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principalr e p o r t  f r o m  t h e

G uess what the focus of the 
school year has been so far… 

Our focus has been how thankful to God we 
are that students are filling our halls once again. The 
halls should not smell of disinfectant and floor polish 
for so long that they lose the aroma of the people 
who walk in them. Halls should be perfumed by a 
mixture of fabric softener, old running shoes, and the 
unmistakable ‘ode de garçon’ that seems to stick with 
boys on a warm fall day.  Now that we are back once 
again, we are thankful to God for the opportunity to 
inhale that fragrant blend. 

We are also thankful to our caring Father that our 
classrooms are back to being brick and mortar.  Virtual 
rooms have some advantages, and they worked well 
when we needed them. However, none of the teachers 
at Guido went into teaching with the intention of 
sitting behind a computer all day. Students too, judging 
by how warmly they greeted each other over the first 
few days, are happy to be back and in school together. 

It has been an interesting start to the year. Typically, 
students are taking four 73-minute classes in a day 
from September to the end of January. Since the 
government guidelines indicate that we should keep 
student direct and indirect contact down to around 
100 students, we have moved to having only two 
classes a day-- one class is in the morning, and the 
other class is in the afternoon. This means that twice 
the time is devoted to each class in a day. It also means 
that those classes will be finished by the beginning of 
November. Running with a condensed schedule has 
been going well, so far. Teachers are getting used to 
preparing the content for the double class. They are 
working with a variety of teaching strategies designed 
to keep things moving and interesting. I have had 
multiple students tell me that they came in expecting 
that their classes would seem to drag on, but they have 
been pleasantly surprised that this does not seem to be 
the case. 

JASON HEEMSKERK 

We are also thankful that the Lord has provided 
us with a full complement of teachers this year. We 
welcome Mrs. Jodie Hart and Mrs. Stephanie Sikma 
to the staff. They have been hired primarily to teach 
the Visual Arts classes, but they will each also be 
picking up another subject as well. Miss Adriana 
Westerhof has also joined us this year and will be 
teaching a variety of classes, but to start the year she is 
focusing on Math and Health and Phys. Ed. Mr. Mike 
Vandervelde has rejoined the teaching team at Guido, 
and he brings a lot of experience to the math classes 
he has taken on. We look forward to utilizing his gifts. 
Finally, Mrs. Melanie Heemskerk has joined as the 
latest member of the team of Educational Assistants. 
We welcome her as well, as she shifts her focus from 
elementary students to the wonderful world of helping 
young men and women in high school.

Every year we work to provide students with different 
types of courses and learning opportunities. This year 
we are piloting two new courses. The first is a course 
that is focused on leadership and peer support. The 
students who take this course will be working with 
a teacher as that teacher is teaching a different class. 
The focus of the course work will have them learn 
about communication, interpersonal relationships, 
teamwork, conflict management, and group dynamics. 
This course is meant to prepare students for possible 
leadership positions, teach them skills that help with 
working with and motivating groups, and give them a 
taste of what teaching is like. 

There will also be a shift in the typical art, music 
and drama courses that will take place in the second 
semester. Normally grade 9 students have a choice 
between taking a full credit in Drama or a half credit 
each in Art and Music. While the students taking 
the Art and Music credits during the first half of the 
year will keep this traditional schedule, the students 
in the second semester will experience something a 
little different. During the second semester we will be 
combining all three courses (Art, Drama, and Music) 
into one full credit course. This will give most grade 9 
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students a short burst of each of the art strands that 
we offer and allow them to stretch themselves in each 
of the areas. 

As the days progress and the learning curve flattens, 
we are also becoming more and more thankful that 
the Board has approved the use of Edsby as our chief 
communications platform. This app allows parents 
to easily communicate with teachers, and teachers to 
communicate with parents and students. It also gives 
us a flexible platform for distributing memos, forms, 
and other school related information. As groups and 
sports begin again, we will also be using Edsby  
Groups for pushing information to the students 
involved (and their parents) about participation 
guidelines, practice schedules, and game times. If you 
are a parent and have not yet linked yourself to the 
app, we encourage you to so that you do not miss any 
important information. 

