EXAM SCHEDULE

JANUARY 2022

1. Exams are scheduled to take place January 24 to January 28.
2. S
 tudents are to come to school only on days when they have
an exam to write.
3. Exams start at 9:00. Buses leave school shortly after 11:00.
4. If school needs to be canceled for any day during the exam
period, all exams scheduled for that day will be written a day
later. Subsequently, all exams scheduled for the rest of the
week would also be written a day later. Postponed Friday
exams would be written on the following Monday.

MONDAY, JANUARY 24
SNC1D – Gr. 9 Academic Science
SNC1P – Gr. 9 Applied Science
BBI2O – Gr. 10 Business
CHW3M – Gr. 11 Univ./Col. History
MCF3M – Gr. 11 Mixed Math
SBI3C – Gr. 11 College Biology
SPH3U – Gr. 11 University Physics
CHY4U – Gr. 12 University History
SCH4U – Gr. 12 University Chemistry

MDM4U – Gr. 12 Data Management
SBI4U – Gr. 12 University Biology
SPH4C – Gr. 12 College Physics

THURSDAY, JANUARY 27
FSF1D – Gr. 9 Academic French
CHC2D – Gr. 10 Academic History
CHC2P – Gr. 10 Applied History
CGG3O – Gr. 11 Travel and Tourism
ENG3U – Gr. 11 University English
MHF4U – Gr. 12 Advanced Functions

TUESDAY, JANUARY 25
CGC1D – Gr. 9 Academic Geography
CGC1P – Gr. 9 Applied Geography
ENG2D – Gr. 10 Academic English
ENG3C – Gr. 11 College English
MCR3U – Gr. 11 University Math
ENG4U – Gr. 12 University English
MAP4C – Gr. 12 College Math

SCH4C – Gr. 12 College Chemistry
HZT4U – Gr. 12 Philosophy

FRIDAY, JANUARY 28
MTH1W – Gr. 9 Mathematics
SNC2D – Gr. 10 Academic Science
SNC2P – Gr. 10 Applied Science
CLU3M – Gr. 11 Law
SBI3U – Gr. 11 University Biology

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 26
ENG1D – Gr. 9 Academic English

CGW4U – Gr. 12 University World Issues
ENG4C/E – Gr. 12 College English

ENG1P – Gr. 9 Applied English
MPM2D – Gr. 10 Academic Math
MFM2P – Gr. 10 Applied Math
MBF3C – Gr. 11 College Math
SCH3U – Gr. 11 University Chemistry

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Mr. B. Knol
Mr. M. Tel
Mr. M. Krikke
Mrs. B. VanderVelde
Mrs. A. Langendoen

Chairman
Vice-Chairman
Treasurer
Corresponding Secretary
Recording Secretary

Ancaster
Mr. A. Dieleman
Attercliffe
Mr. J. Vis
Blessings
Mrs. L. Bartels
Brampton
Vacant
Burlington (Ebenezer)
Mr. B. Sipkema
Burlington (Fellowship)
Mr. B. Knol
Burlington/Waterdown (Rehoboth)
Mr. M. Krikke
Dunnville/Wainfleet
Mr. H. Kamstra
Flamborough
Mr. E. Jans
Glanbrook (Trinity)
Mr. A. Mans
Grassie (Covenant)
Mr. J. Tenhage
Grimsby
Mr. B. Ludwig
Hamilton (Cornerstone)
Mrs. T. Bos
Hamilton (Providence)
Mrs. A. Langendoen
Lincoln
Mrs. B. VanderVelde
Niagara South
Mr. J. Bartels
Smithville
Mr. C. Komdeur
Tintern (Spring Creek)
Mr. A. Knegt
Toronto (Bethel)
Mr. M. Tel

TEACHING STAFF

Mr. J. Heemskerk
Mr. P. Leistra
Mr. R. VanAndel
Mrs. E. Alaimo
Mr. G. Alkema
Mr. P. Bartels
Mrs. J. Bork (PT)
Miss B. Bultena
Mr. F. DeWit
Mrs. P. Douma (PT)
Mr. D. Dykstra (PT)
Dr. S. Foster
Mrs. J. Hart (PT)
Mrs. H. Hofsink (PT)
Mrs. S. Hofsink (PT)
Miss G. Hulleman
Mr. J. Kingma
Mr. P. Leistra
Mr. J. Lof
Mr. J. Oliver
Mr. D. Ruggi

