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Semester 2

1. “I AM THE LIFE.”
2. THE CONCLUSION OF THE MATTER (Ecclesiastes 8-12)
3.

“YOU SHALL NOT STEAL.”

4.

WORK

5.

OUR ENEMY

6.

OUR ENEMY

7.

PAUL’S THIRD MISSIONARY JOURNEY

8.

RETURNED EXILES (Ezra / Nehemiah)

9.

RETURNED EXILES (Ezra / Nehemiah)

10. “HALLOWED BE YOUR NAME.”
11. DIFFERENT TONGUES (Proverbs)
12. “YOU SHALL NOT GIVE FALSE TESTIMONY.”
13. FLOWERS
14. T.U.L.I.P.
15. TO OBEY IS BETTER THAN SACRIFICE

Special Weeks
16. THE LAMB
17. RESURRECTION IN N.T. LETTERS
18. ASCENSION AND JOY
19. HOLY SPIRIT AND JOY
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I AM THE LIFE
“I am the Word of Life.” The Lord Jesus spoke these words to teach the wonders of God’s work through him (John
14:6). This week we will look at three expressions used in the Old Testament that include the word life.
Tuesday, Jan. 28
The Tree of Life
Genesis 2 : 4-9
4

These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created, in the day that the Lord God made the earth and
the heavens. 5 When no bush of the field was yet in the land and no small plant of the field had yet sprung up—for the Lord God had
not caused it to rain on the land, and there was no man to work the ground, 6 and a mist was going up from the land and was
watering the whole face of the ground— 7 then the Lord God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils
the breath of life, and the man became a living creature. 8 And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there he put
the man whom he had formed. 9 And out of the ground the Lord God made to spring up every tree that is pleasant to the sight and
good for food. The tree of life was in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

Genesis 3 : 22- 24
22

Then the Lord God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of us in knowing good and evil. Now, lest he reach out his hand and
take also of the tree of life and eat, and live forever—” 23 therefore the Lord God sent him out from the garden of Eden to work the
ground from which he was taken. 24 He drove out the man, and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim and a
flaming sword that turned every way to guard the way to the tree of life.

Discussion
1. God placed the tree of life in Paradise. What was its function? It showed that in fellowship with the LORD
we have life. True life is possible in fellowship with the LORD God.
2. What happens when Adam and Eve fell into sin? What is the result of sin? Life is lost, and can only be
regained by God’s work of redemption. The lampstand in the tabernacle showed this.
3. From Rev. 22 we learn that the LORD will restore fellowship with Him, and the tree of life will be part of it.
Sing: Hy. 73 : 1, 3
Lunch: Revelation 22 : 1-5
Wednesday, Jan. 29
The Path of Life
Psalm 16
16 Preserve me, O God, for in you I take refuge.
I say to the Lord, “You are my Lord;
I have no good apart from you.”
3
As for the saints in the land, they are the excellent ones,
in whom is all my delight.4 The sorrows of those who run after another god shall multiply;
their drink offerings of blood I will not pour out
or take their names on my lips.
5
The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup;
you hold my lot.
6
The lines have fallen for me in pleasant places;
indeed, I have a beautiful inheritance.
7
I bless the Lord who gives me counsel;
in the night also my heart instructs me.
8
I have set the Lord always before me;
because he is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken.
9
Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being rejoices;
my flesh also dwells secure.
10
For you will not abandon my soul to Sheol,
or let your holy one see corruption.
11
You make known to me the path of life;
in your presence there is fullness of joy;
at your right hand are pleasures forevermore.
2

3

Daily Devotions, year 3, Semester 2
Discussion
1. What is the main theme of this Psalm?
2. What does David say about the LORD? What does he say about himself?
3. Would you agree that when you belong to the LORD you have a delightful inheritance? What is the
inheritance?
4. In vs. 11 we find the expression ‘the path of life.” Why would life be connected to a path? What does this
Psalm say ab out that path?
Sing: Ps. 16 : 4, 5
Lunch: John 8 : 12
Thursday, Jan. 30
The Fountain of Life
Psalm 36
36 Transgression speaks to the wicked deep in his heart;
there is no fear of God before his eyes.
2
For he flatters himself in his own eyes
that his iniquity cannot be found out and hated.
3
The words of his mouth are trouble and deceit;
he has ceased to act wisely and do good.
4
He plots trouble while on his bed;
he sets himself in a way that is not good;
he does not reject evil.
5
Your steadfast love, O Lord, extends to the heavens,
your faithfulness to the clouds.
6
Your righteousness is like the mountains of God;
your judgments are like the great deep;
man and beast you save, O Lord.
7
How precious is your steadfast love, O God!
The children of mankind take refuge in the shadow of your wings.
8
They feast on the abundance of your house,
and you give them drink from the river of your delights.
9
For with you is the fountain of life;
in your light do we see light.
10
Oh, continue your steadfast love to those who know you,
and your righteousness to the upright of heart!
11
Let not the foot of arrogance come upon me,
nor the hand of the wicked drive me away.
12
There the evildoers lie fallen;
they are thrust down, unable to rise.

Discussion
1. What is the main theme of this Psalm?
2. In vs. 9 we read about the fountain of life. What does that image mean? What is the fountain of life? Note
also the connection between vs 8 and 9. Vs 9 is the reason for vs. 8. What is the fountain of your joy?
What do we “drink” to be happy? See also L.D.22 q/a 58.
3. The NIV Study Bible notes that vs. 7-10 form a Jewish morning prayer. How would these verses fit that
setting?
Sing: Ps. 36 : 3
Lunch: John 6 : 25
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Friday, Jan. 31
The Light of life
Psalm 56
56 Be gracious to me, O God, for man tramples on me;
all day long an attacker oppresses me;
2
my enemies trample on me all day long,
for many attack me proudly.
3
When I am afraid,
I put my trust in you.
4
In God, whose word I praise,
in God I trust; I shall not be afraid.
What can flesh do to me?
5
All day long they injure my cause;
all their thoughts are against me for evil.
6
They stir up strife, they lurk;
they watch my steps,
as they have waited for my life.
7
For their crime will they escape?
In wrath cast down the peoples, O God!
8
You have kept count of my tossings;
put my tears in your bottle.
Are they not in your book?
9
Then my enemies will turn back
in the day when I call.
This I know, that God is for me.
10
In God, whose word I praise,
in the Lord, whose word I praise,
11
in God I trust; I shall not be afraid.
What can man do to me?
12
I must perform my vows to you, O God;
I will render thank offerings to you.
13
For you have delivered my soul from death,
yes, my feet from falling,
that I may walk before God
in the light of life.

Discussion
1. How serious was the situation mentioned in the heading of the psalm? Do you think David was afraid?
What did he have to learn?
2. Discuss the meaning of vs. 8. What does this mean for our tears, struggles and concerns? What do you
think of stanza 3 in the Book of Praise, where we sing about tears being put in a bottle?
3. Is David not too boastful when he says “What can man do to me?”
4. The result of God’s help is that David is still alive. He sings about this in the last verse. What does the
expression light of life mean?
Sing: Ps. 56 : 3, 5
Lunch: John 8 : 12
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ECCLESIASTES
Ecclesiastes is a unique but also a popular book. In Israel, Ecclesiastes was read at the end of the Feast of
Tabernacles. This feast reminded Israel of its journey through the wilderness, how the LORD led them and
provided for them. When you travel, you only need to take along what is necessary to travel. Extra weight only
makes the journey harder. Also, when you travel you need to keep your goal in mind, and you need a map to be
sure of the way. Ecclesiastes fits within this metaphor of traveling. The Holy Spirit shows us what we need and
what we don’t need in our travels. He also reminds us of our goal and gives us a “map” in a confusing environment.
Monday, Feb. 3
No one can comprehend what goes on under the sun.
Ecclesiastes 8 :14-17
14

There is a vanity that takes place on earth, that there are righteous people to whom it happens according to the deeds of the
wicked, and there are wicked people to whom it happens according to the deeds of the righteous. I said that this also is
vanity. 15 And I commend joy, for man has nothing better under the sun but to eat and drink and be joyful, for this will go with him in
his toil through the days of his life that God has given him under the sun.
16
When I applied my heart to know wisdom, and to see the business that is done on earth, how neither day nor night do one's eyes
see sleep, 17 then I saw all the work of God, that man cannot find out the work that is done under the sun. However much man may
toil in seeking, he will not find it out. Even though a wise man claims to know, he cannot find it out.

Discussion
1. It may be helpful to start with the last part of this passage. What does the Preacher say in vs. 17? Why can
we not comprehend what goes on under the sun?
2. Now we can go to vs. 14-15, do you see how this connects to the conclusion?
3. What does this passage teach us about wisdom? Wisdom is to say I believe in God. Humans think they
have answer to everything. This passage gives us a different perspective! It teaches that the believer in
admitting our limitation knows more and better.
4. Do you feel at times confused by the events in this world? Does the fact that we do not comprehend what
goes on troubles you? Why? How can we deal with such feelings?
Sing: Ps. 92 : 2, 3
Lunch: 1 Cor. 1 : 25 - 29
Tuesday, Feb. 4
Our lives - God’s gifts
Ecclesiastes 9 : 7 - 10
7

Go, eat your bread with joy, and drink your wine with a merry heart, for God has already approved what you do.
Let your garments be always white. Let not oil be lacking on your head.
9
Enjoy life with the wife whom you love, all the days of your vain life that he has given you under the sun, because that is
your portion in life and in your toil at which you toil under the sun. 10 Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might, for
there is no work or thought or knowledge or wisdom in Sheol, to which you are going.
8

Discussion
1. There are people who say, “Live life to the fullest. You have only once chance, so live it intensely.” Does
this passage say the same? What is the difference?
2. Why are we allowed to enjoy life? What examples does the preacher give? Do we enjoy life? Is there a
right way to enjoy life and a wrong way?
3. Does he not have a negative view on death? Do we not believe that death is the entrance into eternal
life? That is true, at the same time, we were created to live with God on this earth. This is also our future.
Thus there is a place to enjoy life, provided we do it in dependence on the LORD.
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Sing: Ps. 115 : 7, 8
Lunch: Isa. 38 : 9 -14
Wednesday, Feb. 5
To be wise in your own eyes is foolishness
Ecclesiastes 10 : 10 - 15
10

If the iron is blunt, and one does not sharpen the edge,
he must use more strength,
but wisdom helps one to succeed.
11
If the serpent bites before it is charmed,
there is no advantage to the charmer.
12
The words of a wise man's mouth win him favor,
but the lips of a fool consume him.
13
The beginning of the words of his mouth is foolishness,
and the end of his talk is evil madness.
14
A fool multiplies words,
though no man knows what is to be,
and who can tell him what will be after him?
15
The toil of a fool wearies him,
for he does not know the way to the city.

Discussion
1. This passage speaks about a fool and folly. According to the Bible, who is a fool and what is folly?
2. What is the wisdom of vs. 10 and 11?
3. This passage also connects being a fool to the words he speaks. What is the connection? What contrast do
we find in vs. 12? What is the point of vs. 13?
4. Why would be wearied by his own work?
5. “We should not be fools with the knowledge God gives.” Is this a good application of this passage?
Sing: Ps. 32 : 4, 5
Lunch: 1 Cor. 2 : 13 - 15
Thursday, Feb. 6
Live and work in the expectation of Christ.
Ecclesiastes 11 : 1 - 10
11 Cast your bread upon the waters,
for you will find it after many days.
2
Give a portion to seven, or even to eight,
for you know not what disaster may happen on earth.
3
If the clouds are full of rain,
they empty themselves on the earth,
and if a tree falls to the south or to the north,
in the place where the tree falls, there it will lie.
4
He who observes the wind will not sow,
and he who regards the clouds will not reap.
5
As you do not know the way the spirit comes to the bones in the womb of a woman with child, so you do not know the work of God
who makes everything.
6
In the morning sow your seed, and at evening withhold not your hand, for you do not know which will prosper, this or that, or
whether both alike will be good.
7
Light is sweet, and it is pleasant for the eyes to see the sun.
8
So if a person lives many years, let him rejoice in them all; but let him remember that the days of darkness will be many. All that
comes is vanity.
9
Rejoice, O young man, in your youth, and let your heart cheer you in the days of your youth. Walk in the ways of your heart and the
sight of your eyes. But know that for all these things God will bring you into judgment.
10
Remove vexation from your heart, and put away pain[c] from your body, for youth and the dawn of life are vanity.
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Discussion
1. This passage teaches us life skills. In vs. 1-2 we are taught to be generous and trust in the LORD. Explain
this.
2. In vss. 3 - 6 we are taught not to get stuck in “maybe” or “may have been.” Explain.
3. Does this mean that we should not be afraid to take a risk?
4. Vs. 9 speaks about the enjoyment in life. Explain this.
5. Vs. 9 also speaks about the judgment of God? In which way? What does this mean for us?
Sing: Ps. 112 : 3, 4, 5
Lunch: Prov. 11 : 24-25
Friday, Feb. 7
Here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep his commandments
Ecclesiastes 12 : 9 - 14
9

Besides being wise, the Preacher also taught the people knowledge, weighing and studying and arranging many proverbs with great
care. 10 The Preacher sought to find words of delight, and uprightly he wrote words of truth.
11
The words of the wise are like goads, and like nails firmly fixed are the collected sayings; they are given by one Shepherd. 12 My
son, beware of anything beyond these. Of making many books there is no end, and much study is a weariness of the flesh.
13
The end of the matter; all has been heard. Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man. 14 For God will
bring every deed into judgment, with every secret thing, whether good or evil.