We continue to thank the Lord for allowing us to 
be back at school. Yes, things look a little different, 
and we must contend with different opportunities. 
Regardless of how things have changed, we are 
working with staff, students, and parents to make 
sure that the school is a place where the light of God’s 
Word shines like a lamp of truth and hope. The Lord 
continues to shower us with his care and with his 
wonderful gifts. What a blessing to know that he 
knows our name and that we are safe in his arms. 

It is the first day back, and you can see the 
smiles in the shape of the students eyes!

Our focus has been how 
thankful to God we are 

that students are filling our 
halls once again. 

“EVERYTHING IN CHRIST.” <<< 3



Ioften stand amazed at some of 
the unique challenges teachers 
encounter in their work. Aside 

from the usual daily tasks of 
presenting their subject material to 
the students in an engaging manner, 
a teacher often carries a deep sense 
of concern for the teens under their 
tutelage. How do you help to make 
a student flourish in life? Teachers 
certainly are not the only ones 
to consider this question. Every 
parent shares that same thought 
and concern for their children. So, 
how can this concern be addressed 
well? How does a teacher foster an 
instructional atmosphere that ignites 
student flourishing? How do parents 
do this in their homes? 

I had the opportunity to encourage the Guido staff 
in this great responsibility as we considered these 
questions in a devotional time at the start of this new 
school year. One of the key perspectives to have is to 
value each student as unique. Each student is fearfully 
and wonderfully made, created in God’s image to 
glorify him as a unique image-bearer. One of the 
tendencies when part of a larger community is for us 
to batch all the teens together and only consider them 
as a group. When we do that, we can be blind to 
the individuality of each student. While considering 
students as part of a community is a wonderful thing 
to be aware of, we must not let that be a deterrent 

to valuing each person’s unique gifts, challenges, 
experiences, hopes, and fears. 

We can be thankful that our heavenly Father does 
not only batch or group us, but that he also knows us 
each personally and intimately. When we look at each 
student as an individual image-bearer, we must take 
the time to understand what makes them tick. How 
has God wired them, and how can we encourage 
them to flourish for the good of their neighbor 
and the glory of God? One profound way is to 
continually challenge the students to ask the “why” 
behind all that they do. In doing this, we help them 
to understand that they have a heart for something! 
When students dig deep into what they believe and 
why they believe it, this awareness will flow out into 
every area of their life. They will discover that if they 
don’t worship God in everything they do in life, they 
may be putting their trust and hope in something 
else. Each teacher has the privilege of confronting 
this hard but beautiful concept with their students in 
every class. 

The Guido staff has a wonderful privilege and 
weighty calling as they head into another year of 
Christian education at Guido, engaging daily with 
the students under their care. They need our prayers 
and support! We pray for strength, wisdom, patience, 
and perseverance for them as they seek to get to 
know their students well and to challenge them to 
consider both their subject material and some of the 
deeper questions of life each day, as they foster an 
atmosphere of flourishing in their classrooms  
at Guido.

And, if daily instruction and fostering unique 
flourishing weren’t enough, the staff are doing 
all of this important work under very different 
circumstances this year! Parents in the community 
received the August Reopening Plan prior to the 
school kickoff, but for the benefit of our greater 
supporting community, I will elaborate here on 
some of the changes for the year. I won’t provide 
too many detailed explanations though, because 

DAVE KAMPEN

boardr e p o r t  f r o m  t h e
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When we look at each student 
as an individual image-bearer, we 
must take the time to understand 

what makes them tick. 

I want grandparents and those without kids in Guido to take the 
opportunity to speak with their grandkids, nieces, or nephews in 
the school community, and ask them how their school year has been 
restructured. In summary, we have changed the semester system to 
a quadmester system for at least the first half of the year with the 
intention to return to the usual semester system come the new year, 
the Lord willing. We have students and staff wearing the required 
masks and practicing physical distancing protocols. We have sports 
teams delayed for the time being, along with assemblies and special 
events. We have planned an outdoor commencement ceremony for 
our 2020 graduates in our own Guido backyard for October 3rd. 
Through all these changes and modifications, we are so thankful 
that our staff and students could return to the halls and classrooms 
after a very looooong March Break and that Christian education can 
continue in this way. We ask that you continue to remember all the 
administration, staff, and Board in prayer as we continue to work 
with this ever-changing educational landscape. 

