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WHAT CAN YOU LEARN FROM

A BLACK HOLE?
B Y B A R B B U LT E N A

Considering that most physics learned in high school,
classical physics, was developed over 300 years ago,
there have been some significant recent developments
in the subject lately: the discovery of the Higgs Boson
in 2012; evidence of gravitational waves in 2017; and
the newly released first photo of a black hole.
If you are anything like me, you found
the first opportunity to search online for
this photo. It is amazing that we have the
technology to record such a thing, though
if you aren’t sure what you’re looking at,
the photo is somewhat underwhelming.
It also begs the question: who gets the
glory? Albert Einstein and Stephen
Hawking are probably two of the most
recognizable names in physics from the
last century. Einstein first predicted that
black holes existed in 1916.1 Others
added to the theory, and Hawking
provided mathematical calculations in
a way that explained their behaviour.2
When Hawking passed away in 2018, he
was praised by many for his intellect and

contributions to physics.
Each year, as an introduction to grade
11 physics, I talk about some of the
big names of the past, some of the neat
experiments still being worked on, and
some of the ways that physics applies to
such a variety of topics (such as light,
sound and electricity) and careers (like
X-Ray technician and engineering).
Physics also has applications from a
subatomic level, such as looking looking
at the quarks inside a neutron, to an
astronomical level, with planets orbiting
the sun and the event horizon around
a black hole. However, it is important
to also acknowledge our incomparable
Continued on page 4...

420 Crerar Drive, Hamilton, ON, L9A 5K3 | Tel. 905-574-4011 | Fax. 905-574-8662 | Email. office@guidodebres.com

In This Issue
Principal’s Report............................... 2
From the Board.................................. 3
Expansion Committee........................ 6
PR Committee.................................... 6
Examination Schedule........................ 8
The Court of Bess............................... 8
Gryphons Report.............................. 10
Dominican Republic......................... 11
Treasurer’s Report............................ 12

www.guidodebres.org

Principal’s Report

JASON HEEMSKERK

Why name a high
school after Guido
de Brès? I took
the opportunity to
ask that question
on the morning of
Grandparents’ Day.
I loved the universal
response that the question received…
far away stares.
The stares of people who were caught up in remembering, people
thinking back on discussions that were had almost 45 years ago,
people thinking about how they were only in their early teens at
the time. Still, the question bore fruit because during the break
a number of people came up to me, and this is, more or less, the
story that I heard.
In 1974, a year when the Leafs’ Stanley Cup drought did not seem
so severe, a dedicated group were looking to start a Canadian
Reformed secondary school. Not everyone in the area was in
favour of the idea. Some believed that the cost was going to be
too high, others felt that the distance was going to be too great,
and some were perfectly content with the schools their children
currently attended. Yet those who were in favour of the school
believed that every member of the Canadian Reformed Church
in the area wanted their own high school--they just did not
know it yet.
To build that understanding, this group invited Rev. Van Rongen,
who at the time was serving as minister at the American Reformed
Church in Grand Rapids, Michigan, to speak to the community.
Rev. Van Rongen was compelled by the idea of close ties with the
home and the church, as the optimal formula for a successful
Christian day school. The talk revolved around a theme the
reformer William Farel would preach on in Geneva: “Look well
after this child.” It stressed the importance that the Reformers
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placed on having schools where parents can count on the fact that
what they build up at home will be supported by those teaching
their children at school.
It was shortly after this speech that several people involved in
setting up the school sat down to decide on a name. Knowing the
importance the fathers of the Reformation placed in supporting
Christian schools, they began to look for names that would reflect
our Reformed heritage. “John Calvin” was already taken both in the
east of Canada as well as the west. “Guido de Brès” was a school in
the Netherlands, but no other Canadian Christian school had used
that name. The name met the criteria the fledgling society was
looking for, and in April of 1974, it was adopted for use, pending
membership approval.
Forty-five years later, our school still bears the name of the
Reformer, and it seems that it becomes more fitting every
year, especially given our current cultural climate. The Belgic
Confession, of which Guido de Brès is credited as being the
primary author, was written in a time when the Protestant church
was facing severe persecution. In a copy of the Confession that
was sent to King Philip II of Spain, de Brès wrote that part of the
purpose of the Confession was to prove to the government that
those who followed the Reformation were not rebels but law
abiding citizens who professed the true doctrine of the Christian
faith according to the Holy Scriptures. The letter also stated that
they were ready to obey the government in all lawful things, but
they would “offer their backs to stripes, their tongues to knives,
their mouths to gags, and their whole bodies to fire” rather
than deny the truth expressed in this Confession. This is strong
language, but what a wonderful reminder of how Christians are to
work with the government, because we are here “to the end that
man may serve his God” (B.C. Art XII).
Assisting parents to this end is what we are charged with at Guido.
It is what we have done since 1974 and, under the Lord’s care, we
will continue to do long into the future. It is summarized well by
the school evaluators, quoted in Dave Kampen’s report. We know
that there is truth, and we need to hold to it.
We are now very near the end of the school year. We look back
since the last edition of the Gazette and see just how many
wonderful things the Lord has placed on the paths of the teachers
and students here. We had students working for a week in the
Dominican Republic. We were blessed with the work of the
League school review team. We welcomed students from the
Netherlands into our midst for two weeks. Students performed for
the community with The Court of Bess and the Mass Band event. A
stalwart group of young men left during the purple light of dawn
to spend three days hiking the wilderness. Others went off to the
National Gallery of Canada in Ottawa, while still others braved
the stairs in old Quebec City! And amidst all this, students were
Continued on page 4...
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From the Board
D AV E K A M P E N