Discussion
1. This passage is the conclusion to the book. What is the conclusion? See vs. 13. What does it mean to fear
God?
2. Why would the words of wise be like goads, or like firmly embedded nails?
3. What does the end of vs. 12 mean?
4. Why would vs. 14 speak about the judgment of God? What does this have to do with the theme of
Ecclesiastes?
Sing: Ps. 111 : 5
Lunch: 1 Cor. 3 : 12 - 15
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YOU SHALL NOT STEAL
We have been raised with Christ to a new life. This has consequences also for our use of material possessions. In
the eighth commandment the LORD show us how his redemption determines what we do with possessions and
money. We, who live in a prosperous, materialistic and individualistic society, have to be reminded time and again
that everything belongs to the LORD. Material desires can choke the gospel (Mat 13:22).
Monday, Feb. 10
Remember, it is the LORD who gives you the ability to produce wealth
Deuteronomy 8:10-18
10

And you shall eat and be full, and you shall bless the Lord your God for the good land he has given you.
“Take care lest you forget the Lord your God by not keeping his commandments and his rules and his statutes, which I command
you today,12 lest, when you have eaten and are full and have built good houses and live in them, 13 and when your herds and flocks
multiply and your silver and gold is multiplied and all that you have is multiplied, 14 then your heart be lifted up, and you forget
the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, 15 who led you through the great and
terrifying wilderness, with its fiery serpents and scorpions and thirsty ground where there was no water, who brought you water out
of the flinty rock, 16 who fed you in the wilderness with manna that your fathers did not know, that he might humble you and test
you, to do you good in the end. 17 Beware lest you say in your heart, ‘My power and the might of my hand have gotten me this
wealth.’18 You shall remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you power to get wealth, that he may confirm his covenant
that he swore to your fathers, as it is this day.
11

Discussion
1. What does the LORD say in vs. 12? Why would he in vs. 11 say “when you have eaten and are satisfied”?
2. Explain the expression “your heart will become proud” in vs. 15
3. Why does the LORD refer to the journey through the desert? What did the Israelites learn from this?
4. What do we learn from this passage? What is the connection between this passage and the eighth
commandment? Who owns everything? Is what we have “our own?”
Sing: Ps. 49 : 1
Lunch: Hosea 2 : 8 - 15
Tuesday, Feb. 11
Be rich toward God
Luke 12: 13-21

13
Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.” 14 But he said to him, “Man, who
made me a judge or arbitrator over you?” 15 And he said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for
one's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” 16 And he told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man
produced plentifully, 17 and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’ 18 And he said, ‘I will do
this: I will tear down mybarns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods.19 And I will say to my soul,
“Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.”’ 20 But God said to him, ‘Fool! This nightyour soul is
required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 21 So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not
rich toward God.”

Discussion
1. Again a warning in this passage, see vs. 15. What is the Lord saying?
2. How does the parable prove his point?
3. What does this mean for us and what is the connection with the eighth commandment? Who is truly rich?
What is true richness? What do we do with our money?
Sing: Ps. 49 : 2
Lunch: 1 Tim. 6 : 17 - 19
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Wednesday, Feb. 12
Ill-gotten treasures will not last.
Micah 6:9-15
9

The voice of the Lord cries to the city—
and it is sound wisdom to fear your name:
“Hear of the rod and of him who appointed it!
10
Can I forget any longer the treasures of wickedness in the house of the wicked,
and the scant measure that is accursed?
11
Shall I acquit the man with wicked scales
and with a bag of deceitful weights?
12
Your[c] rich men are full of violence;
your inhabitants speak lies,
and their tongue is deceitful in their mouth.
13
Therefore I strike you with a grievous blow,
making you desolate because of your sins.
14
You shall eat, but not be satisfied,
and there shall be hunger within you;
you shall put away, but not preserve,
and what you preserve I will give to the sword.
15
You shall sow, but not reap;
you shall tread olives, but not anoint yourselves with oil;
you shall tread grapes, but not drink wine.

Discussion
1. What is the LORD calling to the city? Which city is this?
2. Why does He call the city?
3. What is the result of their attitude?
4. How does this apply to us and what is the connection with the eighth commandment? When we meet
dishonesty, how do we deal with it?
Sing: Ps. 49 : 3
Lunch: Luke 16 : 10 - 13
Thursday, Feb. 13
The LORD cancels debts, and so must Israel.
Deuteronomy 15:1-6
15 “At the end of every seven years you shall grant a release. 2 And this is the manner of the release: every creditor shall release
what he has lent to his neighbor. He shall not exact it of his neighbor, his brother, because the Lord's release has been
proclaimed. 3 Of a foreigner you may exact it, but whatever of yours is with your brother your hand shall release. 4 But there will be
no poor among you; for the Lord will bless you in the land that the Lord your God is giving you for an inheritance to possess— 5 if
only you will strictly obey the voice of the Lord your God, being careful to do all this commandment that I command you today. 6 For
the Lord your God will bless you, as he promised you, and you shall lend to many nations, but you shall not borrow, and you shall
rule over many nations, but they shall not rule over you.

Discussion
1. What instruction does the LORD give to His people in this passage? Why?
2. Why should there no be poor among them?
3. How does this apply to us? What is the connection with the eighth commandment? Is it wrong to have a
debt? What about buying on credit?
Sing: Ps. 49 : 4
Lunch: Rom. 13:8
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Friday, Feb. 14
Stealing hearts of people is sin too!
2 Samuel 15:1-6
15 After this Absalom got himself a chariot and horses, and fifty men to run before him. 2 And Absalom used to rise early and stand
beside the way of the gate. And when any man had a dispute to come before the king for judgment, Absalom would call to him and
say, “From what city are you?” And when he said, “Your servant is of such and such a tribe in Israel,” 3 Absalom would say to him,
“See, your claims are good and right, but there is no man designated by the king to hear you.” 4 Then Absalom would say, “Oh that I
were judge in the land! Then every man with a dispute or cause might come to me, and I would give him justice.” 5 And whenever a
man came near to pay homage to him, he would put out his hand and take hold of him and kiss him. 6 Thus Absalom did to all of
Israel who came to the king for judgment. So Absalom stole the hearts of the men of Israel.

Discussion
1. Stealing can be done in another way too! What kind of stealing is mentioned in this passage?
2. What did Absalom do? How did he do it? Why?
3. Why is this kind of stealing wrong? Do people today try to steal hearts? How does this apply to us?
Sing: Ps. 49 : 5
Lunch: Deut. 24 : 6, 7
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WORK
In the eighth commandment the LORD requires that we work faithfully. See Catechism q/a 111.
Monday, Feb. 17
Work is a calling
Genesis 1:26-30
26

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over
the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”
27
So God created man in his own image,
in the image of God he created him;
male and female he created them.
28
And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over
the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 29 And God said, “Behold, I
have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them
for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything
that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so.

Discussion
1. What does this passage teach us about work?
2. Many look at work as a necessary evil. The less we do the better it is. What do we learn from this
passage?
3. As believers we maintain that work is part of our service. What does this mean? How do we serve?
4. What about those who are unable to work? What about unwillingness to work? Can work also become
too important in our lives?
Sing: Ps. 90 : 2, 3
Lunch: John 5 : 16 - 18
Tuesday, Feb. 18
By the sweat of your face
Genesis 3:16-19
16

To the woman he said,
“I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing;
in pain you shall bring forth children.
Your desire shall be for your husband,
and he shall rule over you.”
17
And to Adam he said,
“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife
and have eaten of the tree
of which I commanded you,
‘You shall not eat of it,’
cursed is the ground because of you;
in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life;
18
thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you;
and you shall eat the plants of the field.
19
By the sweat of your face
you shall eat bread,
till you return to the ground,
for out of it you were taken;
for you are dust,
and to dust you shall return.”
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Discussion
1. Yesterday we saw God’s plan with regard to work. What happened next? What are the consequences of
our fall into sin when it comes to our work?
2. What does it mean that the ground is cursed? What does this mean for our daily work?
3. How do you deal with this aspect of life? What should be our attitude when things do not work out or
break down? How do we deal with failure?
Sing: Ps. 90 : 4, 5
Lunch: Rom. 8 : 19 - 22
Wednesday, Feb. 19
In Christ our work has again meaning
2 Thessalonians 3 : 6 - 13
6

Now we command you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep away from any brother who is walking in
idleness and not in accord with the tradition that you received from us. 7 For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us,
because we were not idle when we were with you,8 nor did we eat anyone's bread without paying for it, but with toil and labor we
worked night and day, that we might not be a burden to any of you. 9 It was not because we do not have that right, but to give you in
ourselves an example to imitate. 10 For even when we were with you, we would give you this command: If anyone is not willing to
work, let him not eat. 11 For we hear that some among you walk in idleness, not busy at work, but busybodies. 12 Now such persons
we command and encourage in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own living.
13
As for you, brothers, do not grow weary in doing good.

Discussion
1. What is the command of the apostle? Why would he gives this command? What was happening in
Thessalonica?
2. What is the importance of the first words of vs. 6? Keep in mind previous devotions. Christ redeems us
also from the curse.
3. Discuss the rule of vs. 10. Some suggest that “he shall not eat” means do not help him as community. This
has consequences for the work of the deacons.
Sing: Ps. 90 : 8, 9
Lunch: 1 Thess 4 : 11 - 12
Thursday, Feb. 20
God hates laziness
Proverbs 6 : 6 - 11
6

Go to the ant, O sluggard;
consider her ways, and be wise.
7
Without having any chief,
officer, or ruler,
8
she prepares her bread in summer
and gathers her food in harvest.
9
How long will you lie there, O sluggard?
When will you arise from your sleep?
10
A little sleep, a little slumber,
a little folding of the hands to rest,
11
and poverty will come upon you like a robber,
and want like an armed man.

Proverbs 26 : 13 - 16
13

The sluggard says, “There is a lion in the road!
There is a lion in the streets!”
14
As a door turns on its hinges,
so does a sluggard on his bed.
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15

The sluggard buries his hand in the dish;
it wears him out to bring it back to his mouth.
16
The sluggard is wiser in his own eyes
than seven men who can answer sensibly.

Discussion
1. What are these passages about? Explain the images and metaphors used.
2. Why would the Bible warn against laziness?
3. What does this mean for us?
Sing: Ps. 104 : 6
Lunch: Col. 3 : 22 - 4 : 1
Friday, Feb. 21
`We are unworthy servants; we have only done our duty.'
Luke 17:7-10
7

“Will any one of you who has a servant plowing or keeping sheep say to him when he has come in from the field, ‘Come at once
and recline at table’? 8 Will he not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for me, and dress properly, and serve me while I eat and drink,
and afterward you will eat and drink’? 9 Does he thank the servant because he did what was commanded? 10 So you also, when you
have done all that you were commanded, say, ‘We are unworthy servants; we have only done what was our duty.’”

Discussion
1. What is the Lord Jesus teaching with this example?
2. Discuss the words of vs. 10. Our work is service. Do we deserve anything? Will the Lord reward our work?
See also Lord’s Day 24.
Sing: Ps. 127 : 1, 2
Lunch: Rev. 22 : 1 - 5
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OUR ENEMY
As soldiers in God’s army (see Eph 6) we must we well aware of our enemy. In our baptism we have been called to
“valiantly fight against and overcome sin, the devil, and his whole dominion.” (Form for Baptism, Prayer of
Thanksgiving) This fight is not easy. Daily we have to pray, lead us not into temptation. See also Canon of Dort
chapter 5, articles 4 and 8. To know our enemy we have to listen to the Bible. The coming two weeks we will deal
with what we learn from the Bible about our enemy. God reveals this to open our eyes. We need not be scared.
For as we reflect on this, keep in mind what we read in Romans 8 : 38 - 39.
Monday, Feb. 24
We need to know the enemy
Ephesians 6: 10-18
10

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand
against the schemes of the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities,
against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up
the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. 14 Stand
therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15 and, as shoes for your feet,
having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace. 16 In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can
extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; 17 and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of
God, 18 praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication.

Discussion
1. Who is our enemy? What does this passage teach us about him? What does this mean?
2. Why would we have to know him?
3. How can we resist him?
Sing: Hy. 63 : 8, 9
Lunch: 2 Cor 2 : 9 - 11
Tuesday, Feb. 25
His names
John 8 : 44
44

You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father's desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not
stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the father of
lies.

Revelation 12:9-10

9
And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—
he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. 10 And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying,
“Now the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our
brothers has been thrown down, who accuses them day and night before our God.

Discussion
1. The enemy has many names. Which ones do we find in these passages?
2. What do these names mean? What do we learn from them?
3. Is he still doing this? Do you recognize his work today?
Sing: Hy. 55 : 1
Lunch: Revelation 12 : 3 - 4
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Wednesday, Feb. 26
His origin
Isaiah 14 : 12 - 15
12

“How you are fallen from heaven,
O Day Star, son of Dawn!
How you are cut down to the ground,
you who laid the nations low!
13
You said in your heart,
‘I will ascend to heaven;
above the stars of God
I will set my throne on high;
I will sit on the mount of assembly
in the far reaches of the north;
14
I will ascend above the heights of the clouds;
I will make myself like the Most High.’
15
But you are brought down to Sheol,
to the far reaches of the pit.

Revelation 12:7-9
7

Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his angels fighting against the dragon. And the dragon and his angels fought back, 8 but he
was defeated, and there was no longer any place for them in heaven. 9 And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent,
who is called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown
down with him.

Discussion
1. Where does he come from? See also B.C. Art. 12
2. Some believe that Isa 14 speaks of his fall. Others believe this is about the king of Babylon. The name
Lucifer (morning star) as referring to the devil comes from the Isaiah passage. The Revelation passage
could give more insight. The question is whether the stars are angels or human beings.
3. What we must maintain is that he is a created, thus not omnipotent. Why is this important?
Sing: Hy. 55 : 2
Lunch: 2 Kings 6 : 16-17
Thursday, Feb. 27
His position
Revelation 9:1-11
9 And the fifth angel blew his trumpet, and I saw a star fallen from heaven to earth, and he was given the key to the shaft of the
bottomless pit.] 2 He opened the shaft of the bottomless pit, and from the shaft rose smoke like the smoke of a great furnace,
and the sun and the air were darkened with the smoke from the shaft. 3 Then from the smoke came locusts on the earth, and they
were given power like the power of scorpions of the earth. 4 They were told not to harm the grass of the earth or any green plant or
any tree, but only those people who do not have the seal of God on their foreheads. 5 They were allowed to torment them for five
months, but not to kill them, and their torment was like the torment of a scorpion when it stings someone. 6 And in those
days people will seek death and will not find it. They will long to die, but death will flee from them.
7
In appearance the locusts were like horses prepared for battle: on their heads were what looked like crowns of gold; their faces
were like human faces, 8 their hair like women's hair, and their teeth like lions' teeth; 9 they had breastplates like breastplates of iron,
and the noise of their wings was like the noise of many chariots with horses rushing into battle. 10 They have tails and stings like
scorpions, and their power to hurt people for five months is in their tails.11 They have as king over them the angel of the bottomless
pit. His name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in Greek he is called Apollyon.