STAFF ASSISTANTS

Mrs. M. Bosch
Miss E. Brasz
Mrs. M. Heemskerk

Principal
Vice-Principal
Vice-Principal
Mr. J. Scott
Mrs. C. Scott
Mr. D. Sikma
Mrs. S. Sikma (PT)
Miss W. Smeding
Mrs. A. Smid (PT)
Mrs. H. Timmerman (PT)
Mr. R. Tomlin
Mr. R. VanAndel
Mr. H. van Barneveld
Mr. M. VanderVelde
Mr. M. van Popta
Mrs. C. VanVeen (PT)
Mrs. R. Van Velzen
Mr. J. Versteeg
Mrs. A. VanAndel
Mr. C. Wieske
Mr. T. Wildeboer
Miss. L. Hordyk
Miss. K. Winkel
Mrs. D. Evink (PT)

LIBRARY STAFF

Mrs. J. Nobels

OFFICE STAFF

Mrs. J. Joosse (T. Th. F) Mrs. A. Tenhage (M. W. Th.)

FINANCIAL STAFF

Mrs. T. Strating
Mr. G. Van Iperen

guido de brès christian high school

“Everyt hi ng i n Chri st .”

DECEMBER 2021 ISSUE

CAN YOU
HELP ME?
from Wendy Smeding

>>> P.6

from the SLT
From Isabella K. >>> p. 9

treasurers report
from Garret VanIperen >>> P.10

Financial Administrator
Treasurer

CHIEF CUSTODIAN

Mr. W. Morris
420 Crerar Drive, Hamilton, ON, L9A 5K3
Tel. 905-574-4011 | Email. office@guidodebres.com

guidodebres.org

FOR IMPORTANT DATES AND CURRENT EVENTS
PLEASE CHECK OUT GUIDODEBRES.ORG

principal
report from the

We listen to understand so that we can express Christian
love to our neighbour, even when we feel that they are not
expressing it to others. That is the joy of community.

JASON HEEMSKERK

H

edgehogs are amazing
creatures. While not native to
North America, they are around
because people do keep them
as pets and they can be used as
emotional support animals.

If you can picture one, likely you see a small pointed
nosed creature with stubby legs, a soft white belly,
and a back full of stiff quills.
Like a lot of animals, when a hedgehog is relaxed,
they are easy to handle and fun to play with. What
is amazing about them are the unique defense
characteristics the Lord has given them to use when
they feel threatened.
The most obvious defence hedgehogs have is their
spikes. If the little critters feel threatened, they roll up
into a tight ball, heads tucked in, their back muscles
stiff and their quills pointing straight out. The Lord has
created them with the ability to form a spikey barrier
between their softer parts and the rest of the world.
What is not obvious, is that the Lord has also given
the hedgehog some natural immunity to snake venom.
Isn’t that amazing? Imagine being able to tackle
serpents head on, knowing that you have outer armour
that keeps danger at bay, and internal immunity if a
venom coated fang slips through.
Yes, hedgehogs are amazing, but, you wonder, what
does this have to do with Guido? We don’t have any
hedgehogs here, our building is full of God’s covenant
people. Agreed; and there is a certain similarity to the
defenses that the Lord has given to hedgehogs and the
armour that the Lord has given to his people. If we
read through Ephesians 6, where we are called to put
on the armour of God, the imagery is all external. We
have the belt of truth, the breastplate of righteousness,
the shield of faith, the helmet of salvation, the sword
of the word of God, and shoes that are the readiness to
use the gospel of peace.
While the armour of God uses external imagery, there
is also an internal element that comes because of all
that protection. Like hedgehogs have a certain amount
of protection from serpent venom, we have internal,
spiritual protection when we truly put on the armour
of God. We build that by holding each other up in
prayer, “at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and
supplication” (Eph.6:18) so that, with the armour of
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God, we have certain protection from the
schemes of the devil. We, like the amazing
hedgehog, have gifts from the Lord that
protect us. Yet, our protection is so much
more wonderful!
Why? When the hedgehog is threatened,
it tucks in, hides its head, and shuts
off its awareness of the outside world
as it waits out the danger – it is never
really sure if the threat has left or is still
waiting patiently. With the protection we
have, we are able to keep our heads up.
We pray so we can, “keep alert with all
perseverance, making supplication for all
the saints, … that words may be given
to (us) in opening (our) mouth(s) boldly
to proclaim the mystery of the gospel”
(Eph. 6:18-19). That is the result of the
wonderful protections that God has given
to Guido’s community. We are a body
of believers who know that the Devil is
real, we know that we are under constant
attack, and we know that we can keep
our heads up because we are wearing the
armour of the victor of this war.
Teachers work with parents to equip
that armour. Parents have entrusted
us, as teachers, to assist them in
teaching discernment in relation to the
philosophies of the world. Parents have
entrusted us, as teachers, to assist them in
equipping students with the knowledge
they need to critically question theories.
Parents have entrusted us, as teachers,
to assist them by showing students how
to use the mystery of the gospel in all
subject areas to win our neighbours for
Christ. As teachers we are challenged
to do this so that the parents in our
community are supported as they work