For this new school year, we also welcome several new faces to 
our frontline staff. In the Art Department, we welcome Jodie Hart 
and Stephanie Sikma. We are also grateful to have a returning staff 
member Mike Vandervelde teaching Math, and Adriana Westerhof 
taking on Phys.Ed. and Math instruction. Lastly, we are also  
excited to have Melanie Heemskerk join our EA team. Over the 
summer Miss Emily Weilstra took on a new role and has come back 
to us as Mrs. Alaimo. We wish her the Lord’s blessing as she begins 
married life. We are thankful for God’s provision of these new 
staff members and pray that they may quickly settle into their new 
environment and feel at home in the Guido community as they take 
up their new responsibilities.

I encourage everyone to continue in praying for the operations of 
Guido de Brès High School for this 2020/2021 school year. As Board 
we always appreciate your prayers as we seek to provide vision and 
leadership and as we encourage the staff in their daily teaching and 
leading of the students. It is our prayer that God may be glorified as 
we show the next generation what “everything in Christ” looks like. 

“Since then you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on 
things above…Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as 
working for the Lord.” (Colossians 3:1, 23)

“EVERYTHING IN CHRIST.” <<< 5
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So how can your life depend on finding a location?  
How are lives at risk if livable communities  

are not carefully planned?

I’ll admit it.The title was partly to 
catch your attention, and I reckon 
it worked since you’re reading this. 

But please keep reading, for there is 
definitely much truth to the idea that 
geographic or geospatial information 
can make the difference between 
thriving or perishing. So how can your 
life depend on finding a location? How 
are lives at risk if livable communities 
are not carefully planned? Or how 
can decisions regarding a location 
for human activities have fatal 
ramifications? And will this convince 
students to study Geography with 
more enthusiasm? Let’s find out. 

FINDING
In hunting-and-gathering communities, survival depends 
on the ability to discover the trees that are producing 
fruit, to find the freshwater river that quenches thirst, 
or to locate the caribou migration route that provides 
meat. If the supply of food or water is not found, the 
weak members of a society may fall ill and die if the 
hunters don’t improve their geographic skills.  

Most students have read Lost in the Barrens by Farley 
Mowatt, the story of Jamie and Awasin who, while 
trying to meet up with a group of hunters, get horribly 
lost and almost die in the unending barrenlands of 
Northern Manitoba. The snowstorm doesn’t help much 
either. Only by sheer providential coincidence do they 
encounter their rescuers.

Likewise, many sailors have lost their lives at sea 
when their geographic tools fail them and they are 

unable to find their destination or they run into 
unexpected reefs that do not show up on the map. 
Many mountain climbers, as they try to reach the 
top of Mount Everest, lose visibility and all sense of 
direction, either on their way up or down, never to be 
seen again. Not finding a particular location or path 
can be deadly. 

PLANNING
To a pioneer farmer, settling down on a productive 
tract of land in a suitable location might allow him to 
turn a decent living, but many of the early pioneers in 
Jamestown, the first permanent settlement in North 
America, found that the salty spray rendered the soil 
near the bay unserviceable for growing any crops, 
and as a result many of the early pioneers famished. 

If you launch your boat at Fifty Point Marina near 
Winona, you may want to plan your trip carefully 
and check the map before heading east towards 
Grimsby. If you don’t check the map, you may 
become an unsuspecting (and likely unwilling) 
participant in the Canadian Armed Forces target 
shooting practices and notice bullets whizzing past 
your head. On the map of Lake Ontario you will see 
this area of the lake marked off with dotted red lines 
(see map on following page).  