Discussion
1. What do we learn about the position of the devil? How powerful is he? Why do we need to know this?
2. Notice also that the passage speaks of devils in plural. Satan has helpers, is leader of well-organized army.
3. Keep in mind again what we confess in Art. 12 and 13 of the B.C.
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Sing: Hy. 55 : 3
Lunch: Matthew 12 : 25-29
Friday, Feb. 28
His power
2 Corinthians 4 : 3-6
3

And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4 In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of
the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5 For what we
proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake. 6 For God, who said, “Let light
shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

Ephesians 2 : 1-2
2 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, following the course of this world, following the prince
of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience—

Discussion
1. What do we learn from these passages about the power of the enemy? What is his purpose?
2. What does the expression “the god of this age” mean? What does he do? Do you see him at work today?
3. In Eph. 2 we find the expression “the ruler of the kingdom of the air”. What does this mean? What does
this ruler do?
4. Why do we have to know this?
Sing: Ps. 89 : 4, 5
Lunch: Hebrews 2 : 14-15
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THE ENEMY (2)
Monday, March 2
His activities
2 Corinthians 11 : 13-15
13

For such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. 14 And no wonder, for even Satan
disguises himself as an angel of light. 15 So it is no surprise if his servants, also, disguise themselves as servants of
righteousness. Their end will correspond to their deeds.

2 Thessalonians 2 : 9-12
9

The coming of the lawless one is by the activity of Satan with all power and false signs and wonders, 10 and with all wicked
deception for those who are perishing, because they refused to love the truth and so be saved. 11 Therefore God sends them a strong
delusion, so that they may believe what is false, 12 in order that all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had
pleasure in unrighteousness.

Discussion
1. From his power and position, we now turn to the activities of our enemy. What does he do according to
these passages?
2. Explain what this means.
3. Note the words “deceit,” “counterfeit,” “delusion.” What do they mean? How do we see this today in our
world?
Sing: Hy. 84 : 1, 2
Lunch: Luke 11 : 24-26
Tuesday, March 3
His activities
Revelation 12 : 13-17
13

And when the dragon saw that he had been thrown down to the earth, he pursued the woman who had given birth to the male
child. 14 But the woman was given the two wings of the great eagle so that she might fly from the serpent into the wilderness, to the
place where she is to be nourished for a time, and times, and half a time. 15 The serpent poured water like a river out of his mouth
after the woman, to sweep her away with a flood. 16 But the earth came to the help of the woman, and the earth opened its mouth
and swallowed the river that the dragon had poured from his mouth. 17 Then the dragon became furious with the woman and went
off to make war on the rest of her offspring, on those who keep the commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus.

Discussion
1. Upon the resurrection and ascension of the Lord Jesus Christ, the devil is no longer allowed in heaven.
Why would this be? See vs. 11 and in vs. 10 the word “now”.
2. What does he do instead?
3. What is the water that he spews after the woman?
4. What does it mean that the earth helped the woman?
5. Against whom is the devil’s wrath?
Sing: Hy. 84 : 3, 4
Lunch: 1 John 2 : 15-17
Wednesday, March 4
His judgment and his defeat
Colossians 2 : 9-15
9

For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, 10 and you have been filled in him, who is the head of all rule and authority. 11 In
him also you were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the flesh, by the circumcision of
Christ, 12 having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through faith in the powerful working of
God, who raised him from the dead. 13 And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made
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alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, 14 by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal
demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. 15 He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame,
by triumphing over them in him.

Discussion
1. What does it mean that Christ is head over every power and authority?
2. How did He receive this power?
3. Explain vs. 15. How did Christ make a public spectacle of the devil?
4. What is the comfort for us?
Sing: Hy. 53 : 3
Lunch: John 12 : 30-33
Thursday, March 5
His doom
Revelation 19:19-21
19

And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth with their armies gathered to make war against him who was sitting on the horse
and against his army.20 And the beast was captured, and with it the false prophet who in its presence had done the signs by which he
deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped its image. These two were thrown alive into the
lake of fire that burns with sulfur. 21 And the rest were slain by the sword that came from the mouth of him who was sitting on the
horse, and all the birds were gorged with their flesh.

Revelation 20:7-10
7

And when the thousand years are ended, Satan will be released from his prison 8 and will come out to deceive the nations that are
at the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them for battle; their number is like the sand of the sea. 9 And they
marched up over the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city, but fire came down from
heaven and consumed them, 10 and the devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where the beast and
the false prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.

Discussion
1. What will happen to the devil? When will this happen?
2. Why do we need to know this?
Sing: Hy. 82 : 1, 2
Lunch: Matthew 25 : 41 - 43
Friday, March 6
Our comfort
1 Peter 5 : 8 - 11
8
Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 9 Resist
him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the
world. 10 And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will
himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. 11 To him be the dominion forever and ever. Amen.

Discussion
1. We have paid attention to the enemy for two weeks. You think this is too much? Do we take him
seriously?
2. What does this passage teach us about our enemy?
3. What does it commands us to do?
4. What is our strength?
Sing: Hy. 82 : 3, 4
Lunch: Rom. 8 : 38 – 39
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PAUL’S THIRD MISSIONARY JOURNEY
The result of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit is that the gospel goes out into the whole world. This week we will
pay attention to Paul’s third journey. Paul worked for a considerable time in Ephesus.
Monday, March 9
Speaking boldly about the kingdom of God
Acts 19:1-10
19 And it happened that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed through the inland country and came to Ephesus. There he found
some disciples. 2 And he said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” And they said, “No, we have not even
heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3 And he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They said, “Into John's baptism.” 4 And Paul
said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is,
Jesus.” 5 On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 And when Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy
Spirit came on them, and they began speaking in tongues and prophesying. 7 There were about twelve men in all.
8
And he entered the synagogue and for three months spoke boldly, reasoning and persuading them about the kingdom of God. 9 But
when some became stubborn and continued in unbelief, speaking evil of the Way before the congregation, he withdrew from them
and took the disciples with him, reasoning daily in the hall of Tyrannus. 10 This continued for two years, so that all the residents of
Asia heard the word of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks.

Discussion
1. Why did Paul take the road through the interior? See 18:23. Paul visited the churches in Galatia and
Phrygia, to strengthen the disciples.
2. In Ephesus Paul met some disciples. What were they lacking? They did not know about the outpouring of
the Holy Spirit. Why was this? They had heard the message of John, through the work of Apollos (see
18:24-26)
3. What was the character of the baptism by John? A call to repentance. A promise of repentance.
4. What do we learn from this passage about the connection between Christ and the Holy Spirit?
5. If John’s baptism is no longer sufficient, is the call to repent no longer necessary? (L.D. 33 and Canons of
Dort III/IV, 8)
6. Why would the Christian Church be called “The Way” in vs. 9
Sing:
Hymn 15 : 2, 3
Lunch: Acts 18 : 24 - 28
Tuesday, March 10
The word of the Lord grew in power.
Acts 19:11-20
11

And God was doing extraordinary miracles by the hands of Paul, 12 so that even handkerchiefs or aprons that had touched his skin
were carried away to the sick, and their diseases left them and the evil spirits came out of them.13 Then some of the itinerant
Jewish exorcists undertook to invoke the name of the Lord Jesus over those who had evil spirits, saying, “I adjure you by the Jesus
whom Paul proclaims.” 14 Seven sons of a Jewish high priest named Sceva were doing this. 15 But the evil spirit answered them, “Jesus
I know, and Paul I recognize, but who are you?” 16 And the man in whom was the evil spirit leaped on them, mastered all[a] of them
and overpowered them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded. 17 And this became known to all the residents of
Ephesus, both Jews and Greeks. And fear fell upon them all, and the name of the Lord Jesus was extolled. 18 Also many of those who
were now believers came, confessing and divulging their practices. 19 And a number of those who had practiced magic arts brought
their books together and burned them in the sight of all. And they counted the value of them and found it came to fifty thousand
pieces of silver. 20 So the word of the Lord continued to increase and prevail mightily.

Discussion
1. Why did God do miracles through Paul? The miracle is a sign to the Word. These healings show the power
of Christ to heal life. Do we realize the power of the name of Jesus?
2. Vs. 13 - 16. That name itself was enough the made the devils afraid. It also causes hurt to those who
misuse the name. Does our language reflect the respect of this wonderful name?
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3.

Paul often had to deal with evil spirits on his journeys (13:6; 16:16) It seems that when the gospel comes
to a new area, the devil tries to show his power as well. Who wins? Would this today be the case as
well? What do we learn from this passage about our Lord and his kingdom. How does this help us?

Sing:
Hy. 35 : 4
Lunch: Eph. 6 : 10 - 12
Wednesday, March 11
The Gospel causes a riot
Acts 19:23-41
23

About that time there arose no little disturbance concerning the Way. 24 For a man named Demetrius, a silversmith, who made
silver shrines of Artemis, brought no little business to the craftsmen. 25 These he gathered together, with the workmen in similar
trades, and said, “Men, you know that from this business we have our wealth. 26 And you see and hear that not only in Ephesus but
in almost all of Asia this Paul has persuaded and turned away a great many people, saying that gods made with hands are not
gods. 27 And there is danger not only that this trade of ours may come into disrepute but also that the temple of the great goddess
Artemis may be counted as nothing, and that she may even be deposed from her magnificence, she whom all Asia and the world
worship.”
28
When they heard this they were enraged and were crying out, “Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!” 29 So the city was filled with the
confusion, and they rushed together into the theater, dragging with them Gaius and Aristarchus, Macedonians who were
Paul's companions in travel. 30 But when Paul wished to go in among the crowd, the disciples would not let him. 31 And even some of
the Asiarchs, who were friends of his, sent to him and were urging him not to venture into the theater. 32 Now some cried out one
thing, some another, for the assembly was in confusion, and most of them did not know why they had come together. 33 Some of the
crowd prompted Alexander, whom the Jews had put forward. And Alexander, motioning with his hand, wanted to make a defense to
the crowd. 34 But when they recognized that he was a Jew, for about two hours they all cried out with one voice, “Great is Artemis of
the Ephesians!”
35
And when the town clerk had quieted the crowd, he said, “Men of Ephesus, who is there who does not know that the city of the
Ephesians is temple keeper of the great Artemis, and of the sacred stone that fell from the sky? 36 Seeing then that these things
cannot be denied, you ought to be quiet and do nothing rash. 37 For you have brought these men here who are neither sacrilegious
nor blasphemers of our goddess. 38 If therefore Demetrius and the craftsmen with him have a complaint against anyone, the courts
are open, and there are proconsuls. Let them bring charges against one another. 39 But if you seek anything further, it shall be settled
in the regular assembly. 40 For we really are in danger of being charged with rioting today, since there is no cause that we can give to
justify this commotion.” 41 And when he had said these things, he dismissed the assembly.

Discussion
1. What is the cause of this riot? What is the purpose of this riot? What is the outcome of this riot?
2. This passage shows how public opinion can be manipulated. The devil will try to use it against the church.
Do you know other examples from history? Would this be true today as well?
3. Our society is one permeated with idolatry as well. It is a source of income for many as it was for
Demetrius. What does this passage teach us in this regard?
4. What do we learn from this about the work of our Lord and how does this comfort us?
Sing:
Hy. 35 : 1
Lunch: Eph. 5 : 8 - 11
Thursday, March 12
Instructions for elders.
Acts 20:13-38
13

But going ahead to the ship, we set sail for Assos, intending to take Paul aboard there, for so he had arranged, intending himself to
go by land. 14 And when he met us at Assos, we took him on board and went to Mitylene. 15 And sailing from there we came the
following day opposite Chios; the next day we touched at Samos; and the day after that we went to Miletus. 16 For Paul had decided
to sail past Ephesus, so that he might not have to spend time in Asia, for he was hastening to be at Jerusalem, if possible, on the day
of Pentecost.
17
Now from Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called the elders of the church to come to him. 18 And when they came to him, he said to
them:
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“You yourselves know how I lived among you the whole time from the first day that I set foot in Asia, 19 serving the Lord with all
humility and with tears and with trials that happened to me through the plots of the Jews; 20 how I did not shrink from declaring to
you anything that was profitable, and teaching you in public and from house to house, 21 testifying both to Jews and to Greeks of
repentance toward God and of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 22 And now, behold, I am going to Jerusalem, constrained by the Spirit,
not knowing what will happen to me there, 23 except that the Holy Spirit testifies to me in every city that imprisonment
and afflictions await me. 24 But I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself, if only I may finish my course and the
ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God. 25 And now, behold, I know that none of you
among whom I have gone about proclaiming the kingdom will see my face again. 26 Therefore I testify to you this day that I am
innocent of the blood of all, 27 for I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole counsel of God. 28 Pay careful attention to
yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which
he obtained with his own blood 29 I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the
flock; 30 and from among your own selves will arise men speaking twisted things, to draw away the disciples after
them. 31 Therefore be alert, remembering that for three years I did not cease night or day to admonish every one with tears. 32 And
now I commend you to God and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all
those who are sanctified. 33 I coveted no one's silver or gold or apparel. 34 You yourselves know that these hands ministered to my
necessities and to those who were with me. 35 In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we must help the weak
and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’”
36
And when he had said these things, he knelt down and prayed with them all.37 And there was much weeping on the part of all; they
embraced Paul and kissed him, 38 being sorrowful most of all because of the word he had spoken, that they would not see his face
again. And they accompanied him to the ship.

Discussion
1. Paul calls for the elders of the church of Ephesus and meets them. What does he say to them?
Vs. 18 – 21; Vs. 22 – 24; Vs. 25 – 31; Vs. 32 - 35
2. What do we learn from this passage about the offices in the church?
3. What do we learn about the work of our Lord?
Sing:
Ps. 77 : 7
Lunch: Eph. 4 : 11 - 13
Friday, March 13
Ready to die for the name of the Lord Jesus.
Acts 21:7-14
7

When we had finished the voyage from Tyre, we arrived at Ptolemais, and we greeted the brothers and stayed with them for one
day. 8 On the next day we departed and came to Caesarea, and we entered the house of Philip the evangelist, who was one of the
seven, and stayed with him. 9 He had four unmarried daughters, who prophesied. 10 While we were staying for many days, a prophet
named Agabus came down from Judea. 11 And coming to us, he took Paul's belt and bound his own feet and hands and said, “Thus
says the Holy Spirit, ‘This is how the Jews at Jerusalem will bind the man who owns this belt and deliver him into the hands of the
Gentiles.’” 12 When we heard this, we and the people there urged him not to go up to Jerusalem. 13 Then Paul answered, “What are
you doing, weeping and breaking my heart? For I am ready not only to be imprisoned but even to die in Jerusalem for the name of
the Lord Jesus.” 14 And since he would not be persuaded, we ceased and said, “Let the will of the Lord be done.”