toward realizing the deep hope we all
have for the next generation.
What is that deep hope? It is that our
children will respond to the promises
they received. Yes, we hope that they do
well in physics, we hope that they are
physically active, and we really hope that
they are literate (we are people of the
Word, after all). None of these match our
deep hope though. Our deep hope goes
to the core of the child’s being. Our deep
hope speaks to how our children love their
Lord, how they love their neighbour, and
how they express that love in their work
– whatever the subject, task, or ability
level. What is brilliant too, is how, as we
work together to realize that deep hope,
all other hopes come into perspective. If a
child is kind to others, faithful to the Lord,
and using his/her gifts well, our deep hope
is met, regardless of the marks achieved in
any subject.
This is also a hope we share as a
community. We don’t only care about our
own child’s relationship with the Lord
and their neighbour, we care about every
child’s. It is a tie that binds us all together.
It is also why, when there are pressure
points in the school, as there have been
over the past few months, we don’t just
walk away. We don’t ‘cancel’ each other
like the world does. We build each other
up and we hold each other to account. We
listen to understand so that we can express
Christian love to our neighbour, even
when we feel that they are not expressing
it to others. That is the joy of community.

brothers and sisters in their classes. There
are times when hateful words spew out
of mouths of our sons and daughters and
damage is done (sometimes intentionally
– sometimes not). There are times when
our children’s actions make one wonder
whether the deep hope for them will
be realized. When this happens it is a
challenge for all involved, and action
needs to be taken.
So, since we share that deep hope, and
we know that we will face challenges as
we work toward realizing it, how do we
respond when challenges come? Do we
tuck in our heads, curl up into a ball and
show our spikes to the world? Thankfully
not – we’re more wonderful than
hedgehogs! We are the people of God!
When challenged we hold each other up
to the Lord in prayer and use the gospel
of peace to move confidently forward
together. That is what is so wonderful
about sharing the deep hope that we have.
Please remember the staff, students, board,
and committee members of Guido in
your prayers. We are truly in this together
and while the work is beautiful, it is not
always easy. Please hold our students
(your children and the children of your
brothers and sisters) in your prayers as
well. Pray that they will respond to the
promises given so that they can live the joy
of belonging to our God and Saviour all
the days of their life.
Thank you, once again, for all your support.

This expression of love is something that
we should be speaking with our children
about too, as they engage with their
“EVERYTHING IN CHRIST.” <<< 3

board

Let us season our words with grace and our
actions with kindness, remembering that Christ
came into the world to display His love for us
who are most unworthy of His grace.