How would you feel if you had three
very educated and experienced parents
come into your home and live with
you for three full days and nights with
the specific purpose of observing and
assessing such things as your family
culture, vision, relationships, and
parenting style?
Add to that the fact that these three visiting individuals have been
in many homes for comparison purposes and that they will also
sit down with your children and your spouse and will be asking
very personal questions. These question will be about your
feelings for each other within the family and how your faith is
being lived out in your home. How open to this scenario would
you be? On a smaller scale, we’ve all experienced home visits
where elders are invited into our homes to discuss matters of
faith and family, but in reality that only lasts for an hour or two.
Well, what does this have to do with Guido?
The above scenario gives you a little taste of what recently
transpired as our school underwent an intense evaluation process
where three educated, experienced individuals did come and
spend three intense days at Guido to observe and assess many
different facets of our school community. They submerged
themselves in ALL aspects of the operations: they visited many
staff and students, and they asked pointed questions about the
purpose, function, and Christian culture of Guido. They sat in
classrooms and interacted with both students and parents in the
school halls and in a town hall meeting. They spent time with the
administrative team and challenged them with many questions.
And they also reviewed pages of Board and committee minutes
and parent surveys.
After all of that observing and assessing of information, the
evaluation team compiled a detailed report that they went over
extensively with the Board. This process, however “invasive” it
might have initially felt, was a wonderful opportunity to receive
important and specific feedback on how effective Guido is as a
whole in providing Reformed Christian education and also to
evaluate how our school is supported by its staff, administration,
Board, and broader community.
While it is not possible to share the contents of the entire
evaluation here, I do want to highlight some of the reflections
and observations as an encouragement for the entire school
community. Overall, the evaluation team unanimously expresses
appreciation for the Christian character and culture demonstrated

by the students that they interacted
with in the classrooms and hallways.
They commented that they have not
experienced such a positive Christian
atmosphere in any of their other
high school evaluations (of which
were many). This is much reason for
thankfulness!
We are commended for great
strengths in teaching, administration,
and management. Areas for growth
and improvement have been also identified, and the Board is
thankful for all of the input to utilize over the next number of
years as we continue to strive for excellence in all areas at Guido.
This evaluation also serves as a reminder to continue to seek
the Lord’s guidance, strength, and wisdom in what we all desire
for our school community. The report provides a summary that
directs us to a renewed vision and direction as we move forward:
The Reformed/Christian school community and Guido de
Brès Christian School in particular, conserves and passes
on the story and worldview of its tradition: its meaning,
purpose, roots, cultural anchor points, and accumulated
wisdom. In a society driven by change and wild swings
in values, the Christian school emphasizes the nonnegotiable for a meaningful life: faith in God, trust in his
Word, personal salvation in Christ, reliance on his Spirit,
commitment to family and community, a calling of service
and self-sacrifice.