Discussion
1. Why would there be prophets in those days? Are there still today?
2. What is the message to Paul and what is Paul’s reaction?
3. Should Paul not have been more careful?
4. Paul said: “I am ready not only to be bound, but also to die in Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus."
Would we say this too? Do we remember those who are being persecuted?
5. What does this passage teach us about the kingdom of our Lord?
Sing:
Hy. 53 : 4
Lunch: Eph. 6 : 19 - 20
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RETURNED EXILES (EZRA / NEHEMIAH)
In the coming weeks we will have a closer look at the time following the return from captivity. After 70 years of
captivity the LORD allows his people to return to the land. You could call it a Second Exodus. The books of Ezra and
Nehemiah describe the historical account of this time period. Also the prophecies of Haggai and Zechariah give us
some insight in that time. Two things which stand out in this time period are: Israel’s continuity and identity. The
people who come back are the continuation of the people who used to live there. At the same time the people are
confronted with the question, “Who are we?” Now that they have their own land back again, they have to show
that they are God’s people. These two elements of continuity and identity are important elements also for us.
Monday, March 23
The LORD lets His people go home
Ezra 1:1-8
1 In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the Lord stirred up
the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom and also put it in writing:
2
“Thus says Cyrus king of Persia: The Lord, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth, and he has charged me to
build him a house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah. 3 Whoever is among you of all his people, may his God be with him, and let him go
up to Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and rebuild the house of the Lord, the God of Israel—he is the God who is in Jerusalem.4 And let
each survivor, in whatever place he sojourns, be assisted by the men of his place with silver and gold, with goods and with beasts,
besides freewill offerings for the house of God that is in Jerusalem.”
5
Then rose up the heads of the fathers' houses of Judah and Benjamin, and the priests and the Levites, everyone whose spirit God
had stirred to go up to rebuild the house of the Lord that is in Jerusalem. 6 And all who were about them aided them with vessels of
silver, with gold, with goods, with beasts, and with costly wares, besides all that was freely offered. 7 Cyrus the king also brought out
the vessels of the house of the Lord that Nebuchadnezzar had carried away from Jerusalem and placed in the house of his
gods. 8 Cyrus king of Persia brought these out in the charge of Mithredath the treasurer, who counted them out to Sheshbazzar the
prince of Judah.

Discussion
1. The people of Israel are about to go back to the Promised Land. What do we learn from this passage
about the way in which this happens?
2. What does vs. teach us about God’s use of earthly rulers? Why is this a comfort for us?
3. We know that not all people left Babylon. Why not? Was that right?
4. Note that the temple and the temple service is mentioned several times in this passage. Why is it
important that this is restored? What does this tell us about “Israel’s continuity and identity”?
5. What do we learn from this passage about God? What does this mean for us?
Sing: Ps. 126 : 1, 2
Lunch: Isaiah 45 : 1 - 4
Tuesday, March 24
First things first - rebuilding the temple
Ezra 3:3-13
3

They set the altar in its place, for fear was on them because of the peoples of the lands, and they offered burnt offerings on it to
the Lord, burnt offerings morning and evening. 4 And they kept the Feast of Booths, as it is written, and offered the daily burnt
offerings by number according to the rule, as each day required, 5 and after that the regular burnt offerings, the offerings at the new
moon and at all the appointed feasts of the Lord, and the offerings of everyone who made a freewill offering to the Lord. 6 From the
first day of the seventh month they began to offer burnt offerings to the Lord. But the foundation of the temple of the Lord was not
yet laid. 7 So they gave money to the masons and the carpenters, and food, drink, and oil to the Sidonians and the Tyrians to bring
cedar trees from Lebanon to the sea, to Joppa, according to the grant that they had from Cyrus king of Persia.
8

Now in the second year after their coming to the house of God at Jerusalem, in the second month, Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel
and Jeshua the son of Jozadak made a beginning, together with the rest of their kinsmen, the priests and the Levites and all who had
come to Jerusalem from the captivity. They appointed the Levites, from twenty years old and upward, to supervise the work of the

23

Daily Devotions, year 3, Semester 2
house of the Lord. 9 And Jeshua with his sons and his brothers, and Kadmiel and his sons, the sons of Judah, together supervised the
workmen in the house of God, along with the sons of Henadad and the Levites, their sons and brothers.
10
And when the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the Lord, the priests in their vestments came forward with trumpets,
and the Levites, the sons of Asaph, with cymbals, to praise the Lord, according to the directions of David king of Israel. 11 And they
sang responsively, praising and giving thanks to the Lord,
“For he is good,
for his steadfast love endures forever toward Israel.”
And all the people shouted with a great shout when they praised the Lord, because the foundation of the house of the Lord was
laid. 12 But many of the priests and Levites and heads of fathers' houses, old men who had seen the first house, wept with a loud
voice when they saw the foundation of this house being laid, though many shouted aloud for joy, 13 so that the people could not
distinguish the sound of the joyful shout from the sound of the people's weeping, for the people shouted with a great shout, and the
sound was heard far away.

Discussion
1. What is the first thing the Israelites do when they come back? What is the significance of this?
2. Explain the joy of the people? Why did other weep? What does this tell us about Israel’s continuity and
identity?
3. What do we learn from this passage about God? What does this mean for us?
Sing: Ps. 100 : 3, 4
Lunch: 2 Chron. 6 : 36 - 39
Wednesday, March 25
The antithesis
Ezra 4:1-6
4 Now when the adversaries of Judah and Benjamin heard that the returned exiles were building a temple to the Lord, the God of
Israel, 2 they approached Zerubbabel and the heads of fathers' houses and said to them, “Let us build with you, for we worship your
God as you do, and we have been sacrificing to him ever since the days of Esarhaddon king of Assyria who brought us here.”3 But
Zerubbabel, Jeshua, and the rest of the heads of fathers' houses in Israel said to them, “You have nothing to do with us in building a
house to our God; but we alone will build to the Lord, the God of Israel, as King Cyrus the king of Persia has commanded us.”
4
Then the people of the land discouraged the people of Judah and made them afraid to build 5 and bribed counselors against them
to frustrate their purpose, all the days of Cyrus king of Persia, even until the reign of Darius king of Persia.
6
And in the reign of Ahasuerus, in the beginning of his reign, they wrote an accusation against the inhabitants of Judah and
Jerusalem.

Discussion
1. What do the people who were living in the land ask? What is the answer of the Jews? Why? How does this
apply to us?
2. What was the result of the refusal to accept the help? What does this tell us about Israel’s continuity and
identity?
3. What do we learn from this passage about God? What does this mean for us?
Sing: Ps. 125 : 1, 2
Lunch: 2 Kings 17 : 27- 29; 40 - 41
Thursday, March 26
Help in high places
Ezra 6:13-15
13

Then, according to the word sent by Darius the king, Tattenai, the governor of the province Beyond the River, Shethar-bozenai,
and their associates did with all diligence what Darius the king had ordered. 14 And the elders of the Jews built and prospered
through the prophesying of Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo. They finished their building by decree of the God of
Israel and by decree of Cyrus and Darius and Artaxerxes king of Persia; 15 and this house was finished on the third day of the month
of Adar, in the sixth year of the reign of Darius the king.
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Ezra 6:19-22
19

On the fourteenth day of the first month, the returned exiles kept the Passover. 20 For the priests and the Levites had purified
themselves together; all of them were clean. So they slaughtered the Passover lamb for all the returned exiles, for their fellow
priests, and for themselves. 21 It was eaten by the people of Israel who had returned from exile, and also by every one who had
joined them and separated himself from the uncleanness of the peoples of the land to worship the Lord, the God of Israel. 22 And
they kept the Feast of Unleavened Bread seven days with joy, for the Lord had made them joyful and had turned the heart of the
king of Assyria to them, so that he aided them in the work of the house of God, the God of Israel.

Discussion
1. The opposition is overcome and the building can continue. What is the role of the prophets?
2. What is the first thing they do when the temple is finished? Why? What does this tell us about Israel’s
continuity and identity?
3. What do we learn from this passage about God? What does this mean for us?
Sing: Ps. 124 : 1, 3
Lunch: Haggai 1 : 12 - 15
Friday, March 27
Back to the old sins!
Ezra 9:1-6 & 10 - 15
9 After these things had been done, the officials approached me and said, “The people of Israel and the priests and the Levites have
not separated themselves from the peoples of the lands with their abominations, from the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Perizzites,
the Jebusites, the Ammonites, the Moabites, the Egyptians, and the Amorites. 2 For they have taken some of their daughters to be
wives for themselves and for their sons, so that the holy race has mixed itself with the peoples of the lands. And in this faithlessness
the hand of the officials and chief men has been foremost.” 3 As soon as I heard this, I tore my garment and my cloak and pulled hair
from my head and beard and sat appalled. 4 Then all who trembled at the words of the God of Israel, because of the faithlessness of
the returned exiles, gathered around me while I sat appalled until the evening sacrifice. 5 And at the evening sacrifice I rose from my
fasting, with my garment and my cloak torn, and fell upon my knees and spread out my hands to the Lord my God, 6 saying: “O my
God, I am ashamed and blush to lift my face to you, my God, for our iniquities have risen higher than our heads, and our guilt
has mounted up to the heavens.
10

“And now, O our God, what shall we say after this? For we have forsaken your commandments, 11 which you commanded by your
servants the prophets, saying, ‘The land that you are entering, to take possession of it, is a land impure with the impurity of the
peoples of the lands, with their abominations that have filled it from end to end with their uncleanness. 12 Therefore do not give your
daughters to their sons, neither take their daughters for your sons, and never seek their peace or prosperity, that you may be strong
and eat the good of the land and leave it for an inheritance to your children forever.’ 13 And after all that has come upon us for our
evil deeds and for our great guilt, seeing that you, our God, have punished us less than our iniquities deserved and have given us
such a remnant as this, 14 shall we break your commandments again and intermarry with the peoples who practice these
abominations? Would you not be angry with us until you consumed us, so that there should be no remnant, nor any to
escape? 15 O Lord, the God of Israel, you are just, for we are left a remnant that has escaped, as it is today. Behold, we are before you
in our guilt, for none can stand before you because of this.”

Discussion
1. Who is Ezra? When did he come?
2. What is the contents of Ezra’s prayer? Why does he pray this way? What were some of the examples of
disobedience? Why is this so serious? What does this tell us about Israel’s continuity and identity?
3. What does this teach us about ourselves? What does it teach us about repentance?
Sing: Ps. 79 : 3
Lunch: Nehemiah 13 : 23 - 27
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RETURNED EXILES - EZRA / NEHEMIAH (2)
Monday, March 30
A call to repent
Ezra 10: 7- 14
7

And a proclamation was made throughout Judah and Jerusalem to all the returned exiles that they should assemble at
Jerusalem, 8 and that if anyone did not come within three days, by order of the officials and the elders all his property should be
forfeited, and he himself banned from the congregation of the exiles.
9
Then all the men of Judah and Benjamin assembled at Jerusalem within the three days. It was the ninth month, on the twentieth
day of the month. And all the people sat in the open square before the house of God, trembling because of this matter and because
of the heavy rain. 10 And Ezra the priest stood up and said to them, “You have broken faith and married foreign women, and so
increased the guilt of Israel. 11 Now then make confession to the Lord, the God of your fathers and do his will. Separate yourselves
from the peoples of the land and from the foreign wives.” 12 Then all the assembly answered with a loud voice, “It is so; we must do
as you have said. 13 But the people are many, and it is a time of heavy rain; we cannot stand in the open. Nor is this a task for one day
or for two, for we have greatly transgressed in this matter. 14 Let our officials stand for the whole assembly. Let all in our cities who
have taken foreign wives come at appointed times, and with them the elders and judges of every city, until the fierce wrath of our
God over this matter is turned away from us.”

Discussion
1. What happens after the prayer of Ezra?
2. What happened to the foreign women? Why?
3. What does this passage teach about repentance? What do we learn about church discipline?
4. What does this tell us about Israel’s continuity and identity?
Sing: Ps. 128 : 1, 2
Lunch: Neh. 13 : 23 - 27
Tuesday, March 31
What is a city without walls?
Nehemiah 2:11-18

11
So I went to Jerusalem and was there three days. 12 Then I arose in the night, I and a few men with me. And I told no one what my
God had put into my heart to do for Jerusalem. There was no animal with me but the one on which I rode. 13 I went out by night
by the Valley Gate to the Dragon Spring and to the Dung Gate, and I inspected the walls of Jerusalem that were broken down and its
gates that had been destroyed by fire. 14 Then I went on to the Fountain Gate and to the King's Pool, but there was no room for the
animal that was under me to pass. 15 Then I went up in the night by the valley and inspected the wall, and I turned back and entered
by the Valley Gate, and so returned. 16 And the officials did not know where I had gone or what I was doing, and I had not yet told
the Jews, the priests, the nobles, the officials, and the rest who were to do the work.
17
Then I said to them, “You see the trouble we are in, how Jerusalem lies in ruins with its gates burned. Come, let us build the wall of
Jerusalem, that we may no longer suffer derision.” 18 And I told them of the hand of my God that had been upon me for good, and
also of the words that the king had spoken to me. And they said, “Let us rise up and build.” So they strengthened their hands for the
good work.

Discussion
1. Who is Nehemiah? Why did he come to Jerusalem?
2. What does he notice when he inspects the city? Why is this so serious? What is the function of walls? Why
does this city need walls?
3. How does this apply to us today? What are the “walls” of Jerusalem today?
Sing: Ps. 51 : 7
Lunch: Isaiah 54 : 10 - 12
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Wednesday, April 1
Sword and trowel in hand!
Nehemiah 4:1-9
4 Now when Sanballat heard that we were building the wall, he was angry and greatly enraged, and he jeered at the Jews. 2 And he
said in the presence of his brothers and of the army of Samaria, “What are these feeble Jews doing? Will they restore it for
themselves? Will they sacrifice? Will they finish up in a day? Will they revive the stones out of the heaps of rubbish, and burned ones
at that?” 3 Tobiah the Ammonite was beside him, and he said, “Yes, what they are building—if a fox goes up on it he will break down
their stone wall!” 4 Hear, O our God, for we are despised. Turn back their taunt on their own heads and give them up to be
plundered in a land where they are captives. 5 Do not cover their guilt, and let not their sin be blotted out from your sight, for they
have provoked you to anger in the presence of the builders.
6
So we built the wall. And all the wall was joined together to half its height, for the people had a mind to work.
7
But when Sanballat and Tobiah and the Arabs and the Ammonites and the Ashdodites heard that the repairing of the walls of
Jerusalem was going forward and that the breaches were beginning to be closed, they were very angry. 8 And they all plotted
together to come and fight against Jerusalem and to cause confusion in it. 9 And we prayed to our God and set a guard as a
protection against them day and night.