report from the

BERT KNOL

A

sk any parent, and I am sure
they will have breathed a sigh
of relief that Guido could open
in September with in-class learning.
The previous 18 months certainly
posted some big challenges to the
teachers and administration as
they switched to on-line learning
for weeks on end. Their resilience
has been remarkable, and their
incalculable hours spent learning
new technologies and teaching
methods to allow for the best
education of the students are really
appreciated.
On behalf of the membership, I want to say a
big thank-you to all who were involved in these
efforts. Thank you for your commitment, for your
resourcefulness, and for the extra hours you applied
in those difficult and stressful circumstances.
In-class learning this year is all the more appreciated
and valued as personal interaction was so sorely
missed during the Covid induced shut-downs. The
Board of Guido continues to follow the Covid
directives and policies imposed by the Ontario
Government and local authorities in order to ensure
that our school can stay open. As an educational
institution, we try hard to balance laws and
regulations with the need for students to learn from
a Christian perspective. We are also sensitive to
ensuring that there is a pleasant atmosphere in the
school that is conducive to learning. Sometimes that
means we need to walk a fine line between seemingly
opposing viewpoints.
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As Board we have been directed by you, the
membership, to ensure that the school’s motto,
“everything in Christ” is woven through all of Guido’s
activities. We have therefore asked the administration
to support the teachers with the best and optimum
balance in ensuring education can continue, while
adhering to the everchanging Covid rules. As we
are in unprecedented times we continue to adjust
and modify as new directives are published or new
circumstances develop. Whatever your personal
opinion, we ask that you support and encourage
our staff during these difficult, and often conflicting
times, as they do their utmost to teach the students.
Let us season our words with grace and our actions
with kindness, remembering that Christ came into
the world to display His love for us who are most
unworthy of His grace. At the same time, we humbly
ask parents to discuss with their children how to show
Christian respect to the teachers, and love toward their
neighbours. Let us all be united in our effort to ensure
the education at Guido can continue, regardless of our
personal political viewpoint.
Recently the Board of directors has implemented two
formal policies. The first is in response to requests
by parents in the larger Christian community
for enrolment of their children. Guido’s by-law
7.2F addresses this with the following statement:
“Enrollment in the School is open to children or
foster children of parents and guardians who are
members of the Society. Any other enrollment is
subject to the review and approval of the Board of
Directors of the Society.” So, we have always allowed
non-member enrollment from the larger Christian
Community, subject to approval by the Board, but
there was no process in place to do this. The Board
appointed an adhoc committee to review how
other schools tackle this challenge, and study the
documentation developed by the League of Canadian
Reformed Schools Societies. This committee tabled
a draft policy to the Board which was reviewed,
modified and now adopted. This policy does not
allow for anything new in that such requests were

granted in the past. Your Board is now
better prepared with a consistent process
and clear rules to evaluate such requests.
We plan to incorporate this policy in the
Parent Handbook which is undergoing some
updating and will be published early in the
new year.
The other policy that was adopted complies
with the recent government requirement
for disclosure of immunization status by
volunteers, third-party contractors, frequent
visitors to the school, and staff. This policy
was developed by another adhoc committee
consisting of both staff and board members,
and recently adopted after discussion and
evaluation by the Board. The policy provides
alternative procedures for those who do not
wish to disclose their vaccination status. As
a Board we are sensitive to the wide range
of opinions on this topic, and we have done
our utmost to accommodate everyone with
respect for privacy, while at the same time
ensuring that Guido complies with the
government standards.
Now that in-person meetings are once again
viable we have a number of committees
which are ramping up their engagement
as well. This is true, particularly, for the
Public Relations Committee which was
severely restricted in its work when the
Guido building was closed during Covid
shutdowns. They are working on a plan of
activities to keep the supporting community
active and engaged. If you have any skills in
this sort of work, or know of someone in the
community who would be well suited, please
contact the school office and they can put
you in touch with Leslie Bartels and the rest
of the PR team.

committee is tasked with solving the imminent
challenge of overcrowding in the school
building. Based on enrollment projections
there will not be enough classrooms for the
growing student population within the next
five years. The currently overheated real
estate market is making this task difficult,
and the committee is highly challenged by
zoning restrictions on potential plots of land.
In May they pursued a great opportunity for
a neighbouring property which was offered
to us by Bethel Gospel Tabernacle on Upper
Wellington Street. After some meetings with
Hamilton municipal representatives, however,
major obstacles were uncovered which
make this option not viable. The Committee
continues to be creative in order to find a
solution which may include meeting with
other Christian educational institutions to
explore whether perhaps we can pool our
resources and optimize our shared objectives.
We go forward in faith, recognizing that
Guido de Brès Christian Highschool is a
blessing from our Heavenly Father. As it is not
‘our’ school we trust that God will provide
the best solution in His time.
It is so exciting, perhaps even remarkable,
that Guido de Brès Christian Highschool
has been able to complete nearly three
months of in-class learning already! In your
devotions, please pray that our Heavenly
Father continues to bless the students with
gifts for learning and development, grant
the staff at Guido wisdom in supporting
the operations of the school, keep everyone
healthy and safe, provide homes and families
where love and encouragement seeks the best
for the neighbour, and that all this work be
supported by a community which is engaged
and supportive.