Overall, the evaluation team unanimously
expresses appreciation for the Christian
character and culture demonstrated by the
students that they interacted with in the
classrooms and hallways.
This evaluation is available to all members, and if you are
interested, please call or email the school and it will be forwarded
to you. If you have any questions or need clarification on any
components of it, feel free to contact your local Board member.
As we are nearing the end of the 2018-19 school year, the Board
is thankful to the staff and admin team for their ongoing service
at Guido. There was a shortfall of one teacher this year which
increased classroom sizes in many cases, and the staff was able to
Continued on page 5...

GUIDO GAZETTE, JUNE 2019

3

“What can YOU learn from a black hole?” continued...

Creator. Our God has not only created
the earth and everything in it but also
the laws that govern physics. He set the
rules that we have discovered over many
centuries, He continues to uphold the
rules on a moment to moment basis, and
he can break those rules if he wants: he
made the sun stand still so a battle could
rage on and moved time backwards as a
sign to King Hezekiah. Our God is indeed
an awesome God.
When scientists or scientific societies
release big news in any area of study, it
can also reveal how little we know about
those topics. Black holes were predicted
over a hundred years ago and finally
we have our first photo. But there is so
much more we don’t know. Mathematical
models are often developed long after

initial predictions and evidence found
even longer after that. Yet God has
given man the intellect to theorize and
the ability to make these discoveries.
The Event Horizon telescope used to
photograph the black hole is actually
an array of telescopes which includes
one located in Antarctica.3 Scientists
are awestruck by the mysteries of the
universe. We may be awestruck by the
wonderful creation of our God. We can
use these discoveries as a reminder that
“as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are [God’s] ways higher than [our]
ways, and [God’s] thoughts than [our]
thoughts” (Isaiah 55:9).

things remain a mystery, but the
discoveries made should bring back our
sense of awe and wonder.

1. B
 lack Holes: Facts, Theory & Definition. N.
Redd (2017)
2. H
 ow Stephen Hawking Transformed Our
Understanding of Black Holes. M. Wall (2018)
3. E
 vent Horizon Telescope. (2017-2019)

So, what can we all learn from a black
hole? God has created things beyond
what we can imagine. Some of these

“Principal’s Report” continued...

As we reflect on everything that the Lord has put in our path
since the school doors opened in September, we know that
we are truly in his hands. What a wonderful God we have!

off competing in badminton, soccer, and
track and field events. Looking at a list like
this, it is a wonder there is any time left
for students to do any actual school work.
But they do, and they are supported by a
dedicated teaching staff, who are not only
willing to lead the trips, teams, and events,
but also try to be accomodating of those
who go on them.
Looking ahead to next year, the Lord
willing, we will see some new faces. Mr.
Paul Bartels has been hired to teach our
woodworking and construction classes.
This is now a full-time position, which
means that we are able to increase the
number courses that are being offered. We
have also hired Miss Emily Wielstra, who
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will be a welcome addition to the science
department. Mr. Leistra will be back from
his work developing math curriculum
at the University of Waterloo. He will
not resume his regular Vice-Principal
duties in the first semester. Rather, he
will take on a full teaching load while Mr.
Tomlin continues his work as VP until the
beginning of the second semester. While
on the topic of staff changes for next year,
Mr. Oliver will be taking a leave of absence
for the first semester so that he can pursue
some different interests for a while.
This is the last issue of the Gazette for
the year. As we reflect on everything
that the Lord has put in our path since
the school doors opened in September,

we know that we are truly in his hands.
What a wonderful God we have! To close
off the year, we hope that many of you
will join us for our closing assembly on
June 10 in the school gymnasium and
for Commencement on June 25 at the
McIntyre Centre for the Performing Arts.
Let me close by thanking the community
on behalf of the staff for the many gestures
of support that we have received over
the past year. We wish you all the Lord’s
blessing on your summer activities. Ω

“Board Report” continued...

navigate this challenge well. The makeup
of the new administrative team has also
been managed well and provided a
wonderful blessing to the school over this
past year.

activities as well. Of special note, the
drama production of The Court of Bess
was a spectacular production where a
multitude of God-given talents could be
displayed and enjoyed by many!