Nehemiah 4:16-20
16

From that day on, half of my servants worked on construction, and half held the spears, shields, bows, and coats of mail. And the
leaders stood behind the whole house of Judah, 17 who were building on the wall. Those who carried burdens were loaded in such a
way that each labored on the work with one hand and held his weapon with the other. 18 And each of the builders had his sword
strapped at his side while he built. The man who sounded the trumpet was beside me.19 And I said to the nobles and to the officials
and to the rest of the people, “The work is great and widely spread, and we are separated on the wall, far from one another. 20 In the
place where you hear the sound of the trumpet, rally to us there. Our God will fight for us.”

Discussion
1. Again opposition. Why? How do the people of Jerusalem respond? Why?
2. How did they people continue the building process?
3. The combination of sword and the trowel is at times used as image for church building. The sword to ward
off outside attacks, the trowel to make the church stronger from the inside out. What do you think of
this? Would this also apply to our office-bearers?
Sing: Ps. 110 : 3, 5
Lunch: Eph. 6 : 10 - 18
Thursday, April 2
The battle against injustice.
Nehemiah 5:1-13
5 Now there arose a great outcry of the people and of their wives against their Jewish brothers. 2 For there were those who said,
“With our sons and our daughters, we are many. So let us get grain, that we may eat and keep alive.”3 There were also those who
said, “We are mortgaging our fields, our vineyards, and our houses to get grain because of the famine.” 4 And there were those who
said, “We have borrowed money for the king's tax on our fields and our vineyards. 5 Now our flesh is as the flesh of our brothers, our
children are as their children. Yet we are forcing our sons and our daughters to be slaves, and some of our daughters have already
been enslaved, but it is not in our power to help it, for other men have our fields and our vineyards.”
6
I was very angry when I heard their outcry and these words. 7 I took counsel with myself, and I brought charges against the nobles
and the officials. I said to them, “You are exacting interest, each from his brother.” And I held a great assembly against them 8 and
said to them, “We, as far as we are able, have bought back our Jewish brothers who have been sold to the nations, but you even sell
your brothers that they may be sold to us!” They were silent and could not find a word to say. 9 So I said, “The thing that you are
doing is not good. Ought you not to walk in the fear of our God to prevent the taunts of the nations our enemies? 10 Moreover, I and
my brothers and my servants are lending them money and grain. Let us abandon this exacting of interest.11 Return to them this very
day their fields, their vineyards, their olive orchards, and their houses, and the percentage of money, grain, wine, and oil that you
have been exacting from them.” 12 Then they said, “We will restore these and require nothing from them. We will do as you say.”
And I called the priests and made them swear to do as they had promised. 13 I also shook out the fold of my garment and said, “So
may God shake out every man from his house and from his labor who does not keep this promise. So may he be shaken out and
emptied.” And all the assembly said “Amen” and praised the Lord. And the people did as they had promised.

27

Daily Devotions, year 3, Semester 2
Discussion
1. What is happening here? Why would Nehemiah be very angry?
2. How is the problem resolved?
3. Sometimes people are overlooked or not treated well in the church, how do we deal with this?
4. What do we learn from this passage about God and about His church? How does this apply to us?
Sing: Ps. 37 : 7, 8
Lunch: Acts 4 : 32 - 37
Friday, April 3
The sound of rejoicing in Jerusalem could be heard far away.
Nehemiah 12:27-31 & 38 - 43
27

And at the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem they sought the Levites in all their places, to bring them to Jerusalem to celebrate
the dedication with gladness, with thanksgivings and with singing, with cymbals, harps, and lyres.28 And the sons of the singers
gathered together from the district surrounding Jerusalem and from the villages of the Netophathites; 29 also from Beth-gilgal and
from the region of Geba and Azmaveth, for the singers had built for themselves villages around Jerusalem. 30 And the priests and the
Levites purified themselves, and they purified the people and the gates and the wall.
31
Then I brought the leaders of Judah up onto the wall and appointed two great choirs that gave thanks. One went to the south on
the wall to the Dung Gate.
38
The other choir of those who gave thanks went to the north, and I followed them with half of the people, on the wall, above the
Tower of the Ovens, to the Broad Wall, 39 and above the Gate of Ephraim, and by the Gate of Yeshanah, and by the Fish Gate and the
Tower of Hananel and the Tower of the Hundred, to the Sheep Gate; and they came to a halt at the Gate of the Guard. 40 So both
choirs of those who gave thanks stood in the house of God, and I and half of the officials with me; 41 and the priests Eliakim,
Maaseiah, Miniamin, Micaiah, Elioenai, Zechariah, and Hananiah, with trumpets; 42 and Maaseiah, Shemaiah, Eleazar, Uzzi,
Jehohanan, Malchijah, Elam, and Ezer. And the singers sang with Jezrahiah as their leader. 43 And they offered great sacrifices that
day and rejoiced, for God had made them rejoice with great joy; the women and children also rejoiced. And the joy of Jerusalem was
heard far away.

Discussion
1. The wall of Jerusalem is completed. We read today about the dedication. How is this done?
2. What is the meaning of this dedication?
3. Why is Israel so joyful when the walls are finished? How does this apply to us
Sing: Ps. 96 : 4, 8
Lunch: Rev. 21 : 15 - 21
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HALLOWED BE YOUR NAME
The first petition is “Hallowed be Your Name.” This week we will reflect on this petition, following the explanation
of the Catechism, Lord’s Day 49.
Monday, April 20
“Hallowed be Your Name”
Ezekiel 39:25-29
25

“Therefore thus says the Lord God: Now I will restore the fortunes of Jacob and have mercy on the whole house of Israel, and I will
be jealous for my holy name. 26 They shall forget their shame and all the treachery they have practiced against me, when they dwell
securely in their land with none to make them afraid, 27 when I have brought them back from the peoples and gathered them from
their enemies' lands, and through them have vindicated my holiness in the sight of many nations. 28 Then they shall know that I am
the Lord their God, because I sent them into exile among the nations and then assembled them into their own land. I will leave none
of them remaining among the nations anymore. 29 And I will not hide my face anymore from them, when I pour out my Spirit upon
the house of Israel, declares the Lord God.”

Discussion
1. What does the LORD say? He will hallow his own name.
2. Why will the LORD do this? What does it mean that he is zealous for his name? How does this show?
3. Who is the LORD? What does his name mean to us? How does this show?
Sing: Ps. 106 : 4, 5
Lunch: Rev. 2 : 17
Tuesday, April 21
“… rightly know you, “
Jeremiah 31:31-34
31

“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of
Judah, 32 not like the covenant that I made with their fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land
of Egypt, my covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, declares the Lord. 33 For this is the covenant that I will make with
the house of Israel after those days, declares the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be
their God, and they shall be my people. 34 And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know
the Lord,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the Lord. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I
will remember their sin no more.”

Discussion
1. What kind of a covenant will the LORD make with Israel?
2. What is wrong with the “old?”
3. What will be the character of the “new?”
4. We live in this new covenant. What does this mean?
5. What are we then praying or asking for in this petition?
Sing: Ps. 106 : 22, 23
Lunch: Rev. 3 : 5 - 6
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Wednesday, April 22
“in all you works, in which shine forth your ….”
Psalm 8
8 O Lord, our Lord,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!
You have set your glory above the heavens.
2
Out of the mouth of babies and infants,
you have established strength because of your foes,
to still the enemy and the avenger.
3
When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers,
the moon and the stars, which you have set in place,
4
what is man that you are mindful of him,
and the son of man that you care for him?
5
Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings
and crowned him with glory and honor.
6
You have given him dominion over the works of your hands;
you have put all things under his feet,
7
all sheep and oxen,
and also the beasts of the field,
8
the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea,
whatever passes along the paths of the seas.
9
O Lord, our Lord,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!

Discussion
1. What does Psalm 8 say about the name of the LORD?
2. What does this Psalm teach us about the importance of this name in our lives?
3. The Catechism says that in God’s words shine forth his perfections. What does this mean for our daily
lives, for our studies?
Sing: Ps. 145 : 5
Lunch: Rev. 3 : 12 - 13
Thursday, April 23
“and sanctify, glorify, and praise you”
Romans 11:33-36
33

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his
ways!
34
“For who has known the mind of the Lord,
or who has been his counselor?”
35
“Or who has given a gift to him
that he might be repaid?”
36
For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.

Discussion
1. What does Paul here say about the LORD?
2. In light of the chapters 9-11 what does this mean?
3. The Catechism says: we have to sanctify, glorify and praise him in all his works. What does this mean?
What if these works cause me pain? Think of Job.
Sing: Ps. 138 : 1
Lunch: Rev. 15 : 1 - 4
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Friday, April 24
“We so direct our whole life - that your name …”
Ezekiel 36:16-23
16
The word of the Lord came to me: 17 “Son of man, when the house of Israel lived in their own land, they defiled it by their ways and
their deeds. Their ways before me were like the uncleanness of a woman in her menstrual impurity.18 So I poured out my wrath upon
them for the blood that they had shed in the land, for the idols with which they had defiled it. 19 I scattered them among the nations,
and they were dispersed through the countries. In accordance with their ways and their deeds I judged them. 20 But when they came
to the nations, wherever they came, they profaned my holy name, in that people said of them, ‘These are the people of the Lord,
and yet they had to go out of his land.’ 21 But I had concern for my holy name, which the house of Israel had profaned among the
nations to which they came.
22
“Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord God: It is not for your sake, O house of Israel, that I am about to act, but
for the sake of my holy name, which you have profaned among the nations to which you came.23 And I will vindicate the holiness of
my great name, which has been profaned among the nations, and which you have profaned among them. And the nations will know
that I am the Lord, declares the Lord God, when through you I vindicate my holiness before their eyes.

Discussion
1. What does the LORD here reveal about His dealings with Israel? Why did they have to go into exile?
2. What will the LORD do?
3. Look at the end of answer 122 of the Catechism. What is the point? Do we do this? What happens if we by
our behavior, words or lifestyle give the world a cause to ridicule God?
Sing: Ps. 99 : 1, 2
Lunch: Rev. 22 : 1 - 5

31

Daily Devotions, year 3, Semester 2
DIFFERENT TONGUES
God created us with the ability to speak. This is a wonderful gift. We can express our thoughts. We can
communicate. This applies to our relationship with God as well as our relationship with others. One of the
consequences of our fall into sin, however, is that we misuse this wonderful gift of God. We can grieve and hurt
God as well our neighbours. The tongue is indeed hard to control. In the next two weeks we will deal with the use
of the tongue. This week we will look at the way Proverbs speaks about the tongue.
Monday, April 27
A faithful tongue - a lying tongue
Proverbs 6:16-21
16

There are six things that the Lord hates,
seven that are an abomination to him:
17
haughty eyes, a lying tongue,
and hands that shed innocent blood,
18
a heart that devises wicked plans,
feet that make haste to run to evil,
19
a false witness who breathes out lies,
and one who sows discord among brothers.
20
My son, keep your father's commandment,
and forsake not your mother's teaching.
21
Bind them on your heart always;
tie them around your neck.

Discussion
1. Which seven things are detestable to the LORD? Why?
2. What does this passage teach about the use of the tongue? How should we apply this?
3. What is the remedy that is offered?
Sing: Ps. 15 : 2
Lunch: Proverbs 4 : 20 - 24
Tuesday, April 28
Truthful lips - a lying tongue
Proverbs 12:17-23
17

Whoever speaks the truth gives honest evidence,
but a false witness utters deceit.
18
There is one whose rash words are like sword thrusts,
but the tongue of the wise brings healing.
19
Truthful lips endure forever,
but a lying tongue is but for a moment.
20
Deceit is in the heart of those who devise evil,
but those who plan peace have joy.
21
No ill befalls the righteous,
but the wicked are filled with trouble.
22
Lying lips are an abomination to the Lord,
but those who act faithfully are his delight.
23
A prudent man conceals knowledge,
but the heart of fools proclaims folly.

Discussion
1. This passage works with contrasts. Note the use of the word “but.” Which contrasts?
2. What does this passage teach about the use of the tongue? Give examples.
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Sing: Ps. 34 : 5
Lunch: Proverbs 21 : 20 - 23
Wednesday, April 29
A righteous tongue - a wicked tongue
Proverbs 10: 17 - 21, 31 - 32
17

Whoever heeds instruction is on the path to life,
but he who rejects reproof leads others astray.
18
The one who conceals hatred has lying lips,
and whoever utters slander is a fool.
19
When words are many, transgression is not lacking,
but whoever restrains his lips is prudent.
20
The tongue of the righteous is choice silver;
the heart of the wicked is of little worth.
21
The lips of the righteous feed many,
but fools die for lack of sense.
31

The mouth of the righteous brings forth wisdom,
but the perverse tongue will be cut off.
32
The lips of the righteous know what is acceptable,
but the mouth of the wicked, what is perverse.

Discussion
1. We see in these verses the fool and the wise contrasted. Explain and discuss these contrasts.
2. What do we learn about the use of the tongue?
Sing: Ps. 139 : 2
Lunch: Proverbs 21 : 4 - 6
Thursday, April 30
A reliable tongue - a false tongue
Proverbs 25:11-20
11

A word fitly spoken
is like apples of gold in a setting of silver.
12
Like a gold ring or an ornament of gold
is a wise reprover to a listening ear.
13
Like the cold of snow in the time of harvest
is a faithful messenger to those who send him;
he refreshes the soul of his masters.
14
Like clouds and wind without rain
is a man who boasts of a gift he does not give.
15
With patience a ruler may be persuaded,
and a soft tongue will break a bone.
16
If you have found honey, eat only enough for you,
lest you have your fill of it and vomit it.
17
Let your foot be seldom in your neighbor's house,
lest he have his fill of you and hate you.
18
A man who bears false witness against his neighbor
is like a war club, or a sword, or a sharp arrow.
19
Trusting in a treacherous man in time of trouble
is like a bad tooth or a foot that slips.
20
Whoever sings songs to a heavy heart
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is like one who takes off a garment on a cold day,
and like vinegar on soda.