Another Board-sub-committee which has been
very active is the “Vision Committee.” This
“EVERYTHING IN CHRIST.” <<< 5

CAN
YOU
HELP
ME?
T

he Resource Department at
Guido is buzzing with activity this
year. We have grown yet again
and now our team consists of one
full-time Resource Teacher, five fulltime Educational Assistants (EAs)
and one part-time EA. Our shelves
are overflowing with binders full of
notes from almost every subject
the school offers so we are able to
assist students with almost every
question they have about their work.
This causes most students to really
believe we know everything!
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solidify what the teacher has taught, creating study pages, scribing,
or doing oral testing. An EA keeps her own binder of work that is
being assigned to the class to be able to assist students during work
periods. An EA might assist a teacher in various tasks of planning,
giving feedback for assessment, leading small group learning, managing
behaviours, or writing short reports on a student. If there is a student in
a class who is not receiving a credit, the EA will accommodate/modify
the class work to a level that the student can achieve. They will then
assist the student in participating as much as possible to the best of
their ability and will promote that student’s abilities to allow as much
independence as possible. While the teacher is responsible for making
sure the student has met the learning goals of the course to gain a credit
and making any parental contact, the EA works with the student to
achieve those goals and gives feedback to the teacher about how much
assistance the student requires.
When an EA is working in the resource room, a number of tasks can
be carried out. Students who are learning below high school level will
be working on specific learning goals at their own pace. Some subjects
covered could include life skills, Bible/catechism work, language, math,
and other reasonable goals suggested by their parents. The student would
be pushed to the highest level he/she can achieve.

BY WENDY SMEDING

What an EA does all day depends on a number of
things - the main two being: which students are
enrolled for the year, and what their specific needs
are. Students with disabilities or exceptional needs
often require extra support to maximize their
learning. There are always students coming from
elementary schools with Individual Education Plans
(IEPs) which explain to the teachers and EAs at
Guido at what level a student is working, and what
kinds of modifications and accommodations they
need. Some years students arrive at Guido working
below the grade nine level and then programs are
made for them to work at their own pace while still
being a part of some high school classes.
The administration team and Resource teacher
together decide where EAs are placed for each
semester. If there are students who are not receiving
credits, an EA will be assigned to work with them.
All five grade nine applied core courses (English,
geography, science, math and French) have an EA
in the room. Sometimes, if there are students with
higher needs in the grade there will be an EA in the
other three courses (Phys Ed, Bible/computers, art/
music/drama) as well. EAs are also placed in some

grade 10, 11 and 12 courses to assist students there.
At times EAs are placed in academic courses if there
are students who work at that level but also have
special learning needs and receive funding from the
government. When students with different types of
disabilities (physical, developmental) are enrolled at
Guido, the resource teacher develops a specialized
program which EAs plan and carry out. These
students are typically in classrooms with their peers
for parts of the day, so an EA would attend that class
to help that student, as well as other needs that might
be there.
For students in grades 11 and 12, one period per day
is designated for an EA to work with those who may
need help with organization, homework, assignments
or studying. During that period they might also
practice for the Ontario Literacy Test if they did not
pass it in grade 10.
An EA will work with students inside the classroom
as needed, and when required, work with them in
a separate room. Their main responsibility is to
ensure that all aspects of a student’s IEP are being
implemented. This may include important details
such as working one-on-one with a student to

So, you might be wondering about a couple of the faces of those who
have benefited from the work of EAs in the resource room. We asked
several families whose child has recently completed a program here at
Guido, what the EA department has meant to them, as parents, and their
child in the four or five years their special needs child attended Guido de
Bres Christian High School. Here you can find two of the stories as they
were told to us:

STORY 1
Cullen spent 5 years at Guido and we cherish all the memories and the
relationships he gained from his time there.
Cullen was able to mainstream with his peers in at least one class per
semester. Cullen spent almost every lunch with his peers! The students
were quick to sign up to spend their lunch hour with Cullen from which
he developed very special friendships!
Cullen loved helping the staff and teachers! He adored his time with
Mr. Morris, and he loved helping Mrs. Joosse and Mrs. Tenhage with
attendance. Cullen was always excited to cheer for his siblings and so
many of the Guido sports teams and attended every game possible.
It was an exceptional experience for Cullen to attend high school
with his grade school friends and his siblings. We never took this for
granted as it was all in God’s providence and timing that the special
education program was offered to Cullen.
Cullen was blessed with amazing teachers, who he still speaks of often.
Cullen’s time at Guido was such a blessing from the Lord. We are
forever thankful for everything it meant to him