On a larger scale, city planners can save many lives 
by carefully taking countless aspects of livable 
communities into consideration. For instance, if 
factories are allowed to be built upwind from the 
downtown core of a city that is located in a valley, 
intense smog can lead to an increase in lung disease 
among the city’s population. Or if the route of a new 
road is not carefully planned, it will have more curves 
and having more curves means more accidents. 

DECISIONS
Military generals need to consider their geospatial 
situation as they plan their offensive or defensive 
strategies. For instance, the ancient city of Rome 
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was besieged many times by various, mostly unsuccessful, 
competitors. Hannibal of Carthage, Attila the Hun, and Alaric 
the Visigoth were not aware that their encampments in the 
marshy lowlands around Rome were the perfect location to 
receive numerous mosquito bites harbouring Plasmodium 
parasites which cause malaria. The Romans, however, were 
fully aware of their deadly protector and made sure that their 
enemies would be forced to encamp in the marshes. It was a 
different kind of biological warfare than what we see today. 
The deadly malaria or yellow fever that consequently broke out 
eliminated sometimes up to half of the enemy’s fighters. This 
forced the attacking armies to give up and retreat. Had they 
chosen a more elevated position, the outcome of history may 
have been very different, and many a barbarian life would have 
been spared, while having the opposite effect on the Romans. 
Still today, if you drive through Italy, you will notice that many 
towns are built on the hills, rather than in low-lying areas, in 
order to prevent malaria outbreaks.

In 1975 the Edmund Fitzgerald joined 6000 vessels that litter 
the bottom of the Great Lakes. The decision was made by the 

captain to venture out into Lake Superior during a storm with 
northwesterly winds. He thought the northern shores of the lake 
would buffer his ship from the storm. Instead of protecting his 
ship from the winds and waves, the track he chose produced 
waves reaching 25 feet in height, which the Fitzgerald 
apparently was not able to withstand. A year later Gordon 
Lightfoot wrote the song that most of us know. 

 On the internet, If you look up the one Japanese village on the 
island Aogashima, you’ll be surprised. You will ask yourself: 
“What are these people thinking? Why would they all be 
making such a bad decision?” You see, the small island also 
happens to be an active volcano. The inhabitants, though, don’t 
seem to be too worried. The last time the volcano erupted was 
235 years ago, in 1785. At that time, only half of the 300+ 
inhabitants were evacuated on time. Hopefully the current 
inhabitants will heed the warning signs of shaking, rumbling, 
shooting rocks, and billowing smoke, and evacuate on time. 

MOTIVATION
Part of my job as a teacher is to inspire students to learn. Part 
of that inspiration is helping them to see the importance of 
what they are learning. So if I tell my students that studying 
Geography will increase their chances of survival, that may 
motivate some students to work a bit harder or to listen a bit 
more carefully. Perhaps. But it will become a harder sell once 
we start learning about different rock types. At that point, a 
student may point out to me that her chances of survival are not 
increasing by her ability to tell granite from limestone. She may 
add that both of her parents have survived for decades while 
not knowing any names of rocks. 

So the prime motivation for learning about Geography has to 
be something beyond learning how to survive. The motivation 
is derived from honouring and glorifying God in the first place.  
Knowledge starts when you have that aim in mind.  We study 
Geography in the first place to honour God for the world he 
has created. And we honour God by making good decisions 
about where we live, where we drive, where we work, how we 
plan a city or a building, what food we eat, what products we 
buy, and how we deal with issues that affect citizens around 
the world. Geography helps us to make good decisions, not 
only for ourselves but also for this creation and for the benefit 
of other people, if we are ever placed in a position of making 
decisions for others. And so we can fulfil our calling as stewards 
of creation by studying Geography. 

We study Geography in the first place to honour God for the 
world he has created and to make good decisions, not only 
for ourselves, but also for this creation and for the benefit of 

the people that God places on our path.

This spot in Lake Ontario, marked on the map with dotted red lines, is 
designated as the Canadian Armed Forces’ shooting practice area.

8  >>> GUIDO GAZETTE



EMMA D’ADDAZIO

Back on March 12, none of us thought 
that would be our last day at school 
for the year, but it was. So many fun 

events that we had been planning had to 
be canceled, and we finished our school 
year from home. But now it is September 
2020–here we are back at school with a 
new Student Leadership Team and new 
event ideas to help make this school year 
rewarding and exciting. 