Discussion
1. This passage uses the word “like” many times. It also deals with the use of the tongue. What images are
used to explain the use or misuse of the tongue?
2. What do we learn about the use of the tongue?
Sing: Ps. 12 : 1, 2
Lunch: Proverbs 25 : 23
Friday, May 1
A wise tongue - a deceitful tongue
Proverbs 15 : 1 - 4
15 A soft answer turns away wrath,
but a harsh word stirs up anger.
2
The tongue of the wise commends knowledge,
but the mouths of fools pour out folly.
3
The eyes of the Lord are in every place,
keeping watch on the evil and the good.
4
A gentle tongue is a tree of life,
but perverseness in it breaks the spirit

Discussion
1. Again a passage with contrasts. Explain the three contrasts.
2. What do we learn about the use of the tongue?
3. What is the function of vs. 3 in all this?
Sing: Ps. 71 : 13
Lunch: Proverbs 28 : 21 - 23
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YOU SHALL NOT GIVE FALSE TESTIMONY
In the ninth commandment the LORD claims our tongues. He redeems us from the bondage to the lie. We may put
our tongues in the service of the God of Truth. See Lord’s Day 43 of the Catechism.
Monday, May 4
No false testimony
Deuteronomy 17:2-7
2

“If there is found among you, within any of your towns that the Lord your God is giving you, a man or woman who does what is evil
in the sight of the Lord your God, in transgressing his covenant, 3 and has gone and served other gods and worshiped them, or the
sun or the moon or any of the host of heaven, which I have forbidden, 4 and it is told you and you hear of it, then you shall
inquire diligently, and if it is true and certain that such an abomination has been done in Israel, 5 then you shall bring out to your
gates that man or woman who has done this evil thing, and you shall stone that man or woman to death with stones. 6 On the
evidence of two witnesses or of three witnesses the one who is to die shall be put to death; a person shall not be put to death on the
evidence of one witness. 7 The hand of the witnesses shall be first against him to put him to death, and afterward the hand of all the
people. So you shall purge the evil] from your midst.

Deuteronomy 19:15-21
15
“A single witness shall not suffice against a person for any crime or for any wrong in connection with any offense that he has
committed. Only on the evidence of two witnesses or of three witnesses shall a charge be established.16 If a malicious witness arises
to accuse a person of wrongdoing, 17 then both parties to the dispute shall appear before the Lord, before the priests and the judges
who are in office in those days. 18 The judges shall inquire diligently, and if the witness is a false witness and has accused his brother
falsely, 19 then you shall do to him as he had meant to do to his brother. So you shall purge the evil from your midst. 20 And the
rest shall hear and fear, and shall never again commit any such evil among you. 21 Your eye shall not pity. It shall be life for life, eye
for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot.

Discussion
1. Both passages deal with laws in Israel regarding witnesses. What are the two laws?
2. How do these two laws show that God is the God of truth?
3. How would this apply to us?
Sing: Ps. 52 : 1, 2
Lunch: 1 Kings 21 : 8 - 19
Tuesday, May 5
Keep your tongue from evil
1 Peter 3:8-12
8

Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, and a humble mind. 9 Do not repay evil for evil or
reviling for reviling, but on the contrary, bless, for to this you were called, that you may obtain a blessing. 10 For
“Whoever desires to love life
and see good days,
let him keep his tongue from evil
and his lips from speaking deceit;
11
let him turn away from evil and do good;
let him seek peace and pursue it.
12
For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous,
and his ears are open to their prayer.
But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.”

Discussion
1. Where do we find a reference to the ninth commandment?
2. Do you also see how this is part of our whole life style? Explain
3. Why does vs. 10 start with “For”? Explain.
4. Explain vs. 12
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5.

How does speaking the truth have consequences for our relationships? Give examples.

Sing: Ps. 52 : 3, 4
Lunch: Roman 12 : 17 – 21
Wednesday, May 6
Lying has no place in the congregation filled with the Spirit
Acts 5:1-11
5 But a man named Ananias, with his wife Sapphira, sold a piece of property,2 and with his wife's knowledge he kept back for himself
some of the proceeds and brought only a part of it and laid it at the apostles' feet. 3 But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled
your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back for yourself part of the proceeds of the land? 4 While it remained unsold, did it
not remain your own? And after it was sold, was it not at your disposal? Why is it that you have contrived this deed in your heart?
You have not lied to man but to God.” 5 When Ananias heard these words, he fell down and breathed his last. And great fear came
upon all who heard of it. 6 The young men rose and wrapped him up and carried him out and buried him.
7
After an interval of about three hours his wife came in, not knowing what had happened. 8 And Peter said to her, “Tell me whether
you[a] sold the land for so much.” And she said, “Yes, for so much.” 9 But Peter said to her, “How is it that you have agreed
together to test the Spirit of the Lord? Behold, the feet of those who have buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry
you out.” 10 Immediately she fell down at his feet and breathed her last. When the young men came in they found her dead, and
they carried her out and buried her beside her husband. 11 And great fear came upon the whole church and upon all who heard of
these things.

Discussion
1. What happened to Ananias and Sapphira?
2. What did they do wrong? Why would the Lord deal with this so severely? Ananias and Sapphira lied to the
communion of saints. The Lord will not allow the lie in his congregation. Note this is soon after Pentecost,
the Spirit of truth has been poured out. The Lord protects the communion of saints against the
destructive power of the lie. See also Form for Lord’s Supper, page 596 “all liars, backbiters and
slanderers” ... “while they persist of these sins shall not partake of this food ...”.
3. How does what we read in Acts 5 apply to us?
Sing: Ps. 52 : 5, 6
Lunch: Zechariah 8 : 1 - 4
Thursday, May 7
Taming the tongue
James 3:1-12
3 Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who teach will be judged with greater
strictness. 2 For we all stumble in many ways. And if anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle
his whole body. 3 If we put bits into the mouths of horses so that they obey us, we guide their whole bodies as well. 4 Look at the
ships also: though they are so large and are driven by strong winds, they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the
pilot directs. 5 So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great things.
How great a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire! 6 And the tongue is a fire, a world of unrighteousness. The tongue is set among
our members, staining the whole body, setting on fire the entire course of life, and set on fire by hell. 7 For every kind of beast and
bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by mankind, 8 but no human being can tame the tongue. It is a
restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9 With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse people who are made in the likeness of
God.10 From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers, these things ought not to be so. 11 Does a spring pour forth
from the same opening both fresh and salt water? 12 Can a fig tree, my brothers, bear olives, or a grapevine produce figs? Neither
can a salt pond yield fresh water.

Discussion
1. We all stumble in many ways. To prove this point James gives an example. Which one?
2. What does this teach us about the use of the tongue?
3. Why do yet so easily misuse the tongue? Reflect on vs. 9 and the contradiction it highlights.
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Sing: Ps. 43 : 3
Lunch: Zechariah 8 : 14 - 18
Friday, May 8
Wholesome talk is fitting
Ephesians 4: 25-32
25

Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you speak the truth with his neighbor, for we are members one of
another. 26 Be angry and do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, 27 and give no opportunity to the devil. 28 Let the thief
no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing honest work with his own hands, so that he may have something to share with
anyone in need. 29 Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, that
it may give grace to those who hear. 30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day
of redemption. 31 Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. 32 Be
kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you.

Discussion
1. What does this passage say about the use of the tongue?
2. What reason does vs. 25 give for speaking truthfully?
3. Why would vs. 27 refer to the devil? What does it mean to give him a foothold?
4. What kind of talk should come out of our mouths?
5. Does the use of bad language bother you? Why? What can we do to help each other in fighting bad
language?
Sing: Ps.141 : 2, 7
Lunch: Matthew 12 : 35 - 37
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FLOWERS
This time of the year we see the beginning of a new season. Flowers, shrubs and trees show the greatness and
majesty of our God. The Bible speaks about flowers as well.
Monday, May 11
Israel will blossom like a lily
Hosea 14: 1 - 9
14 Return, O Israel, to the Lord your God,
for you have stumbled because of your iniquity.
2
Take with you words
and return to the Lord;
say to him,
“Take away all iniquity;
accept what is good,
and we will pay with bulls
the vows of our lips.
3
Assyria shall not save us;
we will not ride on horses;
and we will say no more, ‘Our God,’
to the work of our hands.
In you the orphan finds mercy.”
4
I will heal their apostasy;
I will love them freely,
for my anger has turned from them.
5
I will be like the dew to Israel;
he shall blossom like the lily;
he shall take root like the trees of Lebanon;
6
his shoots shall spread out;
his beauty shall be like the olive,
and his fragrance like Lebanon.
7
They shall return and dwell beneath my shadow;
they shall flourish like the grain;
they shall blossom like the vine;
their fame shall be like the wine of Lebanon.
8
O Ephraim, what have I to do with idols?
It is I who answer and look after you.
I am like an evergreen cypress;
from me comes your fruit.
9
Whoever is wise, let him understand these things;
whoever is discerning, let him know them;
for the ways of the Lord are right,
and the upright walk in them,
but transgressors stumble in them.

Discussion
1. Why should Israel return to the LORD?
2. Why does the LORD refer to the lily? What other metaphors taken from plant life do we find in this
passage?
Sing: Ps. 92 : 6, 7
Lunch: 1 Kings 7 : 25 - 26
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Tuesday, May 12
The flower of the field
Psalm 103:15-19
15

As for man, his days are like grass;
he flourishes like a flower of the field;
16
for the wind passes over it, and it is gone,
and its place knows it no more.
17
But the steadfast love of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting on those who fear him,
and his righteousness to children's children,
18
to those who keep his covenant
and remember to do his commandments.
19
The Lord has established his throne in the heavens,
and his kingdom rules over all.

Discussion
1. This passage brings out a contrast, which one?
2. How is the flower used in this passage?
3. What does this mean for us?
4. What does it mean that God’s love is everlasting? See vs. 17 and 18.
Sing: Ps. 103 : 5, 6 Lunch:
James 1:9-11
Wednesday, May 13
A lily among thorns
Song of Songs 2:1-3
2 I am a rose of Sharon,
a lily of the valleys.
He
2
As a lily among brambles,
so is my love among the young women.
She
3
As an apple tree among the trees of the forest,
so is my beloved among the young men.
With great delight I sat in his shadow,
and his fruit was sweet to my taste.

Discussion
1. Several flowers are mentioned in this passage. Which ones?
2. To understand this we also have to look at question: what is this Song about? Two children of God who
are in love with each other and express their love. Some have difficulty with seeing this in the Bible. What
do you think?
3. What does this passage say about the young lady? What does it say about the young man?
4. What does this teach us about our relationships?
5. Notice the way they communicate. They listen to each other.
Sing: Ps. 144 : 5
Lunch: Isa. 65 : 8 - 10
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Thursday, May 14
The desert will burst into bloom like a crocus
Isaiah 35:1-4
35 The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad;
the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus;
2
it shall blossom abundantly
and rejoice with joy and singing.
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.
They shall see the glory of the Lord,
the majesty of our God.
3
Strengthen the weak hands,
and make firm the feeble knees.
4
Say to those who have an anxious heart,
“Be strong; fear not!
Behold, your God
will come with vengeance,
with the recompense of God.
He will come and save you.”

Discussion
1. Which flower is mentioned in this passage? Why?
2. What is the point of this passage?
3. Why was this an encouragement for God’s people? How is it also for us?
Sing: Ps. 65 : 5
Lunch: Zechariah 10 : 8 - 12
Friday, , May 15
Cleanse me with hyssop
Leviticus 14:48-53
48
“But if the priest comes and looks, and if the disease has not spread in the house after the house was plastered, then the priest
shall pronounce the house clean, for the disease is healed. 49 And for the cleansing of the house he shall take two small birds, with
cedarwood and scarlet yarn and hyssop, 50 and shall kill one of the birds in an earthenware vessel over fresh water 51 and shall take
the cedarwood and the hyssop and the scarlet yarn, along with the live bird, and dip them in the blood of the bird that was killed
and in the fresh water and sprinkle the house seven times. 52 Thus he shall cleanse the house with the blood of the bird and with the
fresh water and with the live bird and with the cedarwood and hyssop and scarlet yarn. 53 And he shall let the live bird go out of the
city into the open country. So he shall make atonement for the house, and it shall be clean.”

Discussion
1. Where do we find a reference to a flower/plant in this passage?
2. What is the command which the LORD gives? Why?
3. Why is it so important in the Bible to be clean? How are we clean? What does this mean for us?
Sing: Ps. 51 : 3
Lunch: Heb 9 : 19 - 22
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TULIP
In the Reformed churches we speak of a flower in connection with God’s work of redemption. We use the acronym
TULIP to refer to what we confess in the Canons of Dort. This week we will look at the five parts of this “tulip”.
Keep in mind what we confess in Canons, chapter 1, art. 14 and Art. 16 of the BC.
Monday, June 1
Total depravity
Romans 3:9-12
9

What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all. For we have already charged that all, both Jews and Greeks, are under
sin, 10 as it is written:
“None is righteous, no, not one;
11
no one understands;
no one seeks for God.
12
All have turned aside; together they have become worthless;
no one does good,
not even one.”

Romans 5:12-14
12

Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all
sinned— 13 for sin indeed was in the world before the law was given, but sin is not counted where there is no law. 14 Yet death
reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was not like the transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one
who was to come.

Discussion
1. What do both passages say?
2. Why do we begin with this? Is this not negative?
3. How come we are totally depraved?
4. How does this function in our lives?
Sing: Ps. 51 : 3
Lunch: Job 15 : 14 - 16
Tuesday, June 2
Unconditional election
Deuteronomy 7:6-11
6

“For you are a people holy to the Lord your God. The Lord your God has chosen you to be a people for his treasured possession, out
of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth. 7 It was not because you were more in number than any other people that
the Lord set his love on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples, 8 but it is because the Lord loves you and is
keeping the oath that he swore to your fathers, that the Lord has brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the
house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. 9 Know therefore that the Lord your God is God, the faithful God who
keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments, to a thousand generations, 10 andrepays
to their face those who hate him, by destroying them. He will not be slack with one who hates him. He will repay him to his
face. 11 You shall therefore be careful to do the commandment and the statutes and the rules that I command you today.

Discussion
1. Where do we find a reference to election?
2. What does this passage teach about election? Why did the LORD do it? How did he do it?
3. Is election something to be proud of? How then should we react?
4. What does it mean that election is unconditional?
5. Can we be certain of our election?
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Sing: Ps. 33 : 3
Lunch: 1 Cor. 1 : 27 - 29
Wednesday, , June 3
“Limited” atonement
John 10:14-18 & 25-30
14

I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay
down my life for the sheep.16 And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, andthey will listen to my voice.
So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17 For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up
again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it
up again. This charge I have received from my Father.”
25
Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father's name bear witness about
me, 26 but you do not believe because you are not among my sheep. 27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow
me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given
them to me,[a] is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand. 30 I and the Father are one.”

Discussion
In the Preface to the Canons in the Book of Praise we use the expression “particular atonement.” I kept the word
“limited” in the heading to keep in step with the acronym. Atonement is not limited, it is particular to the elect.
1. What does the Lord say about his work in vs. 14-18, for whom will he die?
2. According to vs. 15-30 who are his sheep? So did the Lord die for all people?
3. Is that fair?
4. Why is it an insult to God’s work, if it is up to us whether we accept Christ’s work?
5. What is the first error mention in the Rejection of Errors of Chapter 2. Why do we reject this?
Sing: Hy. 25 : 7
Lunch: John 17 : 6 - 9
Thursday, , June 4
Invincible Grace
Acts 9:1-6 & 15-19

9 But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to
the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to
Jerusalem. 3 Now as he went on his way, he approached Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven shone around him.4 And falling
to the ground he heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” 5 And he said, “Who are you, Lord?” And he
said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6 But rise and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.”
15

But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and the
children of Israel. 16 For I will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” 17 So Ananias departed and entered the
house. And laying his hands on him he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road by which you came has
sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”18 And immediately something like scales fell from his
eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he rose and was baptized; 19 and taking food, he was strengthened.