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8…
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While the teacher is responsible for making sure the student
has met the learning goals of the course to gain a credit and
making any parental contact, the EA works with the student
to achieve those goals and gives feedback to the teacher
about how much assistance the student requires.
STORY 2
When your child leaves elementary school, where you
are used to a home room teacher with whom weekly and
sometimes daily communication is needed, the high school
scene, which requires more independence, is daunting. We
were filled with anxiety about this next stage of our child’s life.
How will our child cope without a home room teacher? Who
would make sure she went to the right class, with the right
books? Who would make sure she took her homework home
and who would prepare her for tests? Who would scribe for
tests if needed? How would she know what to do and when?
Who would support her in the classroom, keeping her on task,
and simplifying things when needed?
We were so blessed by the Resource Department at Guido.
Guido has provided us with excellent care and education for
our child and all our fears quickly disappeared. She was given
support in all areas that needed support, and communication

with the department was often and easy. If a course load was
too difficult, the EA department intervened and created a way
for success to be possible. If behavior was a problem, her
EA would help her work through it and resolve things quickly.
If scribing was needed, that was done. If a test needed
simplifying, an EA would be in touch with the class teacher
and make the appropriate accommodations. If she needed
reminders for handing in assignments, that was given. If she
needed extra time for projects, time would be set aside for
this. She was given the appropriate support for her emotional
wellbeing and encouraged spiritually.
We are thankful for the capable, kind, and caring Resource
teacher and the educational assistants that this department offers.
Guido de Bres High school provides excellent and
professional education for those with special needs in our
community. And for this we are grateful.

SLT
report from the

BY ISABELLA K.

I

t has been an exciting couple of months! The
SLT wasted no time, getting right into planning
and throwing lots of fun events. There’s been
food, games, and spirit days; new activities and old
favourites. We are so thankful that we can be back
in person and enjoy each other’s fellowship.
Fallfest was held in October, which was a week full of fall fun. There was
a cafe in the gym, and outside there were a variety of games like tug of
war, donut limbo, and sack races (with garbage bags … which did not
work very well.) There was a pumpkin carving competition, a whipping
cream game where students could pie their friends, and ‘rad in plaid’, a
classic spirit day. Events like Fallfest remind us of the great blessing that
is our student body. We praise God that we were able to have a fun time
together both inside and outside the school building.

The SLT’s Mindfulness Committee returned for
another school year. This committee was started
just last year and focuses on lessening the stigma on
mental health and improving the mental wellbeing
of the student body. We re-opened the prayer room,
where we pray over the requests we receive both in
person and online. Prayer is an important part of
being a Christian, so we wanted to make it a part of
regular life within our school. We also just put up
our first prayer wall, which hosts the many prayer
requests of the students. We intentionally put it in a
high-traffic part of the hallway, so almost everyone
will see it everyday. Our goal is to encourage praying
for and with the community, and to reinforce the
importance of prayer. The SLT aims to promote a
God-centered atmosphere both inside and outside the
classroom, and the prayer room and prayer wall are
just a couple of the many ways we plan to achieve
this goal.
At the time of writing, banquet is in just a couple
of days, but by the time you read this, it will have
already happened! Everyone is looking forward to
this exciting night, and Lord willing, all went well.
Due to an unexpected turn of events, banquet was
held at Guido this year, but it was (hopefully) still
a very fun night. The banquet committee has been
working extremely hard the past couple of months,
and we are very thankful for all their hard work and
dedication.
The first months back have been very fun, and we
are thankful for the hard work of our SLT members,
the help from teachers, and the participation of
the student body. The Lord is so good, and we are
thankful that he has given us another chance to have
fun with our peers, inside and outside the classroom.
Praise God from whom all blessings flow!

While not quite as private
as a real polling station,
students were able to
have a glimpse into what
it is like to cast a vote.