Next year we look forward to welcoming
Paul Leistra back again as well as several
new staff members. While Christian
education is always at the forefront of
what’s happening at Guido, it is also
amazing to see what the students and
staff are up to outside of the classrooms in
sports, the arts, and other extracurricular

As this school year comes to a close, we
continue to pray that the students may
have the strength and attention required
to complete their studies and their exams.
We also pray that the staff may have the
needed energy and wisdom to teach their
courses and encourage that the study
material is absorbed by their students.

We also remember the many volunteers
that give of their time and energy behind
the scenes at Guido to make sure that this
school operates smoothly. And lastly, we
thank the membership for their ongoing
support and prayers for our community
as a whole. May we all be humbled and
blessed by the exciting things God is
doing in our hearts and in the
classrooms, and may we always be
encouraged to live knowing we have
“Everything in Christ.” Ω

ANCHOR DAY
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EXPANSION
COMMITTEE
ADRIAN BARTELS

The Lord continues to bless Guido de
Brès Christian High School with growth.
These blessings are particularly evident
if we study the ten year enrollment
projections. Of course growth comes
with its own set of challenges and
opportunities.

WOODWORKING CLASS

The obvious challenge with growth is ensuring we have a facility
which can properly house the number of students enrolled. The
next five years or so look like the current building is sufficient;
however, the projections also illustrate the need to plan for the
subsequent years. The expansion committee has been busy
exploring the following options:
1.	Scouring the market, searching for suitable surplus schools or
properties with appropriate institutional zoning that could meet
our needs.
2.	Reaching out to our neighbor, the Teachers College, to inquire
into the possibility of purchasing their property/facility.
3.	Looking into the possibility of adding additional classrooms to
our current building to gain a few extra years of use from it.
While schools do come on the market from time to time, nothing
has become available yet that is suitable or has the potential to be
suitable and is worth acting upon. Our search continues, and we
appreciate the ideas and suggestions that have also come from the
community. If something does come up, there is a chance that we
will need to be able to act quickly.

FROM THE
PR COMMITTEE

We have also reached out to the Teachers College, and we thank
them for considering our situation; however, they are not currently
in a position to consider making such a move, and so we need to
keep looking at other options.

Be part of an active and vibrant
community of supporters!! Sign
up today on the school website
and join the Guido Alumni
Association.

The third option currently has our attention. We are looking into
ways of adding more capacity to the school. There are a number
of options we are exploring in this regard, and we hope that if
we can gain ourselves a few more years through some renovation/
addition work, perhaps this will give us adequate time to satisfy
either option 1 or option 2 for a longer term solution.
We are thankful to the Lord for his abundant blessings, and we
trust that in his time, he will give us the facilities we need to
continue to educate his covenant children in the fear and honor of
his holy Name. Ω

These folks read the latest e-newsletter sent out this
Spring and requested their free mug from Guido PR,
designed by featured alumnus Ben Nobels. Thanks
Ben! Sign up and stay tuned for more opportunities
this one!
WWW.PROMOTION@GUIDODEBRES.COM
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Examination Schedule JUNE 2019
1. E xams are scheduled to take place from
June 17, 2019 to June 21, 2019.
2. S
 tudents are to come to school only on
days when they have an exam to write.

THURSDAY, JUNE 20

ENG3U – GR. 11 UNIVERSITY ENGLISH

FSF1D – GR. 9 ACADEMIC FRENCH
MFM2P – GR. 10 APPLIED MATH

TUESDAY, JUNE 18

SBI3U – GR. 11 UNIVERSITY BIOLOGY

3. E xams will start at 9:00 and end at
11:00. Buses will then leave school
around 11:05.

ENG1D – GR. 9 ACADEMIC ENGLISH

CGF3M – GR. 11 MIXED GEOGRAPHY

ENG2D – GR. 10 ACADEMIC ENGLISH

MBF3C – GR. 11 COLLEGE MATH

FSF1O – GR. 9 APPLIED FRENCH

SBI3C – GR. 11 COLLEGE BIOLOGY

4. If school needs to be canceled for any
day during the exam period, all exams
scheduled for that day will be written
a day later. Subsequently, all exams
scheduled for the rest of the week would
also be written a day later. Postponed
Friday exams would be written on the
following Monday.