Discussion
1. What do we learn about Paul in the first verses of chapter 9? Was he inclined to serve the Lord Jesus?
2. What happens on the way the Damascus? And what is the result? What does this teach us about the
grace of God?
3. What do we mean with invincible grace? Does this do away with our responsibility?
Sing: Ps. 147 : 6
Lunch: Ezekiel 36 : 26 - 27
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Friday, June 5
Perseverance of the Saints
Romans 8:31-39
1.

2.

31

What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him
up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 33 Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God
who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of
God, who indeed is interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution,
or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36 As it is written,
a.
“For your sake we are being killed all the day long;
we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.”
37
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor
angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be
able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Discussion
1. This is a well-known passage? What do we learn from it?
2. In the Canons of Dort we use two words: preserve and persevere. What do they mean and how are they
related?
3. Does the perseverance of the saints make people careless? Explain?
4. Why do we need to pray, Lead us not into temptation?
Sing: Ps. 138 : 4
Lunch: 1 Cor. 10 : 11 - 13
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TO OBEY IS BETTER THAN SACRIFICE (1 Sam 15 : 22)
The LORD requires heartfelt service. This week we will reflect on these words of the LORD. The question we have
to ask ourselves is, how do I serve the LORD?
Monday, June 8
The LORD has no need of our sacrifices
Psalm 50
A Psalm of Asaph.
50 The Mighty One, God the Lord,
speaks and summons the earth
from the rising of the sun to its setting.
2
Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty,
God shines forth.
3
Our God comes; he does not keep silence;
before him is a devouring fire,
around him a mighty tempest.
4
He calls to the heavens above
and to the earth, that he may judge his people:
5
“Gather to me my faithful ones,
who made a covenant with me by sacrifice!”
6
The heavens declare his righteousness,
for God himself is judge! Selah
7
“Hear, O my people, and I will speak;
O Israel, I will testify against you.
I am God, your God.
8
Not for your sacrifices do I rebuke you;
your burnt offerings are continually before me.
9
I will not accept a bull from your house
or goats from your folds.
10
For every beast of the forest is mine,
the cattle on a thousand hills.
11
I know all the birds of the hills,
and all that moves in the field is mine.
12
“If I were hungry, I would not tell you,
for the world and its fullness are mine.
13
Do I eat the flesh of bulls
or drink the blood of goats?
14
Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving,
and perform your vows to the Most High,
15
and call upon me in the day of trouble;
I will deliver you, and you shall glorify me.”
16
But to the wicked God says:
“What right have you to recite my statutes
or take my covenant on your lips?
17
For you hate discipline,
and you cast my words behind you.
18
If you see a thief, you are pleased with him,
and you keep company with adulterers.
19
“You give your mouth free rein for evil,
and your tongue frames deceit.
20
You sit and speak against your brother;
you slander your own mother's son.
21
These things you have done, and I have been silent;
you thought that I was one like yourself.
But now I rebuke you and lay the charge before you.
22
“Mark this, then, you who forget God,
lest I tear you apart, and there be none to deliver!
23
The one who offers thanksgiving as his sacrifice glorifies me;

44

Daily Devotions, year 3, Semester 2
to one who orders his way rightly
I will show the salvation of God!”

Discussion
1. Psalm 50 begins with a court case. Who are all involved in the court case? Why does the LORD call His
covenant people to give account?
2. What is His verdict for the wicked?
3. What kind of sacrifices does the LORD want? What do we learn from this Psalm about our service?
Sing: Ps. 50 : 7, 11
Lunch: Matthew 9 : 9 - 13
Tuesday, June 9
Be careful as you sacrifice
Psalm 50 may seem to give the impression that sacrifices are not all that important. Is that true?
Deuteronomy 12 : 1 - 14
The Lord's Chosen Place of Worship
12 “These are the statutes and rules that you shall be careful to do in the land that the Lord, the God of your fathers, has given you
to possess, all the days that you live on the earth. 2 You shall surely destroy all the places where the nations whom you shall
dispossess served their gods, on the high mountains and on the hills and under every green tree. 3 You shall tear down their altars
and dash in pieces their pillars and burn their Asherim with fire. You shall chop down the carved images of their gods and destroy
their name out of that place. 4 You shall not worship the Lord your God in that way. 5 But you shall seek the place that the Lord your
God will choose out of all your tribes to put his name and make his habitation there. There you shall go, 6 and there you shall bring
your burnt offerings and your sacrifices, your tithes and the contribution that you present, your vow offerings, your freewill
offerings, and the firstborn of your herd and of your flock. 7 And there you shall eat before the Lord your God, and you shall rejoice,
you and your households, in all that you undertake, in which the Lord your God has blessed you.
8
“You shall not do according to all that we are doing here today, everyone doing whatever is right in his own eyes, 9 for you have not
as yet come to the rest and to the inheritance that the Lord your God is giving you. 10 But when you go over the Jordan and live in the
land that the Lord your God is giving you to inherit, and when he gives you rest from all your enemies around, so that you live in
safety, 11 then to the place that the Lord your God will choose, to make his name dwell there, there you shall bring all that I
command you: your burnt offerings and your sacrifices, your tithes and the contribution that you present, and all your finest vow
offerings that you vow to the Lord. 12 And you shall rejoice before the Lord your God, you and your sons and your daughters, your
male servants and your female servants, and the Levite that is within your towns, since he has no portion or inheritance with
you. 13 Take care that you do not offer your burnt offerings at any place that you see, 14 but at the place that the Lord will choose in
one of your tribes, there you shall offer your burnt offerings, and there you shall do all that I am commanding you.

Discussion
1. What are the Israelites not allowed to do? What does Israel have to watch out for? Why? How does this
apply to us?
2. What does Deut 12 teach about the way Israel had to bring sacrifices?
3. Note the use of the word Acareful@. What does this mean? How does this apply to our lives and the way
we serve the LORD? Is it important to be careful in keeping God =s commands? Why?
4. 4
The message in Deut 12 and Psalm 50 seem to oppose each other. We know they do not. Explain
why not.
Sing: Ps. 66 : 1, 6
Lunch: Matthew 12 : 1 - 8
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Wednesday, June 10
Does the temple save?
At times Israel thought that as long as they went through the motions of sacrificing the LORD would protect them.
Jeremiah 7 : 1 - 11

7 The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: 2 “Stand in the gate of the Lord's house, and proclaim there this word, and say,
Hear the word of the Lord, all you men of Judah who enter these gates to worship the Lord. 3 Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of
Israel: Amend your ways and your deeds, and I will let you dwell in this place.4 Do not trust in these deceptive words: ‘This is the
temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord.’
5
“For if you truly amend your ways and your deeds, if you truly execute justice one with another, 6 if you do not oppress the
sojourner, the fatherless, or the widow, or shed innocent blood in this place, and if you do not go after other gods to your own
harm,7 then I will let you dwell in this place, in the land that I gave of old to your fathers forever.
8
“Behold, you trust in deceptive words to no avail. 9 Will you steal, murder, commit adultery, swear falsely, make offerings to
Baal, and go after other gods that you have not known, 10 and then come and stand before me in this house, which is called by my
name, and say, ‘We are delivered!’—only to go on doing all these abominations? 11 Has this house, which is called by my
name, become a den of robbers in your eyes? Behold, I myself have seen it, declares the Lord.

Discussion
1. The people of Jerusalem to whom Jeremiah is speaking were in difficult circumstances. In chapter 6 we
read that Jerusalem is under siege. Why did the people still think that Jerusalem would not be destroyed?
2. Why would the LORD call Adeceptive@ in vs. 4?
3. What does this passage say about sacrifices? How does it fit with our theme? What does it teach us about
our service?
Sing: Ps. 51 : 6, 7
Lunch: Jer. 7 : 12 - 15
Thursday, June 11
Is the LORD asking too much?
Micah 6 : 1 - 8
The Indictment of the Lord
6 Hear what the Lord says:
Arise, plead your case before the mountains,
and let the hills hear your voice.
2
Hear, you mountains, the indictment of the Lord,
and you enduring foundations of the earth,
for the Lord has an indictment against his people,
and he will contend with Israel.
3
“O my people, what have I done to you?
How have I wearied you? Answer me!
4
For I brought you up from the land of Egypt
and redeemed you from the house of slavery,
and I sent before you Moses,
Aaron, and Miriam.
5
O my people, remember what Balak king of Moab devised,
and what Balaam the son of Beor answered him,
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal,
that you may know the righteous acts of the Lord.”
What Does the Lord Require?
6
“With what shall I come before the Lord,
and bow myself before God on high?
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,
with calves a year old?
7
Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams,
with ten thousands of rivers of oil?
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,
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the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”
He has told you, O man, what is good;
and what does the Lord require of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God?
8

Discussion
1. Also in Micah we meet a courtroom scene. Try to describe what is happening in the court room. Who is
accused? Who is the accuser? What are the accusations?
2. Where do we find a reference to the bringing of sacrifices? Why?
3. Verses 6 and 7 seem to convey Israel=s objection, God is too demanding. No matter what we give it is not
good enough. What does the LORD require of us? What do these words mean? What does this teach us
about the way we serve the LORD?
Sing: Ps. 116 : 7, 8
Lunch: Matthew 23 : 23-24
Friday, June 12
Here I come to do your will.
Even though we do not sacrifice anymore, the call to serve the LORD from the heart remains.
Hebrews 10 : 1 - 10; 19-22
10 For since the law has but a shadow of the good things to come instead of the true form of these realities, it can never, by the
same sacrifices that are continually offered every year, make perfect those who draw near. 2 Otherwise, would they not have ceased
to be offered, since the worshipers, having once been cleansed, would no longer have any consciousness of sins? 3 But in these
sacrifices there is a reminder of sins every year. 4 For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.
5
Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said,
“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired,
but a body have you prepared for me;
6
in burnt offerings and sin offerings
you have taken no pleasure.
7
Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come to do your will, O God,
as it is written of me in the scroll of the book.’”
8
When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings”
(these are offered according to the law),9 then he added, “Behold, I have come to do your will.” He does away with the first in order
to establish the second. 10 And by that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.
19
Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, 20 by the new and living way that he
opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw
near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with
pure water.

Discussion
1. What is the main point of this passage from Hebrews?
2. Where does this passage deal with sacrifices? What do we learn from it?
3. How does Hebrews apply Psalm 40?
4. On a different note, Hebrews 10 quotes Psalm 40. Look at the use of the pronoun AI@. Who is the AI@. In
Ps. 40 and in Heb 10? What does this teach us about Christ?
5. In the past week we have looked at the way we may serve the LORD. What does it mean to you to serve
the LORD and how does this show?
Sing: Ps. 40 : 3, 4
Lunch: Mark 12 : 28 - 34
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SPECIAL WEEKS

Good Friday
Easter
Ascension
Pentecost
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THE LAMB
A few weeks ago the devotions were about our enemy. The greatest opponent of the dragon is the Lamb. The
saints are victorious in the blood of the Lamb (Rev.12:11). Coming Friday we remember the death of our Lord Jesus
Christ. Several times he is called “the Lamb of God.” We are redeemed by the blood of this Lamb. This week we will
look at some texts where this name is used.
Monday, April 6
The Lamb of God takes away the sin of the world!
John 1 : 29 -36
29

The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is
he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks before me, because he was before me.’ 31 I myself did not know him, but for
this purpose I came baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to Israel.” 32 And John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend
from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33 I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water said to me,
‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I have seen and have borne
witness that this is the Son of God.”
35
The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples, 36 and he looked at Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, the
Lamb of God!”

Discussion
1. What does John mean with the words of vs. 29?
2. What is the O.T. background of this expression?
3. How did John know this was the Lamb of God?
4. What was John telling his disciples?
Sing: Hy. 27 : 1, 2
Lunch: Rev. 5 : 6 - 10
Tuesday, April 7
Our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.
1 Corinthians 5:6-11
6

Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump? 7 Cleanse out the old leaven that you may
be a new lump, as you really are unleavened. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 8 Let us therefore celebrate the
festival, not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.
9
I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people—10 not at all meaning the sexually immoral of this world,
or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters, since then you would need to go out of the world. 11 But now I am writing to you not to
associate with anyone who bears the name of brother if he is guilty of sexual immorality or greed, or is an idolater, reviler, drunkard,
or swindler—not even to eat with such a one.

Discussion
1. Where do we find here reference to Christ as the Lamb of God?
2. How does Paul use this? See vs. 8. What is the bread of sincerity and truth?
3. What is the meaning of vs. 11? Why would the Bible say this?
Sing: Hy. 27 : 3, 4
Lunch: Rev. 7 : 9 - 10
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Wednesday, April 8
Led like a sheep to the slaughter
Acts 8:26-35
26
Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is
a desert place. 27 And he rose and went. And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the
Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28 and was returning, seated in his chariot,
and he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29 And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.” 30 So Philip ran to him and
heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31 And he said, “How can I, unless
someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32 Now the passage of the Scripture that he was reading
was this:
“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter
and like a lamb before its shearer is silent,
so he opens not his mouth.
33
In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.”
34
And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” 35 Then
Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus.

Discussion
1. Where do we find here a reference to the Lamb of God?
2. What does it mean?
3. Why is this good news?
Sing: Hy. 27 : 5, 6
Lunch: Rev. 14 : 1 - 5
Thursday, April 9
A lamb without blemish or defect.
1 Peter 1:17-21
17

And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each one's deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout
the time of your exile, 18 knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable
things such as silver or gold, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. 20 He was foreknown
before the foundation of the world but was made manifest in the last times for the sake of you 21 who through him are believers in
God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.