STUDENT VOTE
Shortly before the election in
September, students took to the
polls as well. Led by a Grade 10
civics class, students were informed
about the various political parties, the
names of the candidates in this area,
and how the voting process works.
8 >>> GUIDO GAZETTE
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report from the

GARRET VANIPEREN

I

n God’s goodness we can see 2021
coming to a close. As we reflect on the
2020/2021 fiscal year we thank the
Lord that we closed the year with balanced
financials, meaning that our expenses did
not exceeding our revenues. However,
although we did not like that the school was
closed for in class learning last year, we did
realize a savings of over $300,000 and that
was the only reason why we were not short
that same amount of revenue within the
same time period.
We as finance are happy to report our bank balance is currently
in the black. This is due to still having some of the 2019/20
school year’s excess revenue in the account, plus we generally
have fewer expenses over the summer months. (eg. bus
contracts, subcontracts, hydro etc.) But saying that, we have,
for the last number of months fallen about $50,000 short in
revenue each month. If this keeps up, these black numbers will
soon turn to red. This shortfall will amount to over $500,000
very quickly and that is something we cannot ignore.

The students in this class were
challenged to put theory into practice
as they dissected bullfrogs. While a bit
disturbing for some, it also revealed the
intricacies of God’s creative work.

STUDENT LIFE

Treasurer

GRADE 10 SCIENCE

Students are getting ready
to make their first cuts.

We request that you help support Guido in any way you can,
if not by a monetary way, by prayer. Please pray that we can
continue to operate our God centered education, and that the
next generation hear God’s word and work with it during their
years in Guido, and also the years following. Also continue to
uphold our staff, admin, board, and local church representatives
in prayer that the Lord will continue to bless the work they do
for Guido. If you are able to donate financially, there are several
ways you can do it. Please take a moment and contact your
local treasurer (see last Gazette for your local representative) for
a PAP form, send an e-transfer to finance@guidodebres.com or
donate via the box in the back of your church.
Finally, I would like to thank Harvest Foundation for the
work they do. We had a presentation from them at our last
membership meeting again. Each year we budget $60,000 as
income from Harvest and this year we were blessed to receive
a cheque of just over $100,000! Thank you to this great
organization and thank you to all those who support them
so they can continue their work. In addition to this cheque,
Harvest is aiding a number of families with tuition for the
2021/22 school year. This year they are supporting almost
$45,000 in tuition assistance. Thank you again.
Note: For e-transfers to support Guido, please send the
password as well as the local to which you belong in a separate
email to finance@guidodebres.com

FOOD AND NUTRITION
Ms. Bultena has the pleasure
of teaching the culinary arts
this semester. Both students
and staff are able to enjoy
her student’s creations on a
weekly basis.
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While one student inspects the mouth
to pinpoint the esophagus, another
finds that the bullfrog has been
surviving on a diet of crawfish.

“EVERYTHING IN CHRIST.” <<< 11

SPORTS

SR GIRLS BASKETBALL

SR BOYS VOLLEYBALL

The highlight of our season was the game
against Smithville. It was a tight game that we
crushed in overtime! — Meah K.

The highlight of our season was the second place
finish in the Christian
schools tournament. Even
though we had a rough
start to the season, it was
very enjoyable! — Seth H.

JR BOYS VOLLEYBALL
The highlight of our season was our
win against Churchill. Though we
were knocked out of our tournament
after the first game, we still really
enjoyed the season. — Jonah H.

JR GIRLS BASKETBALL
The highlight of the girls season was placing
second in the Christian schools tournament. They
developed a lot during the season and it was
great to end on such a high note. — Coach Heemskerk
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STUDENT LIFE

SEWING CLASS

WINTER BANQUET
The Lord blessed the
students with the
opportunity to enjoy an
evening together at the
Winter Banquet. It was
wonderful to have a time
for students to dress in
their best, strengthen
friendship ties through
games and conversation,
and enjoy the delectable
cuisine prepared by
Norker Fine Foods.
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This fashionable
bunch is showing
off the pajama
pants that they
sewed. They have
also been busy
studying fashion
and working on
re-purposing
clothes they
purchased a a
thrift shop.

Intramurals
Our Athletics Council has been hard
at work setting up
intramurals. This
year they included
students being able
to show off their
soccer prowess out
behind the school.

It was worth braving
the cold for the hot
chocolate supremes
and specialty coffees
prepared by Java Bean!
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