SCH3U – GR. 11 UNIVERSITY CHEMISTRY

MCV4U – GR. 12 CALCULUS

CGG3O – GR. 11 OPEN GEOGRAPHY

CHY4C – GR. 12 COLLEGE HISTORY

MONDAY, JUNE 17
SNC1P – GR. 9 APPLIED SCIENCE
SNC1D – GR. 9 ACADEMIC SCIENCE
CHC2D – GR. 10 ACADEMIC HISTORY
SNC2P – GR. 10 APPLIED SCIENCE
CLU3M – GR. 11 MIXED LAW
BDP3O – GR. 11 ENTREPRENEURSHIP
MDM4U – GR. 12 DATA MANAGEMENT

FUTURE CAREER DAY
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SBI4U – GR. 12 UNIVERSITY BIOLOGY
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ENG4U – GR. 12 UNIVERSITY ENGLISH
ENG4C – GR. 12 COLLEGE ENGLISH

FRIDAY, JUNE 21
CGC1D – GR. 9 ACADEMIC GEOGRAPHY

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 19

MPM2D – GR. 10 ACADEMIC MATH

MPM1D – GR. 9 ACADEMIC MATH

CHW3M – GR. 11 MIXED HISTORY

MFM1P – GR. 9 APPLIED MATH

CHY4U – GR. 12 UNIVERSITY HISTORY

BBI2O – GR. 10 BUSINESS

SPH4U – GR. 12 UNIVERSITY PHYSICS

ENG3C – GR. 11 COLLEGE ENGLISH

MAP4C – GR. 12 COLLEGE MATH

MCR3U – GR. 11 UNIVERSITY MATH

CGW4C – GR. 12 COLLEGE GEOGRAPHY

MCF3M – GR. 11 MIXED MATH
CHT3O – GR. 11 OPEN HISTORY
HZT4U – GR. 12 UNIVERSITY PHILOSOPHY
FSF4U – GR. 12 FRENCH
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REPORT:

TRACK AND FIELD TEAM WIN

A swoosh of a basketball going through
the hoop, the clap of the hockey stick
sending a puck into the back of the net,
the bang of a gun to signal the start of
a race, the roar of the crowd when the
soccer ball flies past the goalkeeper.
These are just some of the familiar
sounds our students experience when
they don a Gryphon jersey to represent
Guido de Brès Christian High School.
“I’m impressed with your team’s work ethic and character,” states
one coach. “What do you feed your athletes – they are all giants,”
declares another coach. “Your gym is great – how do you keep
it up?” questions a third. Disciplined athletes who display good
sportsmanship and are respectful of property, each other, and
their opponents: those are the reasons that make you say, “Yes!
High school sports are an integral part of equipping our youth for
Christ’s kingdom.”
We have such dedicated coaches that are willing to invest the time
to train these young men and women and set themselves as role
models. Whether it is in volleyball, basketball, soccer, or track &
field, badminton, hockey, cross-country or softball, each athlete
can be proud to be a Gryphon, but even more importantly, proud
of being able to represent a school where our students are striving
to serve their Lord and Maker. Ω

BADMINTON SOSSA

BOYS SOCCER

GIRLS SOCCER
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Mr. D. Kampen...........................................Chairman
Mr. M. Tel............................................ Vice-Chairman
Mr. A. Chong................................................Treasurer
Mr. A. Bartels.......................Corresponding Secretary
Mrs. A. Langendoen....................Recording Secretary
Ancaster............................................... Mr A. Bartels
Attercliffe........................................Mr. H. Van Iperen
Blessings.............................................. Mr. M. Krikke
Brampton............................................ Mr. P. Widmer
Burlington (Ebenezer)........................ Mr. D. Kampen
Burlington (Fellowship).................................. Vacant
Burlington/Waterdown (Rehoboth).........Mr. A. Chong
Dunnville/Wainfleet..................................Mr. H. Kelly
Flamborough........................................ Mrs. S. Boyko
Glanbrook (Trinity)............................. Mr. G. Buikema
Grassie (Covenant)...............................Mr. B. Ludwig
Hamilton (Cornerstone)............... Mr. T. VanderWoude
Hamilton (Providence)................Mrs. A. Langendoen
Lincoln........................................Mrs. B. VanderVelde
Smithville................................................... Mr. J. Bos
Tintern (Spring Creek).............................Mr. A. Knegt
Toronto (Bethel)..........................................Mr. M. Tel

