deserve it. See
Canons of Dort Il, article 4. What is the comfort for us? He did it for us.
4. Note that the Lord Jesus still uses the pronoun “my”. We see here our Mediator. Although God forsook
Him, He did not let go of God.
5. Form for Lord's Supper: He was forsaken so that we will never more be forsaken by Him. What is the
comfort of this why? We can have the feeling of being forsaken. It is indeed a feeling, not the reality
because of Christ.

Sing: Ps.22:1
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Lunch: from Psalm 22
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Friday Jun. 8

The answer to the question “Why?”

2 Corinthians 12:7-10

750 to keep me from becoming conceited because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, a thorn was given me in the
flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me from becoming conceited.  Three times | pleaded with the Lord about this,
that it should leave me. ° But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore |
will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. ** For the sake of Christ, then, | am
content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when | am weak, then | am strong.

Discussion

1. Discuss what Paul says about himself in vs. 7.

2. What did Paul do? Vs. 8 - although the question why is not mentioned, it is certainly part of it.

3. What s the Lord's answer? Vs. 9. Explain the answer the LORD. Is it an answer to Paul’s question?

4. Do we receive and answer to our questions? God’s Word.

5. What is the lesson Paul has learned? Vs. 10. How can the Lord's power be made perfect in weakness? Do
we look at our struggles in this way as well? When are we strong? What does human nature say? What
does the believer say?

6. Inthe Book of Praise we have two prayers for the spiritually distressed. The end of the first paragraph of
Prayer # 9 answers the question “why?”

Sing: Hy. 74 : 1

Lunch: 2Cor.4:16-18
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ANIMALS THAT TEACH US

Animals are a wonderful part of God’s creation. They show the glory and majesty of our God. In the Bible animals
are also mentioned to teach us. Last week we saw this in the closing words of Isaiah 40.

Monday Jun. 11

The eagle and its wings

Exodus19:1-6

Israel at Mount Sinai

19 On the third new moon after the people of Israel had gone out of the land of Egypt, on that day they came into the wilderness of
Sinai. >They set out from Rephidim and came into the wilderness of Sinai, and they encamped in the wilderness. There Israel
encamped before the mountain, > while Moses went up to God. The Lord called to him out of the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall
say to the house of Jacob, and tell the people of Israel: * You yourselves have seen what | did to the Egyptians, and how | bore you on
eagles' wings and brought you to myself. * Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my
treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; ®and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.
These are the words that you shall speak to the people of Israel.”

Discussion
1. Which animal is mentioned and why? Vs. 4 - the eagle, it carries its young on its wings.
2.  What is the situation of this passage? Israel has arrived at Mount Sinai. The LORD had brought his people
“to himself”
3. What does the LORD teach with the image of the eagle? His care for his people
4. Why does the LORD carry His people? So they will serve Him, vs. 5 & 6. How does this image help us?
5. What does it mean to be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation?
Sing: Hy. 13 :4

Lunch: Ps.103:1-5

Tuesday Jun, 12

The leopard and its spots

Jeremiah 13 :20-27

24| ift up your eyes and see
those who come from the north.
Where is the flock that was given you,
your beautiful flock?
2 What will you say when they set as head over you
those whom you yourself have taught to be friends to you?
Will not pangs take hold of you
like those of a woman in labor?
2 And if you say in your heart,
‘Why have these things come upon me?’
it is for the greatness of your iniquity
that your skirts are lifted up
and you suffer violence.
3 Can the Ethiopian change his skin
or the leopard his spots?
Then also you can do good
who are accustomed to do evil.
| will scatter you like chaff
driven by the wind from the desert.
B This is your lot,
the portion | have measured out to you, declares the Lord,
because you have forgotten me
and trusted in lies.
%) myself will lift up your skirts over your face,
and your shame will be seen.
7| have seen your abominations,
your adulteries and neighings, your lewd whorings,
on the hills in the field.
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Woe to you, O Jerusalem!
How long will it be before you are made clean?”

Discussion

1. Whois coming from the north? The Babylonians to take Judah into captivity

2.  Why did this happen to Judah? Vs. 22

3. Which animal is mentioned in vs. 23? The leopard.

4. How is this image of the leopard used? To show the sinfulness of Judah. As a leopard cannot change its
spot, so Judah cannot do good.

5. What do we learn from this image of the leopard? Our sinful inclination to go the wrong way. Are we
unable to do any good? Yes, unless we are regenerated by the Spirit of God (L.D. 3).