Discussion
1. Where do we find here a reference to the Lamb of God?
2. What did the LORD command Israel with regard to selecting a lamb? What does this passage say about
this Lamb?
3. What do the words “for your sake” mean?
4. Why is then our faith and hope in God?
Sing: Hy. 27 : 7, 8
Lunch: Rev. 19 : 6 - 8
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RESURRECTION IN N.T. LETTERS
We read in the gospel about the event of the resurrection. The apostles went out into the world as witnesses of
Christ’s resurrection. Their preaching and writing reflected this. This week we look at several passages from the
letters of the N.T. which speak of the resurrection of Christ.
Tuesday, April 14
He did not see decay.
Acts 13:32-39
32

And we bring you the good news that what God promised to the fathers,33 this he has fulfilled to us their children by raising Jesus,
as also it is written in the second Psalm,
“‘You are my Son,
today I have begotten you.’
34
And as for the fact that he raised him from the dead, no more to return to corruption, he has spoken in this way,
“‘I will give you the holy and sure blessings of David.’
35
Therefore he says also in another psalm,
“‘You will not let your Holy One see corruption.’
36
For David, after he had served the purpose of God in his own generation, fell asleep and was laid with his fathers and saw
corruption, 37 but he whom God raised up did not see corruption. 38 Let it be known to you therefore, brothers, that through this
man forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you, 39 and by him everyone who believes is freed from everything from which you could not
be freed by the law of Moses.

Discussion
1. Where do you find here a reference to the resurrection?
2. How does Paul explain this?
3. What do we learn from this about the meaning and the benefit of Christ’s resurrection?
Sing: Hy. 31 : 1
Lunch: Acts 2 : 29 - 33
Wednesday, April 15
Believe the resurrection and you will be saved
Romans 10:8-13
8

But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we
proclaim); 9 because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead,
you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. 11 For the
Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for
the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him. 13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be
saved.”

Discussion
1. What do we have to confess? What do we have to believe? Is there a connection between the two?
2. What is the result of confessing and believing?
3. What do we learn from this text about the resurrection? How does this function in our lives?
Sing: Hy. 31 : 2
Lunch: Acts 3 : 24 - 26
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Thursday, 16
Our bodies will be raised – use them well.
1 Corinthians 6 : 12 - 17
12
“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are helpful. “All things are lawful for me,” but I will not be dominated by
anything. 13 “Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for food”—and God will destroy both one and the other. The body is
not meant for sexual immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. 14 And God raised the Lord and will also raise us up by
his power. 15 Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take the members of Christ and make them
members of a prostitute? Never!16 Or do you not know that he who is joined to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For, as it is
written, “The two will become one flesh.” 17 But he who is joined to the Lord becomes one spirit with him.

Discussion
1. Where do we find a reference to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus?
2. How does Paul use this?
3. How should this function in our lives?
Sing: Hy. 36 : 1, 2
Lunch: Acts 4 : 8 - 12
Friday, April 17
An eternal glory that far outweighs todays troubles.
2 Corinthians 4 : 13 -18
13

Since we have the same spirit of faith according to what has been written, “I believed, and so I spoke,” we also believe, and so we
also speak, 14 knowing that he who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and bring us with you into his presence. 15 For it
is all for your sake, so that as grace extends to more and more people it may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.
16
So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by day. 17 For this light
momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, 18 as we look not to the things that are
seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal.

Discussion
1. Where do we find a reference to the resurrection of Christ?
2. How does Paul use it here?
3. What is the consequence? What does it mean to fix our eyes on what is unseen?
Sing: Hy. 36 : 3, 4
Lunch: Acts 5 : 29 - 32
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ASCENSION AND JOY
Ascension is not as well-known as other events of salvation. This week we look at Psalms which already allude to it,
and each time in the context of joy. Do we understand the joy that the ascension gives?
Monday, May 18
Lift up your heads
Psalm 24
24 The earth is the Lord's and the fullness thereof
the world and those who dwell therein,
2
for he has founded it upon the seas
and established it upon the rivers.
3
Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord?
And who shall stand in his holy place?
4
He who has clean hands and a pure heart,
who does not lift up his soul to what is false
and does not swear deceitfully.
5
He will receive blessing from the Lord
and righteousness from the God of his salvation.
6
Such is the generation of those who seek him,
who seek the face of the God of Jacob. Selah
7
Lift up your heads, O gates!
And be lifted up, O ancient doors,
that the King of glory may come in.
8
Who is this King of glory?
The Lord, strong and mighty,
the Lord, mighty in battle!
9
Lift up your heads, O gates!
And lift them up, O ancient doors,
that the King of glory may come in.
10
Who is this King of glory?
The Lord of hosts,
he is the King of glory! Selah

Discussion
1. Many believe that this Psalm is connected with the ark being brought into Jerusalem by David. How would
this fit with this Psalm?
2. How would this point to the ascension? As the ark was brought to Jerusalem, so the Lord Jesus ascended
into the heavenly sanctuary.
3. Why is this a reason for joy? The return of the ark is evidence of the victory of the king. What does this
teach us about the ascension of our Lord?
Sing: Ps. 24 : 5
Lunch: Matthew 21 : 4 - 9
Tuesday, May 19
Clap your hands
Psalm 47
47 Clap your hands, all peoples!
Shout to God with loud songs of joy!
2
For the Lord, the Most High, is to be feared,
a great king over all the earth.
3
He subdued peoples under us,
and nations under our feet.
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4

He chose our heritage for us,
the pride of Jacob whom he loves. Selah
5
God has gone up with a shout,
the Lord with the sound of a trumpet.
6
Sing praises to God, sing praises!
Sing praises to our King, sing praises!
7
For God is the King of all the earth;
sing praises with a psalm!
8
God reigns over the nations;
God sits on his holy throne.
9
The princes of the peoples gather
as the people of the God of Abraham.
For the shields of the earth belong to God;
he is highly exalted!

Discussion
1. In the Psalm the word “ascended” is used. Where?
2. What is the overall point of the Psalm? The King of God rules all the nations. Why is this a reason for joy?
3. How does this apply to the ascension of Christ? He ascended so that he can rule all the nations with his
Word and Spirit.
Sing: Ps. 47 : 2
Lunch: Rev. 7 : 9 - 12
Wednesday, May 20
God shall arise
Psalm 68:1 - 4 & 15 - 21
68 God shall arise, his enemies shall be scattered;
and those who hate him shall flee before him!
2
As smoke is driven away, so you shall drive them away;
as wax melts before fire,
so the wicked shall perish before God!
3
But the righteous shall be glad;
they shall exult before God;
they shall be jubilant with joy!
4
Sing to God, sing praises to his name;
lift up a song to him who rides through the deserts;
his name is the Lord;
exult before him!
15

O mountain of God, mountain of Bashan;
O many-peaked mountain, mountain of Bashan!
16
Why do you look with hatred, O many-peaked mountain,
at the mount that God desired for his abode,
yes, where the Lord will dwell forever?
17
The chariots of God are twice ten thousand,
thousands upon thousands;
the Lord is among them; Sinai is now in the sanctuary.
18
You ascended on high,
leading a host of captives in your train
and receiving gifts among men,
even among the rebellious, that the Lord God may dwell there.
19
Blessed be the Lord,
who daily bears us up;
God is our salvation. Selah
20
Our God is a God of salvation,
and to God, the Lord, belong deliverances from death.
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21

But God will strike the heads of his enemies,
the hairy crown of him who walks in his guilty ways.

Discussion
1. This Psalm is again related to the ark of the LORD coming back in victory. The enemy has been defeated
2. Where do we find a reference to the LORD going up? See vs. 17 Why is this a cause for joy?
3. What does this teach us about the ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ? He will use his power and glory to
show his victory.
Sing: Ps. 68 : 7
Lunch: Eph. 4 : 7 - 13
Thursday, May 21
Sit at my right hand
Psalm 110
110 The Lord says to my Lord:
“Sit at my right hand,
until I make your enemies your footstool.”
2
The Lord sends forth from Zion
your mighty scepter.
Rule in the midst of your enemies!
3
Your people will offer themselves freely
on the day of your power,
in holy garments;
from the womb of the morning,
the dew of your youth will be yours.
4
The Lord has sworn
and will not change his mind,
“You are a priest forever
after the order of Melchizedek.”
5
The Lord is at your right hand;
he will shatter kings on the day of his wrath.
6
He will execute judgment among the nations,
filling them with corpses;
he will shatter chiefs
over the wide earth.
7
He will drink from the brook by the way;
therefore he will lift up his head.

Discussion
1. Where do we find a reference to the ascension? Keep in mind that in the Apostles’ Creed the ascension is
followed by “sitting at God’s right hand.”
2. What does this mean in Ps. 110? Why would this be a reason for joy?
3. What does this teach us about the ascension of Christ? Why would this be a reason for joy?
Sing: Ps. 110 : 1, 2
Lunch: 1 Cor. 15 : 25 - 28
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Friday, May 22
Kiss the Son
Psalm 2
2 Why do the nations rage
and the peoples plot in vain?
2
The kings of the earth set themselves,
and the rulers take counsel together,
against the Lord and against his Anointed, saying,
3
“Let us burst their bonds apart
and cast away their cords from us.”
4
He who sits in the heavens laughs;
the Lord holds them in derision.
5
Then he will speak to them in his wrath,
and terrify them in his fury, saying,
6
“As for me, I have set my King
on Zion, my holy hill.”
7
I will tell of the decree:
The Lord said to me, “You are my Son;
today I have begotten you.
8
Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage,
and the ends of the earth your possession.
9
You shall break them with a rod of iron
and dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel.”
10
Now therefore, O kings, be wise;
be warned, O rulers of the earth.
11
Serve the Lord with fear,
and rejoice with trembling.
12
Kiss the Son,
lest he be angry, and you perish in the way,
for his wrath is quickly kindled.
Blessed are all who take refuge in him.

Discussion
1. Why does the LORD laugh? What does the LORD tell the kings? Why?
2. How does this apply to Christ? What do we learn from this?
Sing: Ps. 2 : 3
Lunch: Rev. 12 : 5 - 6
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HOLY SPIRIT AND JOY
Not only the ascension of the Lord, but also the outpouring of the Holy Spirit is a reason for joy. This week we will
concentrate on this connection.
Monday, May 25
The Holy Spirit restores the joy of salvation
Psalm 51
To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David, when Nathan the prophet went to him, after he had gone in to Bathsheba.
51 Have mercy on me, O God,
according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy
blot out my transgressions.
2
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,
and cleanse me from my sin!
3
For I know my transgressions,
and my sin is ever before me.
4
Against you, you only, have I sinned
and done what is evil in your sight,
so that you may be justified in your words
and blameless in your judgment.
5
Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity,
and in sin did my mother conceive me.
6
Behold, you delight in truth in the inward being,
and you teach me wisdom in the secret heart.
7
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.
8
Let me hear joy and gladness;
let the bones that you have broken rejoice.
9
Hide your face from my sins,
and blot out all my iniquities.
10
Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.
11
Cast me not away from your presence,
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
12
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and uphold me with a willing spirit.
13
Then I will teach transgressors your ways,
and sinners will return to you.
14
Deliver me from blood guiltiness, O God,
O God of my salvation,
and my tongue will sing aloud of your righteousness.
15
O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth will declare your praise.
16
For you will not delight in sacrifice, or I would give it;
you will not be pleased with a burnt offering.
17
The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit;
a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.
18
Do good to Zion in your good pleasure;
build up the walls of Jerusalem;
19
then will you delight in right sacrifices,
in burnt offerings and whole burnt offerings;
then bulls will be offered on your altar.

Discussion
1. This is a well-known Psalm. What is the main theme?
2. Reflect on the verses 10 - 13. What is David asking for?
3. What does this Psalm teach about the work of the Holy Spirit? Why would that be connected to joy?

57

Daily Devotions, year 3, Semester 2
4.

How should this function in our lives? See also Canons of Dort, chapter 5, articles 12 and 13.

Sing: Ps. 51 : 4, 5
Lunch Isaiah 61 : 1 - 7
Tuesday, May 26
The Kingdom of God is peace and joy in the Holy Spirit
Romans 14 : 13 -18
13

Therefore let us not pass judgment on one another any longer, but rather decide never to put a stumbling block or hindrance in
the way of a brother. 14 I know and am persuaded in the Lord Jesus that nothing is unclean in itself, but it is unclean for anyone who
thinks it unclean. 15 For if your brother is grieved by what you eat, you are no longer walking in love. By what you eat, do not destroy
the one for whom Christ died. 16 So do not let what you regard as good be spoken of as evil. 17 For the kingdom of God is not a matter
of eating and drinking but of righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 18 Whoever thus serves Christ is acceptable to God
and approved by men.

Discussion
1. Where do we find a reference to the Holy Spirit and joy? Vs.17.
2. What does this verse mean?
3. Notice it starts with “for”, meaning this is the reason for something. What?
4. How then does this joy show?
Sing: Ps. 95 : 1
Lunch: Lev. 9 : 23 - 24
Wednesday, May 27
Joy will overflow by the power of the Holy Spirit
Romans 15:7-13
7

Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.
Christ the Hope of Jews and Gentiles
8
For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God's truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to
the patriarchs, 9 and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,
“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles,
and sing to your name.”
10
And again it is said,
“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.”
11
And again,
“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,
and let all the peoples extol him.”
12
And again Isaiah says,
“The root of Jesse will come,
even he who arises to rule the Gentiles;
in him will the Gentiles hope.”
13
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.

Discussion
1. Where do we find a reference to the Holy Spirit and to joy? Vs. 13. Explain this verse. How is joy
connected to the Holy Spirit?
2. What is the point of vs. 8-9?
3. What does it mean to be joyful?
Sing: Ps. 96 : 1
Lunch: Isa 65 : 17 - 19

58

Daily Devotions, year 3, Semester 2
Thursday, May 28
The love of the Spirit increases our joy
Romans 15: 30 - 33
30

I appeal to you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to strive together with me in your prayers to God
on my behalf, 31 that I may be delivered from the unbelievers in Judea, and that my service for Jerusalem may be acceptable to the
saints, 32 so that by God's will I may come to you with joy and be refreshed in your company. 33 May the God of peace be with you all.
Amen.

Discussion
1. Where do we find a reference of the Holy Spirit and to joy?
2. What does Paul urge the brothers to do? Why? How does this apply to us?
3. What do they have to pray for? How would this increase Paul’s joy?
Sing: Ps. 97 : 1
Lunch: Jer. 31 : 7 - 12
Friday, May 29
Our Savior, full of joy through the Holy Spirit
Luke 10: 21 - 24
21

In that same hour he rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you have hidden
these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little children; yes, Father, forsuch was your gracious will.[a] 22 All
things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows who the Son is except the Father, or who the Father is except
the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.”
23
Then turning to the disciples he said privately, “Blessed are the eyes that see what you see! 24 For I tell you that many prophets and
kings desired to see what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it.”

Discussion
1. What was “that time?”
2. What would be the cause of the Lord’s joy?
3. What is the point of what he said to his Father?
4. What is true joy?
Sing: Ps. 98 : 1
Lunch: Isa. 52 : 7 - 10
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