Teaching Staff
Mr. J. Heemskerk......................................... Principal
Mr. R. Tomlin........................................Vice-Principal
Mr. R. VanAndel....................................Vice-Principal
Mr. G. Alkema
Mrs. J. Bork (part-time)
Miss B. Bultena
Mr. F. DeWit
Mrs. P. Douma (part-time)
Mr. D. Dykstra (part-time)
Dr. S. Foster
Mrs. H. Hofsink (part-time)
Mrs. S. Hofsink (part-time)
Miss G. Hulleman
Mr. J. Kingma
Miss L. Koning
Mr. J. Lof
Mr. J. Oliver
Mr. D. Ruggi
Mrs. C. Scott
Mr. D. Sikma
Miss W. Smeding

Mrs. A. Smid (part-time)
Mrs. A. Spanninga

Finance Committee
We are finally experiencing
some warmer weather
and the 2018-19 school
year is coming to a close.
We once again can see
the blessings that the Lord
has given Guido de Brès
Christian High School in
the past months.
We have been blessed in the smooth
operations of the school. There are so
many things that make this happen. First
and foremost, we can thank our Heavenly
Father. Secondly we can thank parents,
community, board, administration,
staff, and many others that work behind
the scene.

(part-time)

At the time of writing, March financials
provide the most current information. We
fell almost $10,000 behind on the budget.
Overall, we have fallen $197,000 behind
on budgeted revenue. This is the area
where we really need to catch up before
the financial year ends on June 30. If we
do not receive these funds, there will be an
impact on the next school year’s budget.

Mrs. R. Van Velzen
Mr. J. Versteeg
Mr. C. Wieske
Mr. T. Wildeboer
Mr. T. Zietsma

The 2019-20 budget has a 3% increase to
tuition and 2% increase to membership
fees. With these increases the new category
rates are as follows:

(part-time)

Mrs. H. Timmerman
(part-time)

Mr. R. Tomlin
Mr. R. VanAndel
Mr. H. van Barneveld
Ms. C. VanEerden
Mr. M. van Popta
Mrs. C. VanVeen

(part-time)

Staff Assistants
Miss E. Brasz
Miss L. Vandervelde

Miss D. Evink (part-time)

Library Staff
Mrs. J. Nobels

Office Staff
Mrs. J. Joosse (M, W, Th)

Mrs. A. Tenhage (T, Th, F)

Financial Staff
Mrs. T. Strating.......................Financial Administrator
Mr. G. Van Iperen.........................................Treasurer

Chief Custodian
Mr. W. Morris

EASTER ASSEMBLY

Tuition
Category 1: $899
Category 2: $617
Category 3: $320

Membership
Regular: $184
Seniors: $92
Single Senior: $46

Guido is a community-run school, and
we hope that everyone will do their part
in supporting it. The budget is built on
the principle of 65% of revenue coming
from tuition and 35% from donations. In
the last number of years we have seen a
trend in donations decreasing. The ever
increasing response is, “I’ve done my part,”
or “I cannot afford it right now.” Please
consider the brothers and sisters who
are struggling to pay the Category 1, 2,
or 3 commitments. Regular membership
amounts are only 20% of the Category
1 price. Please prayerfully consider how
you can be a helping hand to the current
tuition paying families. This will ensure
that next generations will continue to
receive affordable Christian education.
For those who cannot afford membership,
please look at your budget and see if there
are a couple of dollars that can be spared.
Whether it is a one-time donation or a
small monthly donation, any amount is
greatly appreciated.
Fun Fact: Did you know if every
communicant member in the supporting
community paid $100/month, there would
be no need for tuition payments? Ω