Our mission this year is to promote a God-centered, positive 
atmosphere both within and outside of the classroom. While 
things may look a little different this year with all the Covid 
restrictions, we are working hard to promote school spirit with 
lots of fun activities. 

The Student Leadership Team began planning the year in early 
September and had the opportunity to host an Open House for 
the new grade 9 students. We were able to give guided tours of 
Guido to help ease the students into their first day. There was 
lots of excitement in the halls as people saw old friends and 
began meeting new ones.

On Tuesday, September 15, the SLT hosted Grade 9 Fun Day 
for the afternoon on the soccer field and back patio. This was 
a chance for the grade 9 class to build new relationships and 
get to know each other better. Although we could not organize 
this day the way we usually do, we came up with some new fun 
games and it was a huge success. We hope that the grade 9 class 
will soon start to feel at home at Guido and get the most out of 
their Guido experience!

This year brings lots of uncertainty and we can only leave it in 
God’s hands, trusting that he will lead us through this year. We 
are very excited about this year and what it has to offer!

SLTr e p o r t  f r o m  t h e
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FIRST DAY BACK! 
From finding their class list for 
period 1 to catching up on what 
happened over the summer, 
students were busy on the first 
day of school.

Masks are the norm in the halls and around the 
school, and the Lord has also blessed us with 
beautiful weather at the start of the year which 
allows students to be active outside. 

BREAK TIME 
The Athletics Council 

quickly set up 
intramural sports for 
the student body to 

be active with during 
their lunch time. 
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The grade 9 outing was 
on site this year.  Beautiful 
weather and excellent planning 
helped make it an enjoyable 
day for all. 

The burgundy shirted 
SLT members 
explained the 

activities and helped 
their grade 9 peers 

get to know each 
other a little better. 

GRADE 9 OUTING 
Pictionary, obstacle courses, 

hula hoops, and a whole lot of 
water helped make the grade 9 

afternoon a memorable event 
for our newest students.

“EVERYTHING IN CHRIST.” <<< 11
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GARRET VANIPEREN

School is back in session! With thankfulness 
to our heavenly Father, we can celebrate the 
46th year of operation. What a blessing that is.

With the doors of Guido “closed” since March, one might have thought 
that nothing was happening at the school building, but that wasn’t 
actually the case. There has been some work going on behind the scenes. 
This summer a new boiler was installed in the school. The old boiler 
was on borrowed time, and we are thankful that a new one could be 
installed. We now have a new, much more efficient boiler. Mr. Morris can 
look forward eagerly to turning on the heat this year, not worrying that 
there might be some unexpected issues.

Our 2019/20 year end closed on a positive note--we had a surplus. The 
official numbers are not out this year, as we are preparing for our first 
audit, but this financial surplus has helped the school in a few different 
ways. The first way is that it has brought our financials back to balance, 
as the last few years we had been falling short on revenue and were 
continually running in our line of credit, which is costly. The second 
thing is that it made the room for financials to put that new boiler in. 
Third, it has given us some extra money to cover the extra costs due to 
COVID-19.

That brings us to this year. Our budgeted revenue is $758,706.83 for 
July and August. So far this year we received $659,711.47, which gives 
us a short fall of almost $100,000!! This is created by a large short fall in 
our donor base. We trust the Lord will provide us with our daily bread 
and provide the means to educate our covenant children. Currently we 
budget 35% of our revenues as donation and 65% tuition. Right now we 
receive only 28% in actual donation revenue and 72% tuition revenue. 
We ask that everyone, young and old, consider donating to educating the 
next generation to the praise and glory of our Father.  Any amount helps. 
If you would like to sign up for PAP please contact your local treasurer 
or email me at treasurer@guidodebres.com.

God bless you this year, and we pray for a blessed year over our children 
at Guido de Brès Christian School.

420 Crerar Drive, Hamilton, ON, L9A 5K3  
Tel. 905-574-4011 | Email. office@guidodebres.com