Sing: Ps. 103 :4
Lunch: Isaiah 11:6-9

Wednesday Jun. 13
The sparrow and its nest

Psalm 84
84 How lovely is your dwelling place,
O Lord of hosts!
2 My soul longs, yes, faints
for the courts of the Lord;
my heart and flesh sing for joy
to the living God.
3 Even the sparrow finds a home,
and the swallow a nest for herself,
where she may lay her young,
at your altars, O Lord of hosts,
my King and my God.
*Blessed are those who dwell in your house,
ever singing your praise! Selah
®Blessed are those whose strength is in you,
in whose heart are the highways to Zion.
€ As they go through the Valley of Baca
they make it a place of springs;
the early rain also covers it with pools.
" They go from strength to strength;
each one appears before God in Zion.
80 Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer;
give ear, O God of Jacob! Selah
®Behold our shield, O God;
look on the face of your anointed!
“For a day in your courts is better
than a thousand elsewhere.
| would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God
than dwell in the tents of wickedness.
" For the Lord God is a sun and shield;
the Lord bestows favor and honor.
No good thing does he withhold
from those who walk uprightly.
20 Lord of hosts,
blessed is the one who trusts in you!

Discussion
1. Whatis the theme of this Psalm? The longing to be with the LORD, to be in the house of the LORD.
2. Which animals are mentioned? The sparrow and the swallow, vs. 3 Why are they mentioned? They can
build their nests right in the temple and thus dwell in the house of the LORD, whereas the psalmist
cannot.

68



Daily Devotions, year 1, semester 2

3. Why s it so wonderful to dwell in God's house? Vs. 5 and following: we receive the strength (the blessing)
to go on in life.
4. The congregation is the house of the Lord for us. Are we as longing to be part of it as the psalmist? Do we
see how wonderful it is to have a place in God's congregation. Reflect on verse 10 and 11.
Sing: Ps. 84 :2

Lunch: Matthew 10:29-31

Thursday Jun. 14

The camel and the needle

Matthew 19 :21 - 26

2 Jesus said to him, “If you would be perfect, go, sell what you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven;
and come, follow me.” 2 When the young man heard this he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions.

 And Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly, | say to you, only with difficulty will a rich person enter the kingdom of heaven. 2* Again | tell
you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.” 2 When the
disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished, saying, “Who then can be saved?” % But Jesus looked at them and said, “With
man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.”

Discussion

1.

What is the context? A rich young man asks the Lord Jesus what good thing he must do to get eternal life.

2. Why would he ask this? What is the answer of the Lord? What does this mean?

3. What is the reaction of the young man? Vs. 22. Why?

4. Which animal is mentioned? Vs. 24 - camel. What is the point? Camel was largest animal found in
Palestine. Eye of needle is smallest possible opening. Thus this image stresses how difficult it is for rich
people to enter the kingdom of God. Why is this?

5. Does this mean that no rich person can enter? No, see vs. 26

Sing: Ps.63:3

Lunch: Proverbs30:7-9

Friday Jun. 15

The deer and its feet

Psalm 18 :30 - 36

¥ This God—his way is perfect;
the word of the Lord proves true;
he is a shield for all those who take refuge in him.
3 For who is God, but the Lord?
And who is a rock, except our God?—
*2the God who equipped me with strength
and made my way blameless.
% He made my feet like the feet of a deer
and set me secure on the heights.
** He trains my hands for war,
so that my arms can bend a bow of bronze.
% You have given me the shield of your salvation,
and your right hand supported me,
and your gentleness made me great.
* You gave a wide place for my steps under me,
and my feet did not slip.

Discussion
1. Why did David write this Psalm? See introduction to Psalm, before vs. 1
2. What does the Psalmist say about God in vs. 30 and 31? God is perfect and a rock of refuge.
3.  Which animal is mentioned? The deer, in vs. 33. What is the point? As a deer can jump and run, so the
LORD enabled David to jump and run from danger.
4. How does David apply this? Vs. 34-36, his victory over his enemies.
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David learned to rely on the LORD alone. Sometimes it was a difficult lesson. How is this with us? Do we
rely on the Lord? How does He train our hands for battle? Think in this regard of the spiritual battle and

the armour of the Lord (Eph. 6 and Lord's Day 52)

Sing: Ps.42:1
Lunch: Isaiah35:5-7